
The ABA is p ro pos ing Geelong, mov ing to a new 

to make licences ava il - frequency. T h li cence fo r the 

able fo r two new com- .second se rv ice is pro posed to 

m erc ial radi o se rv ic s in be made ava ilable fo ur yea rs 

Me lbo urne, two new Mel- after the Melbourne li cence 

b o urn e-w icl e co mmunit y 

radio services , six new loca l 

cove rage community ra dio 

s rv ices and three new open 

narrowcasting services. 
T he proposa ls are contained 

in the draft li cence area plans 

fo r Melbo urne, Geelong and 

Co lac and a p roposed va ria

ti o n to the licence area plan 

fo r Shepparton . 

·The preliminary v iews rep

resent the ABA's thinking at 

this stage o f the planning proc

ess ,' sa id Pro fessor Flint. ·Be

fo re reaching a final cl cision 

the ABA w ill have regard to 

th e submi ss io ns o btained 

through public consultation 

on the draft licence area plans. ' 

T he ABA proposes to make 

the licence fo r the f irst com-

area plan has been deter

mined. 

Finalisa ti on o f the li cence 

area plans is dep endent o n 

the info rmatio n rhe ABA re
ce ives in response to its p re-

1 im inary v iews and th ABA's 

o wn assessm ent as to the most 

economic and effi cient use o f 

the radio frequency spectrum. 

T h e A B A i s p ro p os in g 

changes in po v.rer to existing 

nation a I, w ide-coverage com

munity and AM commercial 

radio serv ices in o rder to im

p rove reception in the Mel

bourne area. It also p roposes 

an extension o f li cence area 

for the existing community 

radio se rv ice 3 O W (M el

bourne Inner o rth West Sub

urbs) and is seeking comments 

mercial radio se rv ice ava il - o n a p oss ible extensio n to the 

abl e w ith 12 m o nth s o f li cence area o f ex isting com

finali sati on o f the M lbo urne munity radio se rv ice 31UM 

li cence area pl an , expected Melto n. 

mid 2000. H mvever, th e ac- In Gee long, th e ABA pro

tu al co1THT1encement el ate o f a poses to m ak li cences ava il 

new strvice v\·oulcl be contin- able fo r one new commercial, 

gent on th e exisiting commu- one new community and two 

nity radi o se rv ice , .3YYR o pen narrowcas ting radi o 
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The ABA has released draft licence area plans for 
!Melbourne, Geelong and Colac and a proposed variation 
tto the licence area plan for Shepparton . 

serv ices. It i.s al.so p ropos 

ing a change in freq uency 

inc rease in power and ex 

tension of licence area fo1 
the ex istin g con1muni ty 

r ad i o se r v i c e, 3YYH 

Geelong. Dep nd ing on~~-_::.:::=-------
the resul ts of testing cur

ren tly under way in Geelo ng, 

the AI1A may p ropose to ma ke 
a second new community ra

dio service ava ilable. 

The A I3A p ro poses a change 

to the li cence area of the exist

ing commercial radio serv ice 

3CA T Gee long to excise the 

Bacchus Ma rsh area and m ake 

th e 3CAT and 3BAY licence 

areas idenr ica I. 

n e l ca-
pacity ava ilable fo r t ransmit

ters fo r the 3CCS serv ice at 

Lo rne and A po llo Bay. It is 

also p ropos ing to m ak e one 

new community radio se rv ice 

ava ilable w ith channel cap ac

ity fo r transmitters at Lo rn e 

and Apo llo Bay. 

In the Shepparton regio n , 

th e ABA is proposing an ex-

In Co lac , the ABA is propos- tension to the licence area o f 

ing an extension to th e Ii- the Alexandra/ Eildon commu

cence areas o f the two Colac nity radio service. The ABA is 

commercial radio serv ices 3CS, 

(whi ch operates o n the AM 

band) and 3CCS, to include 

A po llo Bav and to m ake chan-

also p ropos ing to m ak e chan

nel capacity available fo r trans

mitters fo r the service at Yea 

and Marysv ill e. ~ 

The draft licence area plans for the Melbourne area (including 

Colac and Geelong) can be viewed at <www.aba.gov.au> and at 

local libraries . Copies are available from the ABA by calling Freecall 

1800 81O241 . The closing date for comments on the draft licence 

area plans was 28 January 2000. 

The ABA proposes to release draft plans for Brisbane (including 

Gympie, the Sunshine Coast, the Gold Coast, Lismore and 

Murwillumbah), Adelaide and Perth in the first half of 2000 . 
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