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Should the media be self
regulating? 

On 16 February , Professor Flint addressed the 
Commonwealth Broadcas ting Associati o n's 
'Parliame nt and the Media' confere nce, in ew 
Dehli , India, o n the question 'Should th e medi a 
be self-regulating? ' Profes o r Flint was in vited 
to the conference by the Commonwea lth 
Broadcasting Associatio n and the 
Commonwea lth Pa rliamentary Association . 
'The Australia n system of co-regulation brings 

the regulatio n of broadcasting closer to the 
self-regulation the print media e njoys. Is this 
not mo re cons istent to the standards of a 
de mocratic society, one w he re the va rious 
form of media are converging?' sa id Professor 
Flint. But he no ted this is ubject to the power 
that the ABA has to redu ce the degre o f self
regulatio n w he re codes of practice fai l to 
provide appropriate medi a safeguards. 

'In assess ing w he ther the curre nt self
regulatory sche me for b roadcasting in Australia 
has been a success , it shou ld be acknowl dgecl 
that some people clearly find it unacce ptable 
that a breach of a code of practice ca nn ot 
attract a pe nalty. It seems that the worst that 
ca n happen is that the ABA w ill take measures 
to e nsure the broadcaste r w ill be puni shed if 
the breach recurs. But this is signifi cant. The 
ABA ca n dilute the degree o f self-regul atio n 
allowed. ' 

ABA to invite 
applications for commercial 
radio licences in Sydney 

The ABA wi ll invite applicatio ns in late March 
fo r two new comme rcia l radio licences- one 
in Sydney, the o th e r in Campbelltown, west o f 
Sydney . The ABA has set a reserve p ri ce o f 
$500 000 for the Sydney li cence and 100 000 
for the Campbe lltown licence . 

Fo llowing alloca tio n, the ABA proposes to 
impose a condition on the Ca mpbe ll town 
licence to e nsure it re mains a loca l coverage 
comme rcia l radio service for the bene fit of the 
listeners in the Campbell town regio n . 

The app lica tio n fees are $2000 for the Sydney 
licence and 1000 fo r the Campbelltown 
licence . Companies interested in applying for a 
licence must purchase the information 
package: Price-based Allocation of Commercial 
Broadcasting Licences, ava ilab le from 
20 March 2000, pri ce $50. 

Applications to be 
invited for open 
narrowcasting licences in 
Sydney 

The ABA is to invite applicatio ns from 
late Ma rch fo r three new open narrowcasting 
licences in Sydney. The ABA has set a reserve 
price of $10 000 fo r each of th licences. 

Appli ca ti o ns fo r the licences w ill close o n 
27 April 2000. The applicatio n fee for each 
lice nce is 500. Those inte rest cl in appl ying 
for a lice nce must purchase the in format ion 

packag : Price-based Allocation of Open 
Narrowcasting Licences, to be ava ilable from 
27 March 2000, price $40. 

For more information 

on any comme rcia l o r open narrowcasting 
licence ca ll Patricia Sharpe o n (02) 9334 7827. 

Licences w il l be issued unde r a price-based 
allocation syste m developed by the ABA. 
Under the syste m, if there is more than o ne 
applica nt fo r a licence, an a uctio n-sty le licence 
alloca tion exercis will be held at w hich the 
licence w ill be issued to the hi ghest bidder. If 
there is o nly o ne app lica nt fo r a licence at the 
close o f appli ca tions the ABA w ill issue the 
licence to the app lica nt for the reserve p rice. 

C or P programs 

Programs granted C or P classification between 15 January and 16 February 2000. Producers interested in submitting 
programs for classification should contact Nadia Mencinsky on (02) 9334 7840. 

Program title Or igin Class New/ Decision Applicant 
renewal date 

Hl-5 (S ERIES 2) Australia p new 18-1-2000 Kids Like Us 

PIG S BREAKFAST (S ERIES 3) Australia PRC new 3-2-2000 Southern Star Enterta inment 

THE NEW ADVENTURES OF Austral ia CD new 4-2- 2000 Media World Features 

OCEAN GIRL (S ERIES 1) 

(Episodes 14-26) 

C - children 's program, CD -Australian C drama, P- preschool, PRC - provisional C 
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