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The ABA expects to 
rel ease aggregated 
fi nancial results for 
commercial television 
and radio (including 
expenditure, revenue 
and profit figures) in 
March. 

FEBRUARY 2000 

ABA collects $211.1m in 
TV and radio licence fees 

The ABA has collected comme rcia l 
b roadcasting licence fees of $211 . lm. The 
fees are based o n revenue earned by the 
comme rcial te levisio n and radio industries 
during the 1998-99 financial pe riod . 

·This is a 2. 1 pe r cent increase on last year's 
fig ure o f $206 .7m. This renects a small 
increase in the numbe r of both televisio n and 
radio services and also lower rebates claimed 
by regio nal te levisio n services,' sa id Professor 
Flint. 

The ABA coll ected $198.4m from 48 
comme rcial te levisio n services (compared to 
$194.6m from 47 services in the previo us 
year) and $12.7m from 225 comme rcial radio 
services (compared to $12.lm from 21 4 
services in the previo us yea r). 

Annua l licence fees a re ca lculated o n a 
pe rcentage of gross earnings by the licensee 
fo r the previo us financial pe riod . Figures from 
licence fees pa id by individual ope rators are 
not ava ilable in o rde r to preserve 
confide ntiali ty. A sma ll numbe r of services are 
yet to p ay o r have not paid the correct fee . 
Licence fees collected go to the 
Commo nwealth 's consolidated revenue. 

A rebate scheme , w hich has been in 
ope ratio n since 1989, recognises the expenses 
incurred by regio na l te levis io n licensees in 
expanding the ir service areas unde r the 
Government's equ alisation p olicy . The two 
licensees in Tasmania claimed re bates of $800 
000 each which reduced the amo unt of fees 
payable by them . Some regional services have 
also been able to o ffset the payme nt of the ir 
li cence fees by using credits accrued over the 
pe riod of the equalisa tio n re bate scheme. 

Re bates and use of unused credits fo r this 
yea r tota lled 2.5m (compared to $5.7m in the 
previo us year). The redu ctio n is due to the 
fac t that services in markets w hich first 
be nefited from this po licy in 1988- 89 have 
now exhausted the ir right to a re bate . 

No breach: Consolidated 
Press Holding's and FXF 
Management 

The ABA is sa ti sfied that Consolidated Press 
Ho ldings Limited (CPH), is not in breach of the 
cross-media provisio ns of th e Broadcasting 
Services Act as a result of its acquisitio n of a ll 

the shares in FXF Ma nagement Pty Limited, the 
managing company o f the FXF Trust. 

The ABA, in its March 1999 re po rt o n its 
investigatio n into control of Jo hn Fairfax 
Ho ldings Limited , concluded that CPH was in a 
positio n to exercise control of the FXF Trust, 
and that no breach arose as a res ult of this. 

As a result of CPH's acquisitio n of the FXF 
Ma nageme nt Limited CPH's curre nt inte rest in 
Fa irfax is 14.99 pe r cent , CPH's deemed 
inte rests do not exceed the pe rmitted level of 
15 pe r cent and the FXF Trust does not contro l 
Jo hn Fa irfax Ho ldings Limited . 

The ABA has decided that the re a re no 
circumstances that have arisen th at would 
require it to change its prev io us conclusio n 
th at Mr Ke rry Packe r, Mr James Packe r, CPH o r 
any o f its associated companies are sti ll no t in 
breach o f any of the p rov isio ns of part 5 o f the 
Act. 

The ABA is awa re that if Mr Kerry Packe r, Mr 
James Packe r, CPH o r any of its associated 
companies increase the ir share ho ldings in Jo hn 
Fa irfax Ho ldings Limited , it would be 
necessa ry to immediate ly investigate w he the r 
the Broadcasting Services Act had been 
breached . 

The ABA w ill continue to mo nitor the 
s ituati o n to ensure that the re are no breaches 
of the owne rship and contro l p rov isio ns of the 
Act. 

Recent amendments to 
the Broadcasting Services Act 

Fo llowing the rece nt pass ing o f two key 
amending Acts, significant changes have been 
made to th e Broadcasting Services Act 1992. 
On 23 Decembe r 1999, both the Broadcasting 
Services Amendment Act (No . 1) 1999, and 
Broadcasting Services Amendnient Act (No. 3) 

1999 rece ived roya l assent. Most o f the 
amendments took e ffect on that date , with the 
exceptio n o f Part 2 o f Schedule 3 o f 
Amendme nt Act (No . 1) which furth e r amends 
sectio n 212 o f the Broadcasting Services Act. 

Ame ndme nt Act (No. 1) contains 
amendme nts to the o pe rati ons o f pay TV in 
regio nal areas: retransm issio n o f se rvices 
o uts ide a licence area , community radi o 

To view t he Act, as in fo rce from 14 Jan uary 2000, go t o 

t he SCALEpl us web site 

http://sca leplus. law. gov. au/h tml/pasteact/0/1 36/top . htm 
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