
The ABA has decided to make licences available for two new 
commercial radio services, three new Sydney-wide community radio 
services and three new open narrowcasting services in Sydney. 

The ABA has decided to audiences of a di verse range Ma nl y So uth ). 

make licences ava ilable o f radio and television serv- These se rv ices 

fo r two new commer- ices o ffering entertainment, are required to 

c ial radi o se rvices , three new educa tion and in formati on .' c h a n ge f re

Sydney-wide community ra- T he ABA expects to alloca te q uency by De

d io serv ices and three nevv the li cences fo r the first Syd- ce mb e r 2000. 

open narrowcasting serv ices ney-w id e and th e Comm o nwea lth 

in Sydney. Campbelltown commercial ra- fund s w i 11 be 

T he ABA w ill also m ake a d io serv ices this year. T he m ade ava il abl e 

li cence avai lable fo r a loca l ABA w ill all oca te the second fo r th e costs in 

cove rage commercial radio additional commercial radio curred by 2NSB 

se r v i ce t o se r ve t h e service (95.3 MH z) in four and 2MWM in 

Campbelltown region and four yea rs t ime, i. e. D ecember chang ing freq uency. 

new community radio serv - 2003. No new community radio 

ices to se rve suburban areas Following all ocatio n o f the licences (Sydney-wide o r sub

o f Sydney (one each fo r Campbelltown comrnercial ra- urban) w ill be allocated until 

B lack.town , Ca mpbelltown , dio li cence, the ABA intends 2NSB Chatswood and 2MW M 

Hornsby and Penrith) . to impose a conditio n pursu- Manly make the transiti o n 

T he ABA 's decisions are con- ant to section 43 o f the Broad- fro m existing frequencies to 

rained in its final licence area casting Services Act 1992 to new freq uencies. T he ABA 

plan fo r radio in Sydney and ensure it rem ains a loca l cov- w ill ca ll fo r appli ca tions fo r 

Katoornba and its va ried Ii- erage commercial radio serv- the three new Sydney-w ide 

cencearea plan forLithgow. ice fo r the benefit o f the co mmunit y li ce n ces thi s 

'T he ABA has sought to listeners in th e Campbell town m onth (see page 6). The ABA 

achieve the best mix o f na- regio n . w ill continue to issue ten1po

ti onal, commercial , corn mu- O ne o f the aims o f the ABA's rary community b roadcasting 

nity and narrowcasting radio planning process is to use licences in the interim . 

fo r the l istening public o f Syd- spectrum effi cient ly. In order In Lithgow, the existing corn

ney ,' sa id Pro fessor Dav id to rati onalise frequencies in mercial FM radio serv ice , 2ICE, 

Flint, ABA Chairman. 'This was the Sydney area , some ex ist- w ill change frequency to ac-

always going to be a diffi cult 

d ec isio n g ive n th e limi ted 

number o f ava il ab le frequen

cies and the high leve l of 

demand for new licences fro m 

aspirant commercial and com

munity gro ups. In the end , 

the ABA has been guided by 

th e first object o f the Broa d

casting Serv ices Act , th at is to 

p ro mote th e ava il ability to 
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ing loca l coverage cornrnu - commoda te a second nevv 

nity radio serv ices w ill move commercial radio serv ice in 

to altern ati ve frequencies to Sydney. This change is re

allow fo r two o f th e three quired by D ecember 2002. The 

add i tion al w ide coverage corn - ABA has also extended the 

mun ity radi o se rv ices . I i ce n ce a re as o f th e two 

Th e move affects three fre- Lith gow co mmerc ial radi o 

quenc ies presentl y used by se rv ices 2LT (which op erates 

2NSB Chatswood (91.5 MH z) on th e A.VI hand ) and 2I CE to 

and 2MWM Ma nly (93.7 MH z include pa rts o f the Katoornha 

Man ly North and 92. 1 M H z reg io n . 

Background 

T he li cence area p lans fo r 

radio in Sydney and Katoorn ba 

contain detail s o f all n <.! ti o nal , 

commercial , community o r 

o p en narrowcas ti ng rad io 

broadcasting serv ices that are 

ava ilable using the broadcast

ing se rv ices bands o f the 

rad io freq uen cy sp ec tru rn . 

These are th e parts o f th e 

spectrum used by AM and FM 

radio serv ices . The va ri atio n 

to the Lithgow li cence area 

plan contains changes to the 

Lithgow commerc ial radi o 

services. 

Licence area plans 
The licence area plans for 

Sydney, Katoomba and Lit hgow 

are available on the ABA's web 

site at <www.aba.gov.au>, or 

can be obtained from the ABA 

by calling Freecall 1800 81 O 241 . 

They are also available for 

viewing at local libraries. 

5 



ava ilable for comme rcia il Ii-
ce n ces a n cl 
na rrowcasting s 1v ices , under 
a pri ce-based a llo c at: io n 
sche me. 

• reserved spectrum ca pac ity 
fo r the exist ing nati o na l rad io 
s 1v ices in Sydney; 
• made two additio na l com
m rc ia l FM radio se rvi ces 
ava ilab le , o ne o n 96 .9 MHz 
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o n 92. 1 MHz, 93.7 MHz and 
94.5 MHz; 
• changed the freque ncies of 
2MWM Manly North (from 93.7 
MHz to 88 .7 MHz) and Man ly 
South (92 .1 MHz to 90 .3 MHz) 

The Austra lian Gove rnme nt 
primarily funds extensio ns o f, 
o r improveme nts to , natio nal 
services. The resp cti ve op
e rato rs fund exte nsio ns o f, or 
improveme nts to, comme rcial 
and co mmunity se rv ices 
w ithin the ir licence a reas. 

It is importa nt to note that 
the ABA ca nno t fund o r com
pe l othe rs to fund additio na l 
broadcasting services , o r im
proved reception o f existing 
broadcasting services, in a n 
area. It can only make chan
ne l ca pacity ava ilab le. 

Ca pac ity set o ut for com1mu
nity licences wil l be miade 
avai lab le by mea ns of a mle rit

based system. 

and the o the r o n 95.3 MHz; and 2 SI3 Chatswoocl (from 
The all ocat ion of the second 91.5 MHz to 99.3 MHz) to 
serv ice (95.3 MHz) wi ll take a ll ow additio na l w ide cover
p lace four yea rs afte r determi- age Syd ney community radio 

With the excepti o n of the 
capac ity reserved for nati o na l 
broadcasters and channe l ca
pacity made ava ilabl e for a llo
ca ti o n to co mmunit y 
broadcaste rs, o the r ca pac ity 
set o ut in the li cence a rea 
p lans wi ll gene ra ll y b made 

Main issues 

The ma in p la nning iss llle is 
the limited ava ilab ility o f spec
trum to accommodate the in
te rest expressed by exis1 ting 
and potential rad io broadcast
e rs in establis hing new Slerv
ices. 

Following is a summ arw of 
th e ABA's decisions. 

Sydney 
The ABA has: 

natio n of the licence a rea plan; 
• changed the frequency of 
2ICE Lithgow fro m 95.3 MHz 
to 107.9 MHz to allow a 150 
kW FM service ava ilab l in 
Sydney; 
• made o ne loca l cove rage 
comme rcia l FM rad io serv ic 
ava ilable in the Ca mpbe ll town 
reg io n o n 91 .3 MHz; 
• made three additio na l w ide 
coverage Sydney FM commu 
n ity rad io se rvices ava il ab le , 

Table 1: AM radio services in the Sydney market 

services ; 
• made two w ide coverage 
Sydney AM open na tTowcasting 
rad io services ava ilab le (on 
1386 kHz a nd 1539 kHz) and 
o ne at Pe nrith o n 1476 kHz; 
• made loca l coverage com
munity FM radio services ava il 
ab le to serve the Blacktown 
(on 99.9 MHz) Hornsby (on 
100.1 MHz) , Ca mpbe ll tovvn 
(on 100.3 MHz) and Penrith 
(on 100.7 MHz) areas ; 
• changed the technica l o pe r
at ing conditi ons of some ex
isting comm e rcial a nd 
comm unity radio serv ices , in-

Category of 

Service * 

Call 

sign 

Frequency Maximum CMF 

(Power) 

Nominal 

location 

Technical notes elud ing frequency changes for 

National 2RN 576 kHz 

National 2PB 630 kHz 

National 2BL 702 kHz 

National 2EA 1107 kHz 

Commercial 2GB 873 kHz 

Commercia l 2UE 954 kHz 

Commercial 2KY 1017 kHz 

Commercial 2CH 1170kHz 

Commercia l 2SM 1269 kHz 

Community 2RPH 1224 kHz 

Open narrowcast 1386 kHz 

Open narrowcast 1539 kHz 

Penrith 

Open narrowcast 1476 kHz 

* Sydlle )'-w ide 11 11 /ess n oted otherwise. 
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2.69 kV 

(50 kW) 

995 v 

3.11 kV 

(50 kW) 

920V 

(5kW) 

1350 V/955 V 

(10 kW/5 kW) 

1350 V/955 V 

(10 kW/5 kW) 

1250 V/885 V 

(10 kW/5 kW) 

1300 V/920 V 

(10 kW/5 kW) 

1350 V/955 v 
(10 kW/5 kW) 

1.26 kV 

(5 kW) 

1.0 15 kV 

(5kW) 

385 v 
(1 kW) 

225 v 
(500W) 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Sa lt Marsh 

Homebush Bay 

Homebush Bay 

Homebush Bay 

Homebush 

Sa lt Marsh 

Homebush Bay 

Homtebush Abattoirs 

Homebush 

Church Lane 

Prospect 

Homebush 

Bi1centen nial Park 

Concord West 

Emu Plains, 

5k rn NW of Penrith 

Day/Night Switching 

Day/Night Switching 

Day/Night Swi tching 

Day/Night Switching 

Day/Night Switching 

com munit y radio se rvices 
2BCH. Bankstown, 2MWM 
Man ly, 2NSB Chatswoocl and 
2VTR Windsor. 

Katoomba and Lithgow 
The ABA has: 
• changed the frequency of 
2ICE Lithgow, from 95.3 MHz 
to 107. 9 MHz, to take e ffect 
within thre yea rs a fte r de te r
minatio n of the Sydney li 
cence area plan , to a llow a 
150 kW comme rcia l FM serv
ice to be made ava ilable in 
Sydney and exte nd the li cence 
a reas of 2ICE and 2LT Lithgow 
in to the Katoomba regio n; 
• approved a power increase 
and exte ns io n o f licence a rea 
to Blackheath fo r the 2BL 
Katoomba commun ity radio 
se rv ice. 
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Table 2: FM radio services in the Sydney market 

Location/ 

Category Callsign Frequency Maximum Nominal 

of service ERP location Technical notes 

National 2ABCFM 92.9 MHz 60kW Gore Hill 

National 2SBS 97.7 MHz 60kW Gore Hill 

Nationa l 2JJJ 105.7 MHz 60kW Gore Hill 

Commercial 2UUS 101 .7MHz 150kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon Two translator services for 2UUS to improve 

88.3 MHz 100W Mt Prudhoe coverage within its licence area 

99 .1 MHz 100W Win ma lee 

Commercial 2DAY 104.1 MHz 150 kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon 

Commercial 2MMM 104.9 MHz 150 kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon 

Commercial 2WFM 106.5 MHz 150kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon 

Commercial 95.3 MHz 150kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon Allocation is dependent on 21CE Lithgow making the transi ti on 

from its existing frequency (95 3 MHz) to a new frequency 

(107 9 MHz) 

Commercial 96.9 MHz 150kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon 

Community 2000 98.5 MHz 25 kW Optus Tower Maximum ERP increased 

Cnr Miller & Paci fi c Hwy 

North Sydney 

Community 2MBS 102.5 MHz 50kW Young St Sydney Maximum ERP increased 

Community 2CBA 103.2 MHz 50kW Miller St Sydney Maximum ERP increased 

Community 2SER 107.3 MHz 50kW University of Technology Maximum ERP increased 

Ultimo 

Community 2RSR 88.9 MHz 200 W Sydney Town Hall Sydney Maximum ERP increased 

Community 92.1 MHz 15 kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon Allocation is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transition from existing 

frequencies to new frequencies 

Community 93 .7 MHz 50kW Ch 10 Tower Artarmon Allocation is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transition from existing 

frequencies to new frequencies 

Community 94.5 MHz 150 kW Ch 10 Tower Arta rmon Allocation is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transi tion from existing 

frequencies to new frequencies 

Table 3: FM radio services in suburban Sydney markeets 

Location/ 

Category Callsign Frequency 

of service 

Campbelltown 

Commercial 91 .3 MH z 

Bankstown 

Community 2BCR 100.9 MHz 

Blacktown 

Community 99 .9 MHz 

Burwood 

Community 2RDJ 88.1 MH z 

Campbelltown 

Community 100.3 MHz 

FEBRUARY 2000 

Maximum 

ERP 

1 kW 

200W 

200W 

100W 

200W 

Nominal 

location Technical notes 

Mt Hercules Road Restricted to 200 W towards Sydney until the clearance of 

Razorback 2NSB from 91.5 MHz 

Condell Park Frequency changed from 88.7 MHz and maximum ERP 

increased to improve reception within its licence area 

Horsley Park Al location is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transition from existing 

frequencies to new frequencies 

Church St Burwood Maximum ERP increased 

Mt Hercu les Rd Allocation is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

Razorback 2NSB Chatswood making the tran si tion from existing 

frequ encies to new frequencies 
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Location/ 

category Callsign Frequency Maximum ERP Nominal 

of service location Technical notes 

Chatswood 

Comm un ity 2NSB 99.3 MHz 200W Victor St Chatswood Frequency changed from 91.5 MHz to allow for 92. 1 MHz to 

be made avai lable for a wide coverage community radio 

service. Maximum ERP increased 

Hornsby 

Community 100. 1 MHz 200W 1 O Romsey St Wa itara Allocat ion is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transition from exist ing 

freq uencies to new frequencies 

Liverpool 

Commun ity 2G LF 89.3 MHz sow Mount Pritchard 

Manly North 

Community 2MWM 88.7 MHz 200W Bi lgola Plateau Frequency changed from 93.7 M Hz to allow for two of the 

Plateau Road th ree addit ional w ide coverage community radio services 

Manly South 

Community 2MWM/T 90.3 M Hz sow Tania Park ·Frequency changed from 92.1 MHz to al low for two of the 

Balgowlah Heights t hree addi tiona l wide coverage commun ity radio services 

Narwee 

Community 2NBC 90.1 M Hz 200W Penshu rst Water Tower Maximum ERP increased 

Parramatta 

Community 2CCR 90.5 MHz 200W Seven Hills Rd 

Baulkham Hil ls 

Penrith 

Community 100.7 MHz 200W Uni of Western Sydney Allocation is dependent on 2MWM Manly and 

2NSB Chatswood making the transition from existing 

frequencies to new frequencies 

Ry de 

Community 2RRR 88.5 MHz 100W Goulding Rd Trig Point Maximum ERP increased 

North Ryde 

Sutherland 

Community 2SSR 99.7 MHz 200W Eton St Sutherland Maximum ERP increased 

Waverley 

Community 2RES 89.7 M Hz 200 WWaverley College Birre ll Rd Maximum ERP increased 

Waverley 

W indsor 

Community 2VTR 89.9 M Hz 750W Mil es Com ms Old Site Frequency changed from 89.7 MHz . Maximum ERP increased. 

246 Burra low Rd Restricted to 50 W towards Sydney 

Kurrajong Heights 

Spare frequenc ies 89 .5 M Hz The ABA has decided not to make these frequencies available 

90.7 M Hz in the LAP. These frequencies may be made available for 

100.5 M Hz Special Event pu rposes in the future as appropriate 

Calls for applications: 

ABA to advertise in February for appl ications for new 
community licences for Sydney 

Applicants for the licences must be a company formed in Austra lia 

and must represent a community interest. 

The ABA will advertise this February for applications for three Sydney 

wide community rad io broadcasting licences, as well as four new 

community rad io licences to serve the suburban areas of Blacktown, 

Campbelltown, Hornsby, and Penrith . 

These new community radio licences were made available in the 

Sydney Licence Area Plan, which the ABA released in December 1999. 

The licences will be advertised in both the Sydney Morning Herald and 

the Daily Telegraph . 
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The closing date for appl ications w ill be 28 days from the date of 

advertisement . Please note that late applications w ill only be 

accepted under exceptional circumstances. 

All known aspi rant community broadcasters in the Sydney licence area 

wil l automatically be sent an application form and information kit. 

However, if you are an existi ng aspirant and you do not receive this ki t 

by the date that the licences are advertised, you shou ld contact the 

Licensing Section of the ABA: (02) 9334 7700 . ~ 
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