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ABA Update recently took advant:age 
of the visit by Rich ard Hooper, Ch ai r 
of the Radio Authority [UK] to ask 
him about broadcasting in the UK and 
what effect the Communications 
White Paper might have. 

Radio in the UK and 
the white paper 
Radio services in !he UK co nsist of the BBC, 
commercial and pirate. 

The Radio A111hori1y licences and regulates 11on 

BBC radio--commercial radio, hospital radio and 
s111de1tL radio . The main types ofcomniercia / radio 
are classic, char/ hils, da11ce music, jaz z and talk 

s/al ions. Smaller slat ions operate 11 nder restricted 
serl'ice licences (RSL) which are !he eq11iuale1Zt (~/ 

,\pecial eue1tt licences in Australia. There are three 
nal ionaf commercial radio slal ions, one on the Nvl 

hand broadcasting classical music and two 011 the 

AM hand hroadcasting talk-~port and rock music. 

7b f! Radio Authority is allocated ~peclm 171 and 

aduertises !he licence. applicants propose f orl/la/ 

and !he Radio Authority decides what formal/ 
licensee is succes4itl. The mos/ imporlan l q/ !he 
criteria is diuersily of choice. 

Licences/(>r the national commercial serl'ices are 

au•arded by auction a ndfor the local services by 

what is called the 'beaWJ' parade·. Applications/or 

!he licences are asses,-ed agai11sl !he criteria i11 !he 
Broadcasting Ac/ (s im ilar lo I he merit-based process 
in A 11s1mliafor comm7lltily radio licences) The 

Radio A 11 1horily pub! ishes assessments q/ ll'i 1111i11g 

applica I ions 011 ils 1oe b site as well as 1 w les q/a I l ils 
meel inp,s. 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

and the Department of Trade and Industry 
have recently released a Communications 

White Paper. What are its main features? 
The main news item is the change in structu re of 

regulation: it sugges ts that the government \vii ! 

replace the current fi 1e or six individual agencies 

with one bod y--the Office of Communications, 

(OfCom). which is somewhat similar to the Federa l 

Communica ti ons Co mmission in the USA. The 

argument is that we h::we converging technology

radi o stations ca n broa dcast hy terrestrial. ca ble 

and sate lli te mea ns. and th erefore we need a 

convergent regulator. 

The White Paper looked at hov; to join th e 

ex istin g re g u l ators: OfTel (O ffi ce of 

Telecornmun icat ions ), the Spectrum Agency, and 

the th ree broadcasting regu lato rs-the l{aclio 

Authority. the Independent Television Commission 

( the sister agency to th e Eaclio Authorit y which 

regul<1tes all non-B13 telev ision) ancl Broackasting 

Standards Commission , a complaints body for ~ ill 

racl io and tc le\'is io n. 

The ana lagous mo<-lc l in Australia \\'ou lcl he to 

merge th e A l~A and the Australian Comrnuni l.·a ri ons 

Authority. 



Do you think the convergence model is 
applicalble to other countries? 

The Fe(cleral Communications Commiss ion has 

been th1e regu lator of telecommunica tions and 

broaclca1sting in th e USA since 1934. Canada has 

the Can;aclian H.aclio-television and Communications 

Commi .<o-;s ion whi ch looks after radio, television 

and telecommunications. Most other countries are 

like Au1strali a and Britain in hav ing separate 

telecom1munications and broadcasting regulators . 

But I tl hink with convergence and w ith digital 

technol<ogy taking over from analog technology 

there will be more convergence in regulation. It's 

like eve~ rything else-it is a matter of timing. In th e 

UK , the re must be five or six milli on digital 

televisio n sets. The rapid uptake was encouraged 

by a 111l ix ture of market dri ven, in that it was 

attached to a strong drive from the pay TV 

compamies , and technology. 

We ane in a digital age- analog is disa ppearing. 

The Briitish Government is extremely keen on 

Britain b eing a leader in the new technologies. 

What af!ivances have been made with digital 
broadca sting? 

Britain is the world leader in dig ital auclio 

broac.l e:L.s ting, or digital radio as we ca ll it in 

consumer terms: we have about one hunclrecl and 

sixty co mmercial se rvices runni ng plus the BBC 

services. The l~a cli o Authority I icences and regulates 

analog ai ncl digital radio services. I n the UK, digital 

services are licensed as multiplexes. A typi al 

mul tiple'x w ill broadcast eight serv ices: we licence 

Radio, 

Q 

th em and th e digital multip lexes are th en 

responsible for the cl ay to clay management o f the 

services . We have one digital mu ltip lex se rv ice 

operating nationally and two operating in London 

w ith a third to be licensed . 

Is there regulation of radio on the Internet? 

At the moment the Internet is entirely self

regulating-the ABA I think leads the world in 

Internet regulation. Our position is that we do not 

have any desire to li cence or regulate Internet 

radio. We do however desire to see a sensible se lf 

or co-regulatory regime and ca n learn from the 

Australian experience (one of the purposes of my 

visit has been to lea rn from Australi a's many yea rs' 

experience of community radio , a new type of 

station that might be brought into being [in the UK] 

in any new legislation). 

When are the recommendations in the White 

Paper likely to be implemented? 
There were quite a few 'green bits' in the white 

paper. One issue that •;,vasn 't rea ll y aclclressed was 

media ownership. There is nothing there on 

w heth er it will be liberalised, w hich is what we 

recommend in our submission to the W hite Paper. 1 

There is quite a length y proc ss first, including a 

general election. It is quite a bi -parti sa n area. but it 

is likely to take a fe-vv years. 

1 RadioRegulationforthe21st Centu ry , Submission 

to D CMS/ D 77, Radio Authority , Ju ne 2000. ~ 

::::::::: 

Television\t;;'' .. i 
and the le::, 'ltdia 

·.: .. ;_.· ..................... -.· ~~;:;;;E;~~~~:~~;::i:it:;:;;:::::::=:::::;:::::::; : ;:;: 
.·::::·:·::::: .:.=;::://;:::i£r:r~t=::::::::::·:·:·:······ 

The Australian Broadcasting Authority Conference 
Hyatt Hotel Canberra 3- 4 May 2001 

AIJ· .. ·.· .. · •. · ... · .. · .. · ... ·· .. · •. ·.·.·•·.·.···.··.··.··.···.·.·.·. >• a 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• 

For more 
information: 

•contact 

Conference Co-ordinators 
PO Box 139 

• go to the ABA web site 

www.aba.gov .au/ conference/index.htm 

Calwell ACT 2905 
Email conference@netinfo.com .au 
Tel (02) 6292 9000 
Fax (02) 6292 9002 
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