
M
o rc than eighty per 

cent of m etropo li tan 

comme rcia l rad io 

sut ions and nearly sixty per 

ce nt o f rcg ional sta tion s 

changc c.I hands in the 1990s

~ 1 nc.I the changes seem to have 

lc:d to incre~1 sc c.I profits for 

those stations, c.lespitc com

mercia l radio 's share o f th e 

hroa(lcast aclve rti sing pic 

dropping fi ve: per cent in th e 

deca de to 1997- 98. 

T hese are sorne of the fine.l

ings o f lhe Com mercial Ra
dio ! 11d11st1y f 9 78-- 79 l o 

7 997-98. a study re leased b y 

the ABA. 

'A n c->xa m in;1tion of th e in 

formation co l lected by the 

study st in1u lates discussion of 

the issues that we 've ra ised .' 

'T he stud y prov ides a p ic

ture of the commercia l rad io 

industry , parti cu larly in re la

tion to finan c ial performance, 

over a peri od vvhen the rcgu

latory regime changed sub

stant iall y', sa id Professor Fl int . 

'The Broadcasting Services Act 

faciliG1tec.I the l iberali sa ti on of 

th e radio industry , with th e 

refo rms al low ing for gretter 

competit ion and a proli fera 

tion of radio services th rough

o ut Austra I ia. · 

In addit io n to looking at the 

effects o f regul atory reform 

on the shape of the commer

cia l radio industry , the study 

A BA and its predecessor over also exa m ines the impact of 

a 20-yeir pc riod enab les is- the introd uct ion o f FM serv

sues such :1s compet it ion , th e ices, compa rcs the p erfo rm 

im pact of technologica l trends, ance of comme rc ia l rad io 

the st ructu re of the ind ustry services in m etropolitan ma r

and its interact ion \". 'i th the kets w ith those in reg ional 

regubto ry c n\'ironm ent to be areas , and considers th e re la

hettc r unc.l erstooc.I ,' s~1ic.I Pro- tionshi p between th e com 

fesso r f li nt. 'W e hope that th e m erc ial rad io anc.1 commercia l 

:"'.' 

te lev ision industri es. 

The study, The Commercial Radio Industry 
1978- 79 to 1997-98, is available on the ABA's 
web site, www.aba.gov.au/what/ 
research/financial.htm, or a hard copy version 
(20 pp, illustrated) may be purchased from 
the ABA, price $10. 

The data on which the study is based is also 
available from the ABA, as Broadcasting 
Financial Results on disk only, price $541.20. 
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The Commercial Radio Industry 1978-79 to 1997-98 looks 
at the effects of regulatory reform on the shape of the 
commercial radio industry 
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Figure 1: Index of real radio and television service revenue and 
real GDP, 1978- 79 to 1997- 98 [base 1978-79: 100] 
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Figure 8: Profitability of commercial radio stations 1987-88 to 
1997-98 [$m, 1997-98 dollars] 
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Both figures are taken from The Commercial Radio Industry 
1978-79 to 1997-98 [~ 
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