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sponsorshop arrangements and amti-hoa rding 
provision for spo rts p rograms. Thte 
Ame ndment Act ( o . 3) introduces 
amendments to provisions fo r expenditure on 
Australian drama content on subsccription 
television. 

Pay TV in regional areas {new Ptart SA) 

This amendment prov ides that urnless the ABA 
gives pe rmission, a subscriptio n t(elev ision 
licensee or a re lated body corpo rai te must not 
provide a television service in reg~iona l areas if 
any three or more consecutive pre grams 
transmitted on the service are ide rntical to any 
three or more programs transmitte d by a 
metropolitan commercial te levisi m licensee, 
during prime viewing hours. 

Part 8A of the new Act commenc~ed on 
20 Janu ary 2000 . 

Retransmission provisions 

The amending Act confe rs a ne w ]powe r on the 
ABA in re lation to transmissio n of services 
outs ide a licence area. Th Act a1 le nds th 
standard licence cond iti ons of cor nmercial and 
community broadca lings rvic s ,. by repea ling 
the paragraphs re lating to 'fo rtuitC)US reception' 
and replac ing them with paragrapihs w hich 
allow the ABA to pe rmit o ut-of arcea 
transmission of services by the lietensee under 
certain circumstances. These condlition ar : 
(i) that a pe rson in anothe r licenoe area is not 

receiving an adequ ate service within that 
licence area; and 

(ii) the o ut-of-area service is provi1ded to that 
person only to the extent nece:ssary to 
e nsure adequate reception by tthat pe rson. 
The ABA must give pe rmissiorn in writing. 

In addition , amendments have bteen made to 
the ABA's existing powers contairned in ction 
212 of the Act. These amendmenL add a new 
subsection (3) which abolishes the right o f 
licensees to 're-transmit ' the ir owrn services 
outside the licence area, unde r sec::tion 212. 
Section 212 will now only be availlable to 
licensees to re-transmit anothe r lic ensee's 
service and to non-licensees for th1e purposes 
of re-transmission of any services . Licensees 
who wish to transmit the ir own services 
outside the licence area for the se1-vice will 
now need to obtain pe rmission fro m th e ABA 
under the new regime established under the 
amended licence conditions in Sc!-.ledule 2 of 
the Broadcasting Servi ces Act. 

Furthe r amendme nts to secti on 2·12, re lating 
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to copyright iss ues , will come into e ffect once 
the Copy right A niendment (Digita l Agenda) 
Act 2000 commences operation. These 
amendments are designed to limit the 
exemptions from copyright obligations to 'self
he lp ope rators' only . Se lf-he lp operato rs will 
be defined unde r these new amendme nts . 

Community rad io sponsorship arrangements 

Community broadcasting services are now 
pe rmitted to broadcast fi ve minutes of 
sponsorship pe r hour (increased from fo ur 
minutes). 

Anti -hoarding rules {new Part 10A) 

This ame ndment sets up a regime to 
discourage comme rcial telev ision licensees, 
program supplie rs and the the nationa l ervices 
from hoa rding rights to live cove rage of 
sporting events . The Ministe r fo r 
Communica tio ns, Info rmation Techno logy and 
the Arts is e mpower d to make a legislative 
instrument designating events that are covered 
by these rules. 

The purpose o f the new anti-hoa rding rules is 
to ensure that frc -to-a ir te lev ision 
broadcaste rs with li ve rights to des ignated 
events o r series of events on the anti -s iphoning 
list, and who do not inte nd to televise a 
substanti a l portion, offe r the unused rights, for 
a nominal harg , to th ABC and SBS. 

The amendment pl aces a condition on the 
licence of commercial television broadcaste rs, 
w ith the intentio n that the new rul es will 
re form the anti-s iphoning regime to , 'maximise 
opportunities for full and live free-to-air 
coverage of majo r events, particularly sporting 
events '. 

The new sections discourage commercial 
television broadcasting licensees , p rogram 
supplie rs, the ABC and SBS from 'hoa rding' 
rights to provide I ive television coverage of 
certain events and se ries o f events. 

Section 146C provides that the Ministe r may 
declare, in writing, a specified event or series 
as a 'des ignated event ' for the purpose of the 
anti-hoarding rules . Section 146C(4) provides 
for the re to be an 'offe r time ' 30 days or more 
before the event , while section 146CA provides 
that the Ministe r may declare events and series 
of events to be e ligible for de layed te le vising in 
the Central-Weste rn time zones. 

To view the Act, as in force from 14 January 2000, go to 

the SCALEplus web site : 

http://scaleplus. law.gov.au/html/pasteact/0/136/top .htm 
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