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Lesley Osborne, ABA Manager Standards, was among the twenty or so 
Australians who participated in the Third World Summit on Media for 
Children held in Thessaloniki, Greece, from 22 to 26 March 2001. 

3rd World Summit on Media for Children 

A
n internationa l conference about 

1ledia for children inevitably 

·eveals differences in expectations 

and interests. This was apparent at the 

Third Wo rld Summit on M edia for 

Children held in Thessa loniki, Greece, 

from 22 to 26 March 2001-a gathering 

of more than one thousa nd producers , 

researchers , broadcasters , academics, 

government and n o n-gove rnm ent 

organisations, and children. Hosted by the 

Europ ean Children 's Television 

Commi ss io n (ECTC) the Su mmit was 

supported hy rh e Greek Government as 

part o f the Cul tural O lymp iad . The World 

Summit m oveme nt was initi ated b y 

A ustr a li an Children 's Te l ev ision 

Foundation (ACTF) in Melbourne in 1995 

and the Seco nd World Summit o n 

Television for Children held in London 

in 1998. 

Previous summits focused strongly on 

the producti on, distributi on and financ

ing of children's programs, and sought to 

raise th e sta tus of children's television 

and media genera ll y. With much larger 

participation hy developing countri es , 

the third summit considered broader 

policy issues underpinning the rights of 

children to a ra nge of culturally appropri 

ate quality media . These issues include 

the challenge of providing med ia access , 

parti cularl y to new technology, and op

portunities for young people to express 

their own ideas and crea ti v ity through 

media. 

The conference also cons idered strate

gics for gett ing children 's med ia onro th e 

political agenda, w ith the spot light on 

cle cl ~1rat io n s and charters of cl1ilclren 's 

n1ecl ia rights ~i ncl monitoring thei r impl e

mentation. 

Tele\·ision \\'as ackno\\' ledgccl to be the 

most import ant med ium for chi ldren. hut 

the I nternet, mobile te lephony, radio ancl 
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interactive television also figured strongly. 

There were presentations of multi-media 

projects that addressed press ing economic 

and social problems facing many chi ldren 

toda y. The Head of Educa tion at the 

South Afri ca n Broadcasting Corporation 

described an interactive educational serv

ice using five separate media: television, 

radio, email , mobil e phone messaging 

and print , designed to support young 

people dea ling with issues such as HIV, 

unemployment and access to education. 

Summit participants were very positi ve 

about the opportuniti es o ffered by the 

Intern et an cJ other communica ti ons tech

nologies. Government representati ves 

from countri es such as Egypt and Greece 

spoke enthusiast ica ll y o f the Internet as a 

tremendous storehouse of knowledge and 

of the increased possibilities for cultural 

interchange between young people. Whi le 

measures might be neecJed to ensure that 

new media is no t mono-cu ltural, speak

ers expressed confidence in the strength 

o f their own civili sa tions, and respect for 

young people's ability to use technology . 

There was also recognition that children 

and young people had views about me

dia and its role that o ften differed from 

adults , and that research alone docs not 

guarantee th ese views are hea rd. This 

was illustrated by a CNN project in which 

young people arc provided with digital 

ca meras (and training) to report on news 

of concern to them , fo r exa mple, elating 

between Homan Catholi c and Protestant 

teenagers in North ern Ireland. 

The Chilclren·s Te levision Workshop 

now has ·ioca lisecl' versions of 'Sesame 

Street' in Sourh A fri ca , Egypt and Israel , 

excerpts o f which \Vere shown :1t tile 

Summit. Whi le there was some cli scus

sion about the cul ru ra l specificity o f 

muppets the generall y positive re:1ction 

to these initiat ives rdlccted a fairly prag-

matic attitude amongst Summit delegates 

to 'compromises ' that are struck to give 

children from very different cultures ac

cess to a program like 'Sesame Street' . 

Ms Osborne, ABA Manager Standards, 

was asked to speak about the env iron

ment for children's television in Australia . 

The Australian Chi ldren's Television Foun

dation's Peter van den Hoorn convened 

th e panel and illustrated the difference in 

perspective around the theme of qua lity 

te levision fo r children. Other organisa

tions represented on the panel were China 

Central Telev ision, Children's and Youth 

Program Centre, Cuba's Latin America n 

ChilcJ 's Audiovisua l Uni verse, and th e 

Greek National Council ofl\ad iotelevision. · 

For a relati ve ly small nati on, Austra lia 's 

achievements always standout. Some o f 

Austra lia's new med ia fo r children was 

also on show at the Summit, with two of 

the most popular exhibits in th e technol

ogy p layground the ACTF's KAhooTZ 

workshop, constantl y busy 'Nith young 

conference delegates, and the ABC's World 

Link Up Youth Booth. 

At the conference: (L- R: Lesley Osborne, 
ABA, Cherrie Bottger, Ten Netork, Helen 
Harris, Kids Like Us 

For more information about the conference, 

including the conference papers, go to the 

summit web site www3rd-ws.org 
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