
ABA~Update 

The ABA has released the digital channel plan for the 
Perth television market. All digital channel plans are 
now available for metropolitan broadcasters who will 
start digital transmissions from 1 January 2001. 

The ABA has re leased to receive dig ital broadcasts. were fin a lised. Re lease o f the The Go lden West Network 
the digita l channe l pl an By the same toke n , the ABA Pe rth pl an was d e layed clue to (GWN) cha nne l 11 a na log 
for the Pe rth te lev isio n has soug ht to re el uce costs to concerns abo ut the use of se rvice cove ring the Centra l 

marke t. The pl an sets o ut th e broadcaste rs by maximis ing VHF chann e l 11 fo r digita l Ag ri cultura l regio n to the east 
channe ls existing broadcast- the ir ability to use the ir exist- te lev is io n in Perth , a channe l o f Pe rth w ill move to UHF 
e rs w ill use fo r the ir dig ita l ing transmiss io n fac ilities. ' curre ntly o perating in a ne igh- channe l 50 to avoid inte rfe r-
transmiss io ns fro m 1 Ja nu ary Pl a ns fo r seve r<:t1 o the r me t- bouring ma rket. ence fro m the Pe rth d ig ita l 
2001. ropo litan ma rke ts and th ose ·Befo re it fin a li sed this rlan, channe l 11 se rvice to be o pe r-

'The AI3A has deve lo ped regio na l a reas c<0mme ncing the ABA w ished to ass ure it- ate cl hy Netwo rk Ten . Unti l 
these dig ita l channel plans dig ital transmiss io son l ] anu- self th at ap prop ri ate a rrange- the GWN service is re moved , 
w ith the inte rests o f viewers ary 2001 - Sydney, Newcas- ments were be ing put in pl ace to preve nt inte rfe re nce e t
fo re most in mind,' sa id Pro- ti e , Wo llo ngong, Bri sbane, to dea l w ith inte rfe re nce and work Ten must restrict the 
fessor Flint. 'The ABA has Toowoomha and Darwin - compe nsa tion issues re lating power transmitted by its clig-

so ught to minimise th e were finali sed in.July 1999. In to the transmiss ion and re- ital se rvic towa rds th ast. 
number o f changes that view- October 1999 , the d igital chan- ception of analog se rvices in 'We a re continuing to work 
e rs w il l have to make to the ir ne l p lans fo r Ade la ide, Can- adjacent marke ts ,' sa id Pro- w ith broadcaste rs o n the cle
existing reception equipme nt berra, Melbo urne and Hoba rt fessor Flint. ve lopme nt of a code of prac-

,----------------------------------------~ t ice rega rdin g cl ig i ta I 

Analog and digital channel assignments 

Perth ABW TVW STW NEW 

Analog 2 7 9 10 

Digital 12 6 8 11 

SBS CTV 

28 31 

29 

Unassigned 

32 , 35, 38 

inte rfe re n ce to a n a lo g 
changes', sa id Professor Flint. 
'The code will specify the mini
mum le ve l o f ass istance that 
broad caste rs w ill be required 
to g ive to consume rs affected 
by ana log changes, such as 

• The Digital Conversion Act states that the digital transmissio n of community television services currently operating that necessa ry for the Centra I 

on the sixth anaxlog channel will be in spectrum allocated for use for the provision of datacasting services. Ag ricultural region .' 

Analog channel changes-summary 

Market Affected area 

Perth Central 

Agricultural 

(Mawson) 

Wag in 

Analog channel assign m ents 

Existing 

New 

Existing 

New 

SSW 

11 

To be determined 

SSW ABW 

6 B 

55 58 

Notes 

Finalisation awaiting outcome of 

negotiat ions between affected broadcasters 

All digital channel plans, The 

ABA 's General Approach to 

Digital Terrestrial Television 

Broadcasting Planning and the 

Handbook are available on the 

ABA's web site, 

<www.aba .gov.au>. For printed 

copies, call the ABA on Freecall 

1 800 810 241 price $20 for the 

Digital Terrestrial Television 

Chan nels for add it ional local area Broadcasting Planning 

t ransmitters, if requi red Handbook, all other documents 
~----------------------__j_ _______________ ~ arefree. ~ 
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