
The ABA has allocated a new commercial radio 
broadcasting licence to Worldaudio 
Communications Pty Ltd to cover the whole of 
Australia. 

ABA allocates new non
broadcasting services 
bands commercial radio 
licence 

T h e ABA has all ocated a 

n e w co mm e rc ial radi o 

broadcast ing I icence to \Xf orlclauclio 

Comrnunicltions Pty Ltd to cover the 

whol e of Aus trali a. The li ce nce is 

restri cted to rneans of delivery th at do not 

use the broadcasting services bane.ls. 

Worlclaucl io Comm unicat ions must com

mence it s service within 12 months of 

being :Iil ocatcd the li cence , o r w ithin <I 

longer peri o d as :1r rm)Vccl hy the A l~A . 

The ABA allocates non-broadcasting serv

ices hands comrnercial radi o li cences on 

arp li carion under sect ion 40 of the Broad

cas ting Se rvices Act. Appli cants must pay 

an applica tion fee , cu rrently S2400. 

How w as t he licence allocated? 
The broadcasting services hands is that 

part of the racli ofrequency spectrum 

referred to the ABA for planning hy the 

Minister for Com munications, Informa

tion Technology and th e Ans on which 

norma l AM and FM radio serv ices and 

free-to-air te lev isi on services are provided . 

Before all ocat ing a section 40 li cence th e 

ABA must designate a particu lar are:1 in 

Austra lia as the licence :1rea o f th e li cence. 

D esignat ing a li cence :1rea al l cm s th e 

control provisions o f the Act to he applied 

to the sc tYicc . 

What is the intention of section 40? 
Th e lhoadcasting Sen ·ices Act sets out 

signifi can tly different regulatory regimes 

for comrnerci:Ii hro:1clcasting services that 

use the hro:1clcasting services bands :incl 

th ose that do nor. The intention of the Act 

in est;1hlishing a lighter regulatory reg ime 

for non-hroaclcasting services hands serv

ices is to foster :incl encourage the intro-
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c.lu ct ion of a range of new services using 

alte rnati ve technologies. 

The reason for the different approaches 

is that li cences for broadcasting services 

hands broadcasting services also entitl e 

the licensee to racliofrequency spectrum 

to provide rhe servi ce. Li cences using the 

broadcast ing services bane.ls therefore al

low use of a scarce and valuable public 

resource and because of thi s, broadcast

ing services hands licences are limitec l in 

supply and have considerabl e intrinsic 

va lue. 

Tvvo key a reas of difference relate to the 

planning a ncl all ocat ion o f li cences fo r 

new serv ices (othe r itTiportant provisions 

of the Act, such as the contro l provisions , 

arpl y to all co rnrnercia l services. \Vhether 

or not they are based in the broadcasting 

serv ices ha11cls). 

The Act sets o ut detailed provisions w ith 

w hich the A BA must comply w hen p lan

ning new com mercia l services \Vh ich use 

the hroacl c _1sting serv ices bane.ls . In add i

tion , when the ABA makes a new broad

casting , en,· ices bands licence ava ilable as 

an outco m e of th e p lanning process, it 

may onl y h< allocated using a pri ce-based 

allocati o n system (cleterminecl by the ABA 

under secti •on 36 of the Act) . 

In con t ra . ·r to this , there are no require

ments in rhie Act for p lanning broadcast

ing sen iccs which do not use th e 

hroadca '-it i ng sen ices ha ncls, and I icens

i ng for th <-:se sen ·ices is an 'm ·er the 

counter' pr< Keclu re. As a result, the nu1T1her 

of no n-hro:Jdcast ing se rvices hands com

mercia l b rr )adcast ing licences is poten

tiall y un l im ited , <lrld hence they are likely 

to ha ve a luw intrins ic va lue. 

1tful 
~ 

New 
community 
radio licence 
for 
Campbelltown 

The ABA has all ocated a new cotTimu

nity radi o licence for Ca mpbel ltown , 

ew South Wales, to Macarthur Commu

nity H.adi o Association Incorporated 

(MClU\). 

The service will broadcast on 100.3 Ml-Iz 

on the FM hand . MCRA is currentl y 

broadcasting on that frequency under a 

tcmpora ry community broadcasting 

li cence that expires on 31 March 2001. 
The permanent community rad io I icence 

\v iii commence on 1 April 2001. 

'The proposed servi ce w ill acid to the 

range and diversity of serv ices in the 

Ca mphelltown region ,· sa id Professor 

Flint. 'Th e appli ca nt sat isfied th<:' ABA it 

would meet th e existing and perceived 

future needs of the genera l comn1unity 

in the Camphell town region .' 

The ABA made this licence available 

after consulting with the peo ple in the 

local community to seek their viev.1s on 

w hat addit iona l broadcasting servi ces 

were needed in their area. 

The ABA sought applications for the 

new community radio li cence in Febru 

ary 2000. MCHA was the on ly applicant 

for the licence . 

The proposed sen ice wi l l pro\·icle pro

gr:1ms tk1t wi ll co\'e r a w ide range o f 

local iss ues , news , information and mu

sic that appea ls to rh e many different 

co rnmunit y groups ac ross th e 

C 1mphell rown licence area. 
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