
The ABA has allocated the first two international 
broadcasting licences, to Christian Voice (Australia) Ltd 
and HCJB Australia. Both broadcasters intend to deliver 
short wave radio services from northern Australia. 

T
he ABA has all oca tecl the 

first two intern ati o nal 

broadcasting licences, to 

'The International Broadcast­

ing Guidelines are based on 

the transborder satellite telev i-

Christian Vo ice (Australi a) Ltd sion broadcas ting principl s 

and HCJBAustralia . Both broad- developed by th e Asia -Pacifi c 

casters intend to deliver short Regulatory Roundtable,· sa id 

wave ra d iosery ices from north - Prof essor Fli,nt. .'ALJStrali a is a 

em Australia. member of the Roundtable, 

The category of international and in discuss ions on the 

hroacl ca.s ting appli es ro any transborcler principles, ir was 

servi ce substantiall y targeted at 

audiences outside Australia, 

w here the mea ns of deli very is 

a radiocommunicati ons trans­

mitter located in Australi a. 

Before allocating international 

broadcasting licences, th e Al3A 

must ensure that applica nts sat­

isfy requirements in areas such 

as corporate sra tus, the suitabil ­

ity o f the appli ca nt and the 

business record o f controlling 

persons. 

c lea r th at any transbord er 

broadcasts should meet th e 

minimum standards o f th e 

country from which the broad­

cast is macle, and the Guide­

lines reflect thi s approa ch. · 

The Guidelines provide guid­

ance on matters such as pri ­

vacy and programs that might 

ca use offence or ha tree! . In 

addition, they cover techniques 

such as the simulation o f events 

in a way th at is likely to ca use 

alarm or is misleading, and 

subliminal perception. General 

The Minister for Foreign Af­

fairs, Alexander Downer is also 

required to consider whether 

an applicant's proposed inter­

national broadcasting service is 

likely to be contrary to Austral­

ia's nati onal intere<;t . 

App!ica 1t.-, for i 1tcrn ationa l 

broadcasting licences commit 

to abide by the Bmadcasli11g 

Sen 1ices (Jntem a lional B road­

casting) G11 ideli11es 2000. 

guidance is also prov ided in including the accurate presen­

relation to matter broadcast fo r ration of matter; representing 

children, including adverti se- opin ions fairl y; clearly distin­

ments produced for children guishing between fac tual n1ate­

and promoti ons in children 's ri a l , simul ati o n . an d 

prograrns. There is ~ tlso a pan commenta ry and anal ysis; ancl 
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that app lies to ne\,·s and cur­

rent affairs. 

The Guidelines contain prin ­

cip les appli ca ble ro progra ms, 

treating w ith sensiti vity images 

of, or interviews w iLh , bereaved 

people and survivors and w it­

nesses o f traumati c incidents. 

In addition, the Guidelines 

specify that programs should 

be impartial ;rncl balanced. Also , 

that wa rnings shoulcl be given 

before marrer is broaclc 1st if it is 

like ly ro offend or cause di.·­

tress . 

Christi an Voi ce (Australia) Ltd 

proposes to cleli ver <I range o f 

programs inclucl ing subjects 
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such as music, entertainment, 

news, hea lth , educa tion and 

Australia , w hose rn ea ns o f ABA to prepare a report on 

delivery uses a radiocommun- whether a proposed interna-

ge n era l -int eres t programs ica tions transmitter inside Aus­

alongsicle Christian training and tralia. In allocating international 

teaching. Christian Voice wi ll broadcasting li cences, the ABA 

broadcast from the Cox Pen in- must ensure that appl icants sat­

sula, near Darwin , with a foot- isfy the requirements set out in 

print that includes Southeast section 121 of the Act. 

Asia, India and China. Broad- Section 121FP ofx the Act re-

casts wil l be in Hindi, Mandarin 

Chinese and English. 

HCJB Australia w ill broadcast 

Christi an services alongside a 

va riety of news, music, li festyle 

and d ocumentary program­

ming, from a purpose-bu ilt site 

nearKununurra, WA. HCJB pro­

p oses cove ring South Asia 

(Bang ladesh, India, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka) and the South 

Pacific (Fiji , New Zea land , 

Papua New Guinea and 'other 

island states '); w ith poss ible ex­

pansion to East and Southeast 

Asia at a later date. 

International 
broadcasting licences 

T he Broadcasting Serv ices 
A mend men! AcL 2000 amended 

the Broadcasting Services Act 
1992 and includes a new Part 

813 , internariona l broadcasting. 

This category applies to any 

service targeted, to a significant 

extent, to aud iences ou tside 

quires the ABA to fo rmulate 

written guidelines relating to 

the intern ationa l broadcasting 

se rvi ces. Th e Broadcasting 
Services ( fnLernational Broad­
casting) Guidelines 2000 com­

menced on 22 December 2000. 

The Guiel lines are an impor­

tant part of the regulatory frame­

work and are applica ble in two 

instances: 

\a) In allocating an international 

broadcasting licence , the ABA 

must, under section 121FB of 

the Act , prov ide a report to th e 

Minister for Foreign Affai rs on 

w hether the proposed interna­

tional broadcasting servi ce com­

pli es with the Guid elines . 

Applica nts for an international 

broadcasting li cence must pro­

vide the ABA w ith a w ritten 

commitment to abide by the 

Guidelines . 

(b) The Minister fo r Fore ign 

Affa irs ma y, und er section 

121FM of the Act, direct the 

International broadcasting licences 

tional broadcasti ng servi ce com­

plies with the Gu idelines . 

Th e ABA also ass es ses 

whether the appl icant meets 

the following criteria: 

(a) appli cat ion requirements 

(section 121FA); 

(b) corporate status and su it­

ability (section 121FI3(1)(a)); 

(c) unsuitable app lica nt (sec­

ti ons 121FC and 121FB(l)(b)); 

(cl) business record of contro l-

1 i ng p e rso ns (sec ti o n 

121FC(2)(c),(cl ) and (e)); and 

(e) compliance w ith the Guide­

lines (section 121FP(l3. l)(l) 

and (2); 

Under section 121FA of the 

Act, the ABA is required, w ithin 

30 clays of receivi ng an applica­

tion for an internati ona l broad­

casting licence, to present a 

report on the appli cant to the 

Minister for Foreign Affai rs. The 

report is intended to in form the 

M inister 's deliberat ions o n 

whether the applicanr 's pro­

posed internati onal broadcast­

ing service is likely to he 

contrary ro Austra li a's nationa l 

interest; the Minister is required 

to provide a response withi n 60 

days (Secti on 121FD). 

l~ 

Those interested in applying for an international broadcasting licence must complete 

Form ABA 53. Transmission providers may apply for a Nominated Broadcaster Declara­

tion and must complete Form ABA 54. These forms are available on the ABA website at 

www.aba.gov .au/forms 

The Broadcasting Services (International Broadcasting) Guidelines 2000 are on the ABA 

web site at: www.aba.gov.au/what/broplan/international_guidelines.htm 
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