
Ennio Ravanello, ABA Engineering and Information 
Services attended the 37th Annual meeting of the ABU 
General Assembly held from 2-10 November in Manila, the 
Phil ippines. Th is is his report of the meeting of the 
Enginee ri ng Committee and the General Assembly. 

Asita- Pacific Broadcasting Union annual conference 

T l'he Asia-Pacific Bro~tclcasting 

l Union (ABU) is a profess iona l 

~1~ 1 s s o c i a t i o n o f h r o a cl c a s t i n g 
organis;.,ati o ns in th e As ia-Pacific region 

and h as · more than one hundred m en1-

hers in 1 about rirt y countries . It \,\"aS 

foundecc.I in 1964 anc.I has its Secretari;1t 

in Ku :11Ja Lumpur, Malaysia. The ABU 

ni<:rn he: rsh ip co mpri ses private ancl 

publ i c I hroac.l casters of th l' region , and 

inc luc.le :> s assoc iate m embers-mainl y 

the majw r hroac.lcasting o rganisat io ns o f 
Europe and North America-and aflili ­

ate org~ani sa ti o ns , such as th e A BA, 

w hich I have an interest in broa dcasting 

and t he: activiti es o f th e A l3U. 

The A\BU is one of eight regio nal 

hroac.lc&tsting unions in the world hut is 

som e\\' I hat unique in th e diversity of its 

membe: rship, which r;1nges from som e 

or th e 1worlcl"s larges t broadcasters in 

highl y iindustrialised countries through 

to som e.: of th e smallest in still -deve lop­

ing courn tri es. This di versity of m ember­

sh ip po~ises sign ifi ca nt challenges for th e 

U nion i rn addressing th e differing needs 

and pricoriti es of reg iona l hrnadcasrers. 

T he A BU Annua l General Assemb ly 

and as soci;1ted Committee m eetings 

were lm~ lc.I recentl y in /\lb nila. The ABA 

was rep)resenLLd at the meetings along 

with ;1 mumher or A ustr:ili ;1n hro;td cast­

ing org;unisa tions incl ucle the ABC, SBSA, 

f ACTS and th e N ine Te le,· is ion net­

\\'ork. 

Eng imee r i ng co mmitte e 

The Erngi neering Committee meding, 

which Jp rececled the General Assemb ly, 

ac.ldres. -;eel :1 hroac.I range or topical is-
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sues, many of them ari sing from the 

current shift from ana log to digital 

broadcasting and rrom comm unal based 

serv ices to more personalised serv ices. 

A number of inte rn ational experts 

spoke on a V(lriety of th emes, inc lud­

ing th e choice of production formats 

for hig h definition te lev ision , opportu ­

niti es ror hroacJcasters in ne\•V clistrihu ­

tion technologies, deli ve ry or multirne­

ckt content ;incl new personalised se r­

v ices . lt was readil y apparent from th e 

presentations and ~1 ssoc iatec.I disc us­

sions that the traclition al concept o f 

broadcasting is changing w ith broad­

casters being presented \\ ·ith an increas­

ing :1rray of options in th e area or pro­

duction and c.listrihution . 

lkcognis ing the need to he more 

respo nsive to technolog ica l changes 

th e ABU has recentl y instituted new 

arrangements for tech n ic .1 I stuc.I ies ha sec.I 

on a project managem ent sty le with 

clearly defined tasks and time fr~tm es. 

Uncler th e new arrangements four topi c 

areas ha ve heen establish ed covering 

producti on, transmission. resources and 

se1Yices anc.I spectrum issues . T he ABU 

Techn ica l D epartment was ah le to re­

port on some twenty-seve n stud y 

projects w hich h ~ 1 ve heen estah li shec.I 

under these nevv procedures. 

O ne or the high ligh ts or th e ;1nnu;il 

Engineering Committee meeting is th e 

presenL!tion or st;1tus reports hy m em ­

ber o rgani .sations. These reports sum-

111 ~1ri se recent achie\ 'ements, fu ture plans 

:incl :1ctivities, ;1s \\'e ll ;ts th e challenges 

ancJ reg uJ :1to ry en\'ironment ra ced h y 

broadcasters in th e region . As expecrec.I 

deve lopments in digiul broadcasting , 

particularl y digital te levision , figured 

predominantly . Broadcasters in severa l 

Asia-Pacific coun tri es inc luding A us­

tralia , Japan , Korea anc.I Singapore re­

ported on the roll o ut of digita l tel ev i­

sion serv ices, whil e broad cas ters in a 

number of o ther count ri es outlinec.I plans 

for cligital te lev ision tri :1 ls. 

Digital radio 
Digital radio development s in th e re­

g ion co ntinu e to h e s l ow: on l y 

Singapore has launched terrestri ;tl ser­

v ices to elate. Most respondents lo a 

recent ABU questionna ire incli ca tecl the 

Eureka 147 system as th eir countries ' 

selected o r ·preferred· stanc.larc.I with 

some also express ing interest in use of 

th e Digital H.adio Monc.l ial system for 

hroac.l casting in the HF hancl . Thi s sys­

tem is potentiall y :1 cost-effective so lu ­

tion for man y hroac.lcasters seek ing to 

provide digital rac.lio se rv ices to w idely 

dispersed populations o r to large geo­

graphica l areas. A long with th e Ameri­

ca n iBi q uit y in - hancl on­

channel AM system , it is cu rrent ly un­

d er considerat ion for adopt ion as a sys­

t<.: m stancla rc.I h y th e Inte rn at iona l Tek:­

communications Union. 

The meeting conclucled w ith panici ­

pating clel egates endo rsing ;1 number of 

D ec isions and lkcommendat ions . 

Amongst th ese arc su tem ents in sup­

port of :1 single \\'Orie.I stancL1rcl fo r 

c.ligiul sound broadcasting in th <.: hancls 

b elow 30 MHz, :ind support for the 

esuhlishment and linking \'i:t the [nternet 

of reg io nal training centres to ra c ilit;1te 

:tccess to tr:1ining reso urces b y ABU 

m<.:mhers. 
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This yea r, the special topic at the 

General Assembl y was 'Cybercasting­

Se iz ing th e Opportunities ' . As th e 

Inte rn et continues to evo lve at a rapid 

p ace , questions ari se as to the impact it 

will h ave o n broadcasting and the po­

tentia l opportunities it wi l l offer broad­

casters. A udio v ia the Internet is alread y 

a rea lity . V ideo deli very is still in its 

in fa ncy and the ex isting quality prob­

lerns and bandwidth constraints w ill in 

time be overcom e. T his w ill pose both 

nevv challenges and opp o rtuniti es to 

serv ice prov iders. For the broadcasters, 

th e opportun ities w ill go well beyond 

just 'm o re of the sa me' to new forms of 

se rv ice that seek to complement the 

traditio nal v iewing experience o f te l­

ev ision w ith the interact iv ity of the 

Internet. O ne speaker described the 

Internet as the right interacti ve m edium 

and te lev isio n as the right broadc 1st 

mecl iu m. l lc also noted th at w hile the 

In ternet afforded many new oppo rtuni ­

ti es it sho u Id no t be used as a poor 

imitation o r broad cast ing . 

Shortwave broadcasting 

In o ne of the final sess io ns, the Gen­

eral Asse rnbl y discussed th e future o f 

sho rtwave broadcasting in a worl d of 

sa tellite rad io and Internet broadcast­

ing. It was no ted th at as much as 40 

percent o f the world 's popu latio n has 

access to sho rtwave radio and no o ther 

m edium was likely to m atch this figure 

fo r q uite som e time. A lso, despite some 

predicti o ns , recent statistics had shown 

that recepti o n o f sho rtwave \Vas actu ­

al ly growing. A ltho ugh some interna ­

tional broadcasters made use of addi­

ti o nal de li ve ry platforms to reach their 

aud iences , all agreed th at sho rtwave 

remained the m ainsta y o f their serv ices. 

It appea rs that th e traditional strengths 

o f thi s m ediun1-the abi l ity ro indepen­

dent ly reach di sta nt audiences , as we ll 

as the simp licity and inexpensive cost 

of reception-wil l ensure its continued 

ro le. Subject to the ava ilability of rea­

sonably pri ced rece ivers, the o nset of 

d igitalisat io n w il l o n ly serve to further 

boost the prospects for sho rtwave . 

i~ 
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International Forum of 
Res;earchers on Young People and 
the Media 

The AR~A was a ma­

jo r sponnsor of th e 

Internati iona l forum 

o f H.ese:archers on 

You ng l Peop le and 

the Mecdia . T he fo­

rum, hd ld in Syd ney 

fro m 27-7-29 Novem­

ber . e x amined 

yo ung 111eople"s use 

o f the l rn tc rnet, me­

dia in tli 1e home en­

v iro n m 11e n t , v id eo 

gatT1es. sc reen v io ­

lence, td levision con­

tent reg.t; ul ~t t i on ;md 

p o li cy , and poli cy 

Tom O'Regan, of the Key Cent re for Cu ltural and Media 
Poley with Virginia Nightingale, University of W estern 
Sydney, with Phyllis Fong, M anager, Research and 
Policy, ABA 

and reg~ul at i on in the g loba l env i ron-

m ent. 

'T he JABA has hecn ho noured to he 

assoc iatced w ith this intern ati o nal fo­
run1, · sa aid Professor Flint. 'It has given 

research i ers fro m all over th e world th e 

Lori Lermon (left} and Phyllis Fong 
(right}, rnf the ABA, with Ubonrat 
Siriyuvaasak of Chulalongkorn 
Universsity, Thailand . 

o pportunity to share the findings of 

the ir studies and to debate the issues 

that em erge. ' 

The A ustralian National Commission 

fo r UNESCO hosted the forum, w hich 

was o rganised by the A BA. The Gover­

nor o f New So uth W ales , H.E. th e Hon. 

Gordon Samue ls opened the forum o n 

Sunday 26 November. 

'The forum gave'. all of us fro m th e 

resea rch co tT1munity and representa­

ti ves of research user groups such as 

regulators, produce rs and educators the 

opp o rru nity to discuss our needs ~md 

the contributi ons that we c1n make to 

better infortTl each o th er's functi o ns,· 

sa id Professo r fl int . 

T he A ustralian N ati o nal Commiss io n 

for UNESCO also hosted the Asia­

Pacifi c Youth and the J\ Iedia Confe r­

ence in conjuncti o n w ith the forum. 

For more information about the 
forum, including the forum papers, 
go to the forum web site: 
www.sydneyforum.com. I~ 
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