
The ABA is holding a cconference on radio, television and 
new media issues on 3-- 4 May 2001 . 

• • 

v.1orks. In the co urse o f 2001, a numhc r 

of broac.l casters ;1 nc.l datacastc rs shou lcl 

beg in g rapp ling 'v\' ith tc chn ic;1l im p le

mentati o n issues. 

Radio and the new digital audio 
media 

Incorporating the successful ABA Planning Co nfe rence , last h1e lcl in 

1999, the progra m for the AI3A's 2001 confe re nce will be a lo t wvider

dcsigne cl to keep th e ABA a nd its clients in industry we ll infforrned 

about the forces !riving change in broadcasting and ne w medda. 

\X'h ile we are o nl y at the stage o f ca lling for pape rs , promising tthe mes 

a lre acl y ide ntified incl ucle: 

As rad io d igita lisation awaits a clear d i

rectio n, inc.l ustry and governm <:'. nt face a 

proli feration o f new techno logies with as 

yet no clear winners. The A BA hopes to 

learn more about some o f the most prom

ising, such as the us moc ( in-hand , on

c h a n n e I ) and DH.M (Dig i ta l l\ac.l i o 

Monc.l iale) . As the boc.l y responsib le for 

p lann ing the FM lx rnds, th<:'. A BA w ill be 

asking the q uestion, 'Are there technical 

or lega l constraints that w o uld p revent 

immcc.l iatl' introduct ion o f' moo· The future of Australian content 
regulation 
T he m~1nd ; 1t o ry A ustr;tli an con tl'n t re

q uirl'm ent s o n comrnl' rc ial telev ision 

broa dcas ting se rv ices arc ;1 cent rc piccl' 

oi' the cu rren t regu latory regime. ln the 

futu re, g rc ;1tc r com·ergl'nce o f broad

cas ting w ith o th c r media is w ide ly ex

pected to dictate ma jor clu ngcs to th e 

ways th at governments 'promotc th e 

ro le o f b roa dcasting se rv ices in devc l

o ping and rc fl cct ing a sense o f A ustra 

l ian identit y, character and cultural di

ve rsit y'. to q uote an object o r thc Brnad

c1.o.; ti ng Scrvicc:s Act . 

l ~u r w k1t ;1rc so1T1e o f the opt io ns1 A nd 

"ki t might the transit io n look li ke:? T he 

A l)A has cornmiss io ncc.I resea rch to in

fo rm it i n its ta .o.; k o f kcer ing the current 

stand ards up l o cbte. You ca n hear 

aho ut i t first-and get you r cJwncc to 

discuss it w ith th e rcgulator- :1t th c 

ABAs conference . 

Digita l t elevision receivers 
f ] O\\ m;1 m · boxes G ill hl' fitt l' ci o n onl' 

ll' lc \·ision Sl' t1 W ith d ig it ;1l tl' il'v isio n 

h:1rc ly four m onths o lcl , th e A l ~A·s Apri l 

200 1 con re rencl' sho ulcl he \\'e ll timl'cl 

to consicl c r l'ml' rg ing issul's ;1ho ut clig i

ta l se ts ancl set to p un its. T his coul cl 

i n c I u cl e i s s u es a h o u t A P J s ;1 n cl 

inl c r o p c rah il it y , evo luti o n or 
int c rac\i\ 'il y ancl ho \\' .o.;o frw;1re upgracl es 

might he orga n ised in a rnark l'l w herl' 
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incli v idua l consumers must p Durchase 

th c ir own recl' ivc rs. A n d w li 1;1t ro le 

mig ht pl' rsonal d ig i ta l recorc.lc rss pl ay in 

c.lri\ ·ing thc wke up o f dig ital td ll'v isio nl 

Analog/digital conversion 
T he ABA now has the leg;1 I p ower to 

dete rrninc channc l all o tments o bf broad 

casti ng serv ices hands spectru_im C(/ier 

the analog telev isio n system is S'iw itchecl 

off But w ork internatio nall y on t the lo ng 

term future of th is spectrum is J just get

ting under way. W hat c.l ocs t li 1is early 

\Vork te ll us about the issues : and o p

tio ns fac ing A ustrali a as cli g iL·al isat ion 

proceeds and how sho uld gov<:ernment 

and inc.lustry be o rganising ther m sc lves 

to tackl e th ese issul'.s? 

Single frequency networks 
Sp ect rum p lann ers in Au stL·ali a are 

working at the bo undar ies o f \W hat c 1n 

he ;1chieved \\·ith sing le frcq uemcy ncl -

Internet streaming 
Strea ming was surely th e ho ttcst to pic 

at b roa dcas t ing industry conl'c rl'nces 

\.vo rlc.l -w ic.l c d uring 2000 . How w il l the 

ga llop ing evo lut io n o r Internet se rvices 

from 'st i ll l ifl' . to m ov ing p iclllres affect 

regulatory and o ther pub l ic interest re

spo nses to concerns ;1ho ut o ffens ive o r 

illega l content? 

What else is hot? 
T his month 's ca ll for papers is an opror

tuniry ro help shapc the agenda for the 

next ABA conference . A ll constructive 

p roposals arc wclcornc-papers cc1n be 

technica l, mu lt id isciplinary or p itched at 

a 'gcneralist ' auc.l iencc. 

W ith all its m em hcrs frcshl y appo intee.I

m reappo inted- the conference shou ld 

also bc a chance to meet the A BA <tnd 

influence its stratcg ic th inking. 

Mark these dattes in your diary: 
When? 3- 4 May 2001 Where? Hyatt Hotel Canberra 

How much? As chea p i as poss ib le, co nsist ent w ith fu ll cost recove ry . 
In add it ion to co ncess io n ratEes for no n-profit industry sect o rs, w e ho pe t o 
enco urage multipl e attendam ce from w ithin th e o ne o rg ani sa ti o n by 

offering a di scount to seco ncd and furth er attendees. 

Contact: Confe ren ce C o -ordin ators, tel 02 6292 9000, 
fax 02 6292 9002 or go to · the ABA 

Web site: www.aba .gov .. au/whats_n ew/index .htm 
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