
12

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

N e w s U p d a t e
ABA
 Update

The ABA conducted a detailed engineering
assessment and decided, with the agreement of
the licensee of the service, 2KY, that the service
should move from its current frequency (91.5
MHz) to an alternative frequency (99.9 MHz), in
order to make channel capacity available for the
additional national radio service.
A copy of the variation to the licence area plan

is available from the ABA website
(www.aba.gov.au) or by calling Freecall 1800 810
241.

Mildura/Sunraysia radio
The ABA has decided to change the category of a
radio service planned to operate at Robinvale,
Victoria on 89.1MHz on the FM band. The service
was originally planned as a community radio
service. The ABA has changed the category of the
service to open narrowcasting and has also
decided to allow the service to operate from a
nominal site in Mildura.
In July 1995, the ABA determined the licence

area plan for Mildura/Sunraysia, making an
additional community FM radio broadcasting
service available in Mildura/Robinvale. The
service was to operate at Mildura (107.5 MHz)
with a translator at Robinvale (89.1 MHz). The
licence was subsequently allocated to the
Association of the Blind Ltd (now called Vision
Australia Foundation) on 12 September 1996.
In December 1996, Vision Australia Foundation

advised the ABA that it did not require the
Robinvale translator for the next five years. The
frequency 89.1 MHz was subsequently made
available for an open narrowcasting service in
Mildura for five years and was purchased by
Tatley Pty Ltd.
Vision Australian Foundation advised the ABA

in April 2002 that it was not in a position to
establish its transmitter in Robinvale and agreed
to the reallocation of the frequency for another
purpose.
The ABA has made the frequency available for

provision of an open narrowcasting service for a
further five years and the Australian
Communications Authority has renewed Tatley
Pty Ltd’s licence to provide an open
narrowcasting service on the frequency.
A copy of the variation to the Mildura/Sunraysia

licence area plan is available from the ABA web
site or by calling Freecall 1800 810 241.

■ Analog television services
in Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane and Adelaide

The ABA has released its draft licence area plans
for analog television services in Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide. The draft
plans set out the ABA’s preliminary views on the
number and characteristics of television services
proposed to be made available in these areas.
‘The ABA is seeking people’s views on the draft

plans, but submitters should be aware that the
process is generally about retaining the status
quo and is being completed within the confines
of current policy and legislation,’ said Professor
Flint.
Specifically the licence area plans will:

• determine the licence areas for each of the
metropolitan markets

• affirm Ministerial notifications for community
television services and

• confirm the technical parameters of each of
the existing analog television services in the
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide
commercial television licence areas.

In September 1993, the ABA determined its
planning priorities under section 24 of the
Broadcasting Services Act which specified the
preparation of analog television licence area
plans for the metropolitan markets (with the
exception of Perth) to be part of Group 5 of the
ABA’s planning priorities. Preparation of these
draft licence area plans is part of the completion
of the ABA’s planning priorities.
The draft analog television licence area plans

for Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide,
and the accompanying discussion papers are
available on the ABA website or by calling
Freecall 1800 810 241. The closing date for
submissions was 8 November 2002.

■ Changes to services:

Parkes radio
The ABA has decided to change the frequency of
an open narrowcasting radio service in Parkes.
This will enable the ABA to make channel
capacity available for an additional high power
national radio service to serve the South West
Slopes/Eastern Riverina region.
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