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D Ve ntures Pty Ltd , a 
subsid ia ry o f DMG 
Hadio Investme nts Pry 

Ltd . bid $155 mill io n fo r a new 
comm rcia l FM radio lie nee 
fo r Syd ney at an ABA aucti o n 
o n 24 _\flay. In a separate auc­
tion, :qollo ngong Radio Pty 
Ltd , a subsidia ry of th e WIN 
Grou p, bid 10 millio n fo r a 
comm rcial FM radi o se rv ice 
to serve the Campbe lltown 
a rea . 

·Thi . successfu l auctio n rep­
resents the allocatio n o f the 

Scenes at the auction: 

GD Vent ures Pty Ltd bid $155 m fo r a new commercial FM 
radio Ii cence for Sydney at an ABA auct ion on 24 May. 
Wollon gong Radio Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of the WIN 
Group, bid $10 m for a commercial FM radio service to 
serve t lh e Campbelltown area. 

nc 

first two o f the th irtee n new b y the ABA s ine its inception 'Sydney was a lways going to 
radi o services that the ABA in 1992 . They a re the first new be a challe nge . Faced with 
has p lanned fo r the Sydney comme rc ia l li e nces fo r Syd- signifi cant demands for ne w 
a rea ,' sa id Professor David ney in the last 20 years. And it comme rcia l community and 
Flint , ABA Chairman . mea ns t hat the e normous task na rrowcas ting se rv ices , the 

'The sums received go back of p lanning the analog radi o ABA looked to the first o bject 
to the publ ic, e mphasising the spectru m fo r this cont inent is in th Broadcasting Se rv ices 
strong pu blic intere ·t that l a now in its last stages. ' 
guide d the ABA in de te rmin-
ing the Sydney p lan .' Highe·st bidders for the two licences: 

'This is a significa nt occa­
sio n in broadcasting p lanning 
in Australia . These a re the first 
comme rcia l licences in a m t­
ropo litan area to be a ll ocated 

Licence area 

Sydney 

Campbe·lltown 

Frequency 

96.9 MHz 

91.3 MHz 

Highest bidder Amount bid 

GD Ventures Pty Ltd $155 m 

Wollongong Rad io Pty Ltd $1 0 m 

L- Paul Thompson (ci rcled) bidding for the Sydney licence R - Joh n Rushton, WIN Television, after his successful bid for 
the Campbelltown licence 
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Above: A jubilant Paul Thompson, after the 
auction, and below, answering questions by 
the media 

Act. That is the p romotion of ney w ide , and iincludes com­
the ava ilabi lity to Australi an merc ia l , co mmunity a nd 
audie nces o f a dive rse range narrowcasting. 

of radi o and te levisio n serv- 'Thus even gre ate r dive rsity 
ices offe ring e nterta inment, and greate r choice in broad­
educatio n and information .' casting will be ava ilable to 

'The Austra lia n mode l of the peop le of s.ydney. ' 
broadcasting was one of the Full payme nt forthe licences 
first to recognise that diversity must be made be tween 10 
is best achieved by a mixture, and 12 Ju ly 2 JOO . The ABA 
a balance, o f diffe rent fo rms will a llocate the licences as 
of serv ices , commercia l, pub- soon as possilble afte r full 
li e and late r community.' 

·Ap art fro m rese rving spec­
trum for the existing natio nal 
se rvices (ABC and SBS) the re 
\v iii be ove r a dozen new o r 
e nh a nced se rvices. The mix­
ture ranges fro m loca l to Syd-
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payme nt is rece ived . 
If a successfu l applicant fa il s 

to meet any off the req uire­
me nts o f the pri ce-based a l­
loca tio n syste n1s or re leva nt 
legislati o n, the lice nce w ill 
no t be issued to the appli-

ABA~Update 

ca nt . The AI3A may the n re- What happens to 
o ffe r the lice nce fo r a ll oca- 96.9 MHz now? 
ti on . 

Comme rcial broadcasting li ­
censees must begin a service 
within one yea r of be ing allo­
cated the licence (or w ithin a 
longer period with the ABA's 
pe rmiss ion) . 

Th e c urre nt tim e -sh a ring 
agreeme nt be tween tempo­
rary community broadcaste rs 
o n the Sydney frequ ency 96 .9 
MHz conclu des on 31 July 
2000. 
The ABA expects to a llocate 

the commercial licence to the 
s uccess ful b idde r to co m­
me nce o n 1 August 2000. The 
licensee must then comme nce 
the service within 12 months 
o r such lo nger pe ri od as noti ­
fi ed by the ABA in w riting . 

Consultation during the auction, above left, as 
Ms Hilliard, of Mallesons Stephen Jaques, confers 
before bidding 

John Rushton (L) with Professor David Flint, 
after paying his deposit for the 
Campbelltown licence 
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