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Digital television-it's a wrap ! 

The start of d ig ita l te kevisio n on 1 Jan uary 2001 
has been ~1 ca ll to arm1s fo r the ABA over the 

last 12 months. T he A BA has fa ced a number 

o f challenges this yeatr including st ri c t 

timetabl es and find i n~ spare channe ls for 

d ig ita l television serv iKes in a crovvded 

spectrum. H o w ever, tlh e ABA has successfu l ly 

r isen to th e ch allenge and now is able to 

rev iew some of th e rrna jor achievem ents for th e 

year 2000. 

Nat ional conversiion scheme 

In March 2000 , the AP3A re leased th e Natio na l 

Te lev ision Conversio m Schen1e, which sets out 

th e lega l fram ework u1ncler which the ABC and 

th e SBS are able to ac h ievc conversion of the ir 

te lev isio n transmissioms from ana log mode to 

digita l mode. The AB1A released the 

Commerc ia l Telev isiom Conve rsion Schem e in 

March 1999, and prov1ided a framework ror 
commerc ial broadGtstte rs to conve rt f"rom 

analog to dig ital mod(e . 

Both schem es have I legislati ve sta tu s and 

empower th e A BA ro deve lop digital channel 

p lans for the allotmemt of th e add it io nal 

spectrum hroaclcaster:·s w i ll need to achieve the 

convers ion process. Phoadcasters must 

broadcast in bo th an ~11l og and dig ital m ode 

during what is to be k<nmvn as the simul c_1s t 

p er iod 

Forjimher i1?f'orm a liw 11 refer lo ABA Update 

No. 86, April 2000. 

Digital channel p1lanning 

The f irst round o f dig ~ ira l channel p lanning was 

final siecl w ith the re l e~ase of the digital channel 

plan for Perth in Fehrruary 2000. D ig ita l 

channel p lanning stanled in A pril 1999 for the 

main station ch:rnn eLs for the metropo l itan 

l icence coverage area1s of A delaide, l~ri sha ne , 

Melbourne, Perrh anc_ I Sydney and those 

reg io n a I ;1 re as where broadcasters had 

indica ted to th l' ABA that rh ey w ished to 

comrnence dig iw l tratnsm iss ions in th e first ha ir 

of 2001. 
Dig ita l channe l p lams dete rmin e w hich 

channels are to he all lotted to each area, the 

assignment o f chanrncls to each broadcaster 

and th e techn ica l cha1racterist ics of th ose 

channels. T he J\BA's objective in p reparing the 

d igitct l channel p lans is to enable a broadcaster 

to p lan its digita l t ra n ~'i miss i on cove r~ t g to 

match its ana log cove-rage. 

The second stage of the d igita l channe l 

p lann ing process , p la1nning for additiona l 

dig ita l services and d i git:tl rep e'1 te r sites b y 

\ ·ariat ions to ex ist ing <d igita l channel pl ans. 

commenced in Ju ly 2000. The A B A completed 

variat ions fo r the ma rlkets of Sydney, 

Newcast le, Wollo ngo1ng, B risbane, Gold Coas t , 

anc.I the Sunsh ine C:oa.st , and va ri ations for 

A delaide, Melbourne and Perth will ht' 

fina l ised in late D ecern lx r . 

Ov<:' r the next few y<~ar:> , th <:: A BA w i ll 

d eve lo p d igita l chann el p lans for regiona l areas 

of Australia (stage th w <:: ) and remote areas 

(stage four). 

Implementation plans 

Implementatio n pbn. m.1rk a key step in th l' 

digita l conv<:: rs io n pro cess . Each plan 

repr<::s<::nts a bind ing com mitment by 

hroaclcasters ro provide .1 dig ita l te lev ision 

se rv ice . It also req uir<.:'.s ltcens<::es to pro v ic.l e 

information to the AB.A on th e impo rtant 

technica l and ac.lmin i. ·tra[ive asp<::cts o f 

conversio n ro dig it al tra smiss ion in l he area. 

Most impo rtant ly , implemen tation plans 

req uire broaclcast<:'rs to specify commenceme~ nt 

clat<:'s , tr~msmiss i on sit es and cove rage areas. 

Fur/her i1?/ormalio11 c a11 be ohlained.fimn 

A BA U pdate No . 86, Ap ril 2000. 
In June 2000 , the Min is:er for 

Commun ications, lnfo rtT<tti o n Technology an 1d 

the Arts approved imr le:n enration plans fo r 

th<:: nati o nal bro;1clcasters in th e fiv<:: 

m etropo litan areas. Th i:: :\BA w i ll ha ve 

approved implemcntat ic n plans ror all 

commerc ial m etropo l itan hro;1dc1.s ters hy th e 

encl o f 2000. 

Changes to analog services 

While c.ligital techno logy all ows th l' A l ~/\ to 

plan for th e use of dwn nel.s prev io usly 

unav ~1 i l ah l e for an :1log IYoa dcasting se rv ic<.:'.s 

due to adjacent or co-ch.1nnel interference. 

some adjustm ents to the current assignm ent cnr 

ana log tel ev ision cha nm ls has heen requ ired .. 

In the second ha lf of 2000, the area~ o f' La 

Trohe, Foster and lknd i;;o (Victoria ) :md 

Mawson (W estern A ustrJ ia) ex p<:: r iencecl the 

fi rst wave of an ~1l c 'g channe l changes Lo 
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accommo date digital te levis ion. Both Ten 

\I cto r ia and G\VN/ Prime. in cons ult a~ i on \Vith 

the AB , u nderto ok extens iv e publi c re lati ons 

c~, mpaigns to ass ist v iewers with retuning 

tlT ir tel<evis ion sets and \ 'CRs. 

c)ver the next few years, changes to analog 

serv ices w i ll occur in Woden/ Weston Creek in 

rhe ACT: Merew ether, Sta nv.-e ll Park :111cl 

B rokers Nose in New South W;tlcs; Gympie 

Tovvn and Tweed I-leads in Q ueensland ; 

Cow ell or Po rt J'\eill in South Austra lia ; 

B icheno. l'( ing Island , Launceston and 

T1 roon ~1 in Tasmani ;1; and Ballarat , Victoria . 

The ABA i...; committee! to working with 

inc.lustr,' to ensure that th e I uhli c is rrovic.led 

with rd cv~1nt anc.I timel y information on 

:1nalog c hanges propose(! in these areas. 

/ •'11rthl'r i1!/(mnatio 11 is in ABA Update No . 92. 

Octuher· 2000. 

SFN report 

ln June 2000. the A BA released the final sing le 

freq uency network rerort , Ne/HJ rl lo th e AHA 

0 11 th <! ) 11 /cO l7/ es o/the .)~tu d ies <d° lh<! Sinp,le 

FrequePILJ' Netwo rl<. Cunsu !tu/111 1e Group, arter 

underta king ex tensive consultatio n ,,·ith 

industr ' ·The use o f single frequency 

networks red uces the number o f ch;i nnels 

ex isting broadcasters require to transmit th e ir 

d ig ital s igna l anc.I wi ll make some additi onal 

c~1racity a\'a il ah le fo r new se rv ices in most 

111:1rkers. During th e v;1ri ;, tion process to the 

dig ital c han nel plans, th e.: A B A has planned for 

w ide u -e o f single freq ue:ncy networks for th e 

introduction of c.ligita I telev ision in New South 

\XV'ales ;_ind Q ueensl ;lllc.I . 

Forji 1r!her i1!/o rnwtio11 . re./c'r to ABA U pdate 

!Vos. 87, 11pril 2000 and 88 . .fu11e 2000. 

Interference management scheme 

Foll ow ing the re lease of ·he dr:1ft code o f 

p ract icc fo r industry cornultation , th e /\BA 

rt: lcase c.I ;1 draft Intc rft.::rc1cc M ;1n;1gerncn t 

s.che mc in November 2000. The schem e 

oiutlinc-s th e digital li ce n~e· .o.; responsibiliti es 

n;:ga rd i ng interference mcurring ro an ;tl og 

tc k v isi on transm iss ions ' 'hi ch arc c 1used hy 

dligi tal transmissions anc.I \\'ill he in cluded as ;1 

11 1e , . p~1rt o f the ABA"s '/ c-chuicol P/01111i11p, 

c :11id<!l i11es . The scheme s des igned to 
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prov ide a safety n<:t to ens sure that v ic 'v\ cr's 

experiencing interference t to their analog 

telev ision se rvice achieve t resolution in ;.:. timely 

mann er. The A BA ex pects ..; ro finalise the schem e 

he fore c.I igita I S\\·itch-on. 

Interference consultaancy 

With th e COITHllencement C o f digital te lev ision 

tests in mainland citi es anoc.I the startup of digital 

hroac.l cas ts from l January 200 1, ancilla rv 

dev ices (such :is w ire less nn1icrophones ;inc.I 

VCH.s ) w hich share a part c of th e same 

rad iorreq uency spect rum ;1 as an: tl og anc.1 ,.Jigital 

te le \' ision ma y experi ence ...' interference. These 

c.l cv ic<:s operate o n an opprortunisr ic has1s ;rnd , 

as such , are not afforc.lec.I rprotection from any 

inlerf<: rence th at rna y he c;_·ausccl h y loca l 

te levis ion sign; tl s. 

In Jul y 2000 the ABA. in c conj unction w ith th e 

Austr;tlian Cornrnuni c:itionns Authorit y a c.I the 

Department o f Comm unic;_·ati o ns, Inro rm.tti on 

T echno logy and the A rts, c cstahli shccl a jo int 

consultancy to ass ist in ic.leentify ing anc.I 

m anaging interference issuues. The focus of th e: 

consultancy was , among outh er things , to 

examine the scope o f po tcential interference to 

such devices anc.1 generate -: poss ible so lu1ions for 

interference issues. Informnati on gained from the 

stud y \v iii assist th e ABA 'v\w hen making 

hroac.lcasl p lan ning c.lccisioons. The ABA expects 

a fin al report fro m the con ~ 1 s ultancy late 2000/ 

ea rl y200 1. 

Forji 1 r t her i 11/orma I io n . se:ee ABA U pc.late i\'o . 9 1. 
September 2000. 

Indust ry activities 

Finall y. the ABA welcomccc.I th e formation of 

Digital Broadcasting Austr;ra lia in Ma y 2000 . DBA 

consists o f rep resentati\ 'es-.; from retai ll'. rs u f 

consumer eq uipment , rnajcjor manufacturers, 

supp liers of industry e lectr ., roni cs equipment ;111d 

comrnerc i;tl ;1ncl nati o n;tl hh rcuc.l caster...., ;1nd w~1s 

fo rmed to provide inrorma ati o n about. :Ille.I th e 

promotion o f, digit;tl free-Ho-air te lev ision in 

A ustralia . Thi s inc.lu.o.; try grooup recognise .... th e 

neecl for co ll ect i,·e rcspon~1s ihilir y fo r n-unaging 

the digital conversion proc·ccss in A ustrakt. 

Further inj(mnotio11 can hhe ohlaiued/iv111 

ll 'll 'll'.dho.u1 ;u, 011 ur rc:/c'r tclu ABA U pdate _\ o. 90. 
A 11g /IS/ .2000. 

l~ 

Where to from 
here? 

1he ABA wi ll be busy 
~lanning more digital 
s2 rvices over the next 
f:iw years in both 
r::>gional and remote 
ere as 

For more information 
en digital conversion 
issues and ABA 
acti vit ies, please 
ontact the ABA on 
Freecall 1800 810 241 
er vi sit the ABA' s web 
s te www aba.gov.au 
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