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ABA proposes V 
channel move iin regional WA 

The ABA is proposing tto move the Golde n 
West Network te lev is iom se rvi ce in the Centra l 
Agricu ltu ra l Area o f Weste rn Austra lia fro m 
VHF channel 11 to UHF channe l 50. 

The move is required tto accommodate th e 
use of channe l 11 for th1e Network Te n digita l 
te levision serv ice in Pe rrth. Dig ita l te levision 
serv ices in Pe rth and otlhe r metropo litan areas 
are to comme nce o n 1 J fa nu ary 200 1. 

The ABA's p roposa l is conta ined in a 
disc ussion pape r a nd d m1ft va riations to the 
li ce nce area pla n a nd frfequ ency allotme nt plan 
fo r te levis io n serv ices im Remote and Regio na l 
Weste rn Australia re leas.;ed for comme nt. 

'In finalising the Pe rth dig ita l channel plan , 
th e ABA wished to assu1re itself that 
appropri ate a rrangeme mts we re be ing p ut in 
pl ace to dea l w ith inte rffe rence and 
compensa tio n issues re l~a ting to the transmissio n 
and reception of analog ~se iv ices in adjacent 
markets ,' sa id Pro fessor Dav ie.I Flint , ABA 
Chairman . 
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GWN is working towa rc Is hav ing the channel 50 
analog serv ice, which opoerates under the ca ll 
sign SSW, on air by 1 Au,tgust 2000, with 
simulcasting o n bo th ch;anne ls 11 and 50 to 
continue fo r six mo nths., i.e. to 31 Janu ary 
2001. GWN p lans to comc.lu ct a n edu cati o n 
ca mpaign , informing viewers of the change to 
the Ce ntral Agricultural cchanne l 11 se rvice 
from VHF to UHF and a:ss isting with re medi a l 
ac ti o n, whe re re quired. 

ABA(]]Update 

The Central Agricultural coverage a rea 
includes the fo llo wing towns and centres: 
Beverley , Brookton , Corrigin , Cunderdin , 
Dowerin , Goomalling , Ke lle rbe rrin , Pinge ll y, 
Quairading, Tammin , Wya lkatche m and York . 

Central Agricultural Area 

There was public consulta tio n on the change 
proposed in the dra ft li cence area pl an , w hich 
was one of the optio ns ca nvassed in the draft 
d ig ita l chann e l plan, w he n comme nts on the 
d raft digital channe l pla n were sought. The 
need fo r this change was a lso indica ted w hen 
the Pe rth dig ita l channe l plan was finalised , 
altho ugh the most appropriate solution to 
resolving the inte rfe re nce to SSW 11 had no t 
been dete rmined. The ABA is the re fore seeking 
comme nt on the prop osed va riatio n to the 
licence a rea plan specifica ll y from te levis ion 
broadcaste rs, the West Australian Gove rnme nt 
and majo r industry bodies 

Code of practice 

The ABA is working with broadcaste rs to 
develop a code of practice rega rding dig ita l 
inte rference to ana log changes. The code will 
specify what assistance digital b roadcaste rs w ill 
be required to give to ana log broadcasters and 
consume rs affected by ana log changes , such as 
that necessa ry fo r the Central Agricultura l 
regio n. 

Be fore finali sing the de tails o f this code , it 
will be released fo r public comme nt. 

For copies: 

The discussion paper and draft variations of the 

licence area plan and frequency allotment plan for 

television services in Remote and Reg ional Western 

Australia are available on the ABA's web site at 

<www.aba.gov .au/what/ 

broplan. licencee_area_plan . htm>. 

The Perth digital channel plan is also available on the 

ABA's web site. 

Copies can also be obtained from the ABA by calling 

Freecall 1800 81 O 241. All documents are free of 

charge. 

Closing date for comments was 2 June 2000. 
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