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Proposals for repeater channels for digital 
TV and datacasting 
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Adelaide 
Proposals for channels for digital TV, 
datacasting and repeater services 
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T
he ABA has released pro- services using these channels T he ABA has released pro services in the Adelaide area 
posals for digital televi- will be ab le to opera te posals for channels for specifies the same transmis

s ion repeater channe ls in co-channelled b tween the re- digital television repeaters in sion sites used by existing 
Melbourne . The proposals for peater sites. the Adelaide Foothills , Eliza- analog television translator 
digital channels at repeater The draft varia tion to the beth South and Victor Harbor services , which are designed 
sites at South Yarra , commercia l digital channel parts of the Adelaide licence to assist viewers where recep
Warburton , Marysville , Safety plan also propos•es that a spe- area. These include five chan- tion from the main television 
Beach, Rosebud, Fern Tree cial condition b·e placed on nels that may be used for the transmitter sites is difficult. 
Gully, Upwey and Selby are the technical specifications for commerc ia l and national These are at Adelaide Foot
contained in a discussion pa- the Melbourne digital televi- broadcasting services, and hills, Elizabeth South and Vic
per and draft variations to the sion service on channel 32 . three channels for other pur- tor Harbor. 
digital channel plans for Mel- This special condition is to poses, such as datacasting. Analog services in Angaston, 
bourne. ensure that interference is not 'In coming to these views , Carrickalinga , Golden Grove , 

The ABA proposes to allot caused to the adl.jacent chan- the ABA weighed up a number Gumeracha, Normanvi ll e, 
additional channels 51, 54, nel 31 analog community tel- of important factors. These Peterhead, Swan Reach , Truro 
57, 60 , 63 , 66 and 67 at each of evision open na rrowcasting included the aim of spectrum Grove or Yankalilla are oper
the translator sites of South service , CTV 31. efficiency, the need to mini- ated by self-help community 
Yarra, Warburton, Marysville , 
Safety Beach and Rosebud for 
digital te levision and 
datacasting in Melbourne. 
These channels will be as
signed to the commercial and 
national broadcasters in order 
to achieve the same level of 
coverage as the existing ana
log services. It is also pro
posed to allot additional 
channels 38, 41, 44 , 47 , 50, 53 
and 54 for digital te levision 
and datacasting at Fern Tree 
Gully, Upwey and Selby. The 
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" '!Sjion paper 

.,containing the prrnposals, and 

the draft variations to the digital 

channel plans for !Melbourne, 

Adelaide and Perth are available 

on the ABA web silte 

\ivWw .apa.gov.au m ,by c91Hng 

Pref call 1800 81 O 241 ' 

Closing date for submissions 
Submissions close ;at 5.00 p.m., 

Friday 24 November 2000. 

mise any changes that view- groups . Retransmission serv
ers must make to their existing ices under section 212 of the 
reception equipment to re- Act (by a person other than a 
ceive digital television and the broadcaster) are not covered 
desirability of broadcasters by digital conversion objec
being able to use their exist- rives of the Act. The ABA 
ing infrastructure to broad- the refore does not propose to 
cast digital services , said allot channels for the conver
Professor Flint. sion of these retransmission 

The ABA determined the services. 
original South Australia: Part 1 In the draft variations to the 
- Adelaide Digital Channel SA: Part 1 - Adelaide Dig ital 
Plans on 7 October 1999. Channel Plans, the ABA has 

The ABA's draft plan for planned networks usi ng addi
channels for digital repeater tional channels. 



Perth 
Proposals for repeater channels for digital 
tv and datacasting The ABA has allocated a 

com munity ra di o 
licence to se rve the 

sentative of all the Narrabri 
community.' 

'The proposed service will 
Narrabri area in New South add to the range and diversity 

The ABA has released p ro peater sites of Ro leystone and Wales. The new licence has of serv ices in the Narrabri re
p osals fo r digita l te levi- Toodyay . These a re the same been alloca ted to Na rrabri gion ,' said Professor Flint. 'The 

s io n repeate r se rv ices in tra nsmission sites used by ex- Shire Community Rad io In- applicant has sa tisfi ed theABA 
Roleystone and Toodyay . isting ana log television trans- corpo rated to operate a serv- it would meet the existing and 

The proposa ls are conta ined la tor serv ices , w hi ch are ice on 91.3 MHz on the FM perceived future needs of th e 
in a discussion paper and draft designed to assis t viewers band . general community in that 
variat ions to the cl igital chan- where reception from the main When the licence for Narrabri area. ' 
nel p lans for Perth . te levision transmitter sites is was orig inally advertised in The ABA has allocated this 

The draft va ria tion to the d ifficult. Jun e 1999 , two group s , licence after consulting with 
commercial digita l channel Th e o pen na rrowcas ting Narrabri Shire Community the people of the local com
plan a lso proposes that a spe- community television service Radio and Kaputar FM, ap- munity to seek their views on 
cial conditi on be placed on in Perth CCTV 31) ope rates on plied for the licence. w hat additional broadcasting 
th e technical specifications fo r channel 31, adjacent to chan- The ABA decided not to al- services were needed in their 
the Pe rth digital te levision nel 32 w hich has been allot- locate th e licence at that time area . 
service on channel 32. This ted to Pe rth fo r a digital because it was concerned The ABA sought further ap
specia l condition is to ensure te levision service. The ABA about the ability of each of the plications for the community 
that interference is not caused understands th rough discus- applicants to provide a serv- radio licence in July 2000. One 
to the adjacent channel 31 sions w ith the licensee of ice that would meet the needs application was received and 
analog community television CTV 31 that it is operating at of the general community of the ABA assessed whethe r the 
open narrowcasting service, hal f it s I ice n sed p owe r Narrabri. proposed service would meet 
CTV31. (600 kW ERP maximum) and 'Since then, both groups have existing and future commu-

The ABA dete rmined the that the radiation pattern may worked to resolve the p rob- nity needs. 
Western Australia (WA): Part not be full y omni-directional. !ems that led to the ABA mak- Narrabri Shire Community 
1 DCPs (Perth) on 2 February The ABA conside rs that there ing its decision no t to all ocate Radio Incorporated currently 
2000, which li sted channels is significant va riability in the the licence ,' said Professor operates a full time service 
for th e Pe rth main stations. fac tors that must be consid- Flint. 'Kaputar FM has been under a temporary commu-

The ABA has now prepared e red in determining a suitable dissolved and its members nity broadcasting licence . The 
draft va riations to the Pe rth ERP for a digital service ope r- have been acco mmodated service fea tures a wide range 
commercia l and nationa l dig- ating on the channel adjacent within the orga nisa tion of of programming which is in-
ital channel pl ans. The ABA's to an analog service. Na rrabri Shire Community tended to appea l to the gen-
dra ft plan pro poses channels Radio. This is to be a service e ra! community. 
fo r dig ita l services at the re-
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