
I n vest1gat1ons 

M-adult themes, consumer advice, . 
warnings 

Complaint 

O n 3 March 2000 rh e ABA received a complaint 

that th e progra m 'G ilbert and George'. broadcast· 

hy ABC TV on 22 December 1999 depi cted 

scenes of animal cruelty which we re inappro pri ­

ate for broadcast. 

Relevant code of practice 

T he A IK Television Code o f Practi ce provides: 

6 Warnings 
Wh e re appropriate, th e audience \\'i ll he· given 

ad van ce no ti ce o f progr;1ms or program seg m ents 

w hi c h som e vie\\'e rs o r li stene rs co uld find 

distressin g o r disturbing _ 

7 Televis ion Program Classifications 
This system o f re lev isio n program c lass ifi c 1tion 

app li es til l'. Cu ide lin l'.s !'or the Cl:1ss ifi c 1tion of 

1--ilrns ancl \ ' ideotapcs iss ued h y th e O ffi ce o r 

Film an(I Lit er:1t u rc Cl :1ssification. 

7. 4 Consumer Advice 

1\u cl io ancl , -isu:Ii consumL·r ;1<-h'icc on the re:1so 1b 

!'o r :1n \ I or ,\Ii\ cl :1s.--, ilk :1tion ,,·ill he gi, ·e n prior 

to th e Ul llll11CllCL'll1L'llt oi" an i\ I o r i\J /\ progr:Illl . 

Off ice of Film and Literature Classification 
Guideli nes 
l'h<:sc guicl<:lincs prm·icl c inform;tti o n re lating to 

the J\il c lassirictt io n : 
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Films c lassi fi ecl M contain mat eri :1l that is considered 

to he po ten ti all y harm fu l or disturbing to th ose 

un der 15 yea rs . Depicti o ns and references to c lassi­

fi<1hl c e lem ents m ay contain detail. llmvevcr, th e 

impact \v i ii not he so strong as to require restri c tion. 

Adult Themes: M os t themes can lie d ealt w ith , 

hut th e trea tm ent should he discreet , :ind th e 

imp;1cr sho ul d not he hig h . 

mecision 

Tihe A BA determin ed that A BC TV, in its broad­

c~tst of th e program 'G ilherr and George ' on 

222 D<:cemher 1999, breached code 7 of the A BC 

Code of Practice b y broadcas ting scen es of 

atn imal cru elty that were in excess o f the OFLCs 

l\Vl class ifi cati o n for adu lt rh en1es; and breached 

code 7.4 and code 6 o f th e ABC Code hy not 

prov iding either th e correct audio and \ isual 

c·onsumer ad v ice or a vv~1rning . 

IAction taken 

Tihc A BC has improv<:d procedures relating to 

c .. o nsum<:r ;td \' ice ;ind warnings , including pro­

v 'iding more 'use r-rri encJl y' inforn1 ;tti o n \\'hi ch is 

L;tilor<:d ro suit <:ach program. 

The ABA is s~tti s fi <: cl with th e action taken ;1nd 

mo rurrh er action is rcquir<.:cJ at thi s time . 
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