
Commercial television 

The Al3A has re leased a draft 

va riat ion to the Commercial 

Television Conversion Scheme. 

The arn e ncJm e nts t o th e 

scheme are a necessa ry con

sequence of the Broadcasting 

Sul' icl's (D ig ita l 1'eleuision 

o nd Oatacastinp,J Act 2000, 

\Vhich ;1me ncJ s Schedule 4 to 

th e Broadcasting Services Acr. 

Am o ng the proposecl 

c h<inw~s to th e scheme is th e 

rcq uirl'.ment Lo simulcast in 

su1 n cla rel dd.initi o n cl igita I 
tnocle. rermission for a broad

caster to submit one or a se

ri es of implementat ion p lans 

~incl changes to the A BA's p lan

ning powers once the ana log/ 

dig ital simulcast period ends . 

Bandwidth 
T he ~1111 e ndrnents now defin e 

a cha nne l as 7 MHz of hancl 

width . 

New planning decision at 
end of simulcast 
Ar the conclusio n o f the si

mulcast perio cl , th e legisla

tion now req uires that the 

The draft variations to the 
National Television Conversion 
Scheme and the Commercial 
Television Conversion Scheme 
are available on the ABA's web 
site at www.aba.gov.au/ 
whats_new/index. 

Copies can also be obtained 
from the ABA by calling Freecall 
1800 810 241 . 

I n the draft licence area plan 

for th e Perth market, th e 

ABA is proposing to make 

channe ls ava ilable for an acJ -
ABA make a p lanning cJ ec i-

cJitional commercial radio serv
sion abo ut the effi c ient use o f 

ice in Perth and two loca l 
the spectrum. The broadcaster 

cove rage community radio 
no lo nger chooses either th e 

services to serve the Armada le 
digita l or ana log channel for 

r ermanent broadcasting when 

the simulcast period ends: the 

ABA must p lan a channel , 

and Kalamuncl a regions. The 

ABA is also p rop osing to make 

four new open narrowcasting 

se rvi ces ava il able in Perth . 
based on the efficient use o f 

T he new com1T1erc ial r~ 1 dio 
th e spectrun1 and consiclc ra -

se rv ice is proposed to he a 
tion of clatacasting needs, ro r 

hig h power se rv ice operat ing 
con tinued hro;1clcasting in clig-

on 93.7 MHz on the FM band. 

ho w ever pro posing to allow 

th e ex ist ing wide-cove rage 

community AM radio serv ices 

6AH. and 6Nl~ to conve rt to the 

FM hand at high power. Th is 

wou ld enable these services 

to improve receptio n with in 

th eir li cence area and provide 

parity with th e o ther ex isting 

wide-coverage community FM 

serv ices. 

The ABA is also proposing 

to change the freq uency o f 

the ex isting con1munity FM 

rad io se rv ice 6CCH. Fremant le 

from 100. l MHz to 107 .9 MHz 
it a I mode. 

National television 

T he ABA has re leased a draft 

variation to the Na ti o nal Te l

ev ision Con ve rsion Schem e. 

In o rder Lo improve recep- and increase its transmission 

tion of the existing Perth com- rower. T he proposed change 

mercia l radio services 6IX and o f frequency w ill allow the 

6PR, th e ABA is proposing an ex isting \v icJe-coverage com

increase in transmitter power, munity AM radio serv ice 6NR 

a change of freq uency for 6IX to conve rt to FM. The pro

( to 1269 kHz on the AM hand) posed increase o f the trans-

The var iation in co rpo rates and a change o f main trans- miss io n power will enable 

necessary changes as a conse- mitter site for the serv ices . 6CCH. to improve recepti o n 

quence of amendments to the The ABA is also proposing to throughout its li cence area. 

Broa d casting Services Act re- make two AM channels ava il - [~ 
lating to digital tel ev ision. 

Among th e prop ose d 

changes to th e scheme is th e 

requirem ent Lo simulcast in 

standard d efiniti o n cligit ~il 

mode, permission fo r a bro;1d

caster to submit o ne or a se

ri es of implernentation p l;m s 

and changes to the ABA's plan

ning pO'wers o nce th e analog/ 

digital simulcast periocl ends. 

Subm iss ions closed on 8 De

cember 2000. 

The A BA w ill crea te a publi c 

fil e of th e suhmiss ions re

ce ived w hich \Viii he placecl 

on its vveb site. ~J 

ab le for a clcliti on ~il transmit

te rs fo r the se rv ices. The 

proposed AM transmitters w ill 

enable the li censees o f 6IX 

and 6PH to improve th eir cov

erage of the Perth commercia I 
radio li cence area. 

The A l3A is proposing to 

ma kc l\\ 'O acid itiona I loca I cov

erage commun ity r;1dio sta

tions avai l<1b le , at Ka lamuncla 

(o n 106.') M H z) and at 

A rmacl alc (on 107 .. ) lVIFi z). 

T he ABA is nor proposing to 

make any new w ide cove rage 

communit y radio l icen ces 

avai labl e in Perth. The ABA is 

To see the draft licence 
area plan 
The draft licence area plan for 

Perth can be viewed at the 

ABA's web site at 

www.aba.gov .au/what/ 

broplan/laps/Perth . Copies of 

the licence area plan are 

available from the ABA by 

calling Freecall 1800 81 O 241, 

and are also available for 

viewing at local libraries. 

Closing date 
The closing date for comments 

on the draft licence area plan is 

5 pm Friday 12 January 2001 . 
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