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Variations to digital channel
plans

The ABA has varied dig-
ital channel plans for In-
land New South Wales,

Regional Queensland and Tas-
mania to include the allotment
and assignment of digital chan-
nels for television repeater serv-
ices at 16 locations. The table

below shows the location of
each service.
The ABA also varied the

Wollongong digital channel
plan to change the channels
assigned to each commercial
broadcaster at the Wollongong
repeater site known as Brokers

for Wollongong, inland NSW,
regional Queensland and
Tasmania ...

and for
commercial
services on
the Gold
Coast

The ABA has released a vari-
ation to the digital channel

plans for Brisbane, Gold Coast
and Sunshine Coast to incorpo-
rate changes to the technical
specifications of the commer-
cial digital television services to
operate from Mt Tamborine.
The variation to the digital

channel plan reflects an increase
in the antenna height for the
transmitters for the commercial
digital television services at
Mt Tamborine, together with a
change of radiation pattern. The
changes will accommodate a
major infrastructure upgrade for

Locations for additional digital television repeater
services

Location Site

New South Wales

Bathurst Mt Panorama

Bowral/Mittagong Mt Gibraltar

Goulburn Mt Gray

Lithgow Reservoir Hill

Lithgow East Morts Estate

Portland/Wallerawang Garlands Hill

Regional Queensland

Blackwater Cutlers Hill

Boyne Island Reservoir

Capella Mt Lowe

Emerald UHF TV site

Gladstone East Maunalor Hill

Gladstone West Round Hill

Townsville North Yarrawonga

Tasmania

Hobart NE Suburbs Government Hills, Risdon

Launceston Juliana Street, West Launceston

Taroona White Rock Point

Nose. The national broadcast-
ers have been given the option
to change channel or retain
their current channel for the
same area.
‘In making this decision, the

ABA had particular regard for
the interest of viewers who will
experience less disruption and
inconvenience to access the dig-
ital television broadcasts in the
Wollongong region,’ said Pro-
fessor Flint.
‘The ABA has at all times given

the interests of viewers a high
priority. However, the decision
relating to the allotment of dig-
ital channels in Bathurst, NSW
will require a change to the
operating frequency of the CBN
analog service. Fortunately, only
relatively minor disruption to
viewers is expected. They may
need to retune their television
sets and VCRs to minimise any
degradation in picture quality,’
said Professor Flint.
‘Public information, education

campaigns and telephone
hotlines will be established to
deal with and provide timely
advice on how to retune de-
vices before any changes take
place.’

For copies of explanatory

papers and variations to

digital channel plans:

go the ABA web site:

www.aba.gov.au/tv/digitaltv/

planning/qld/index.htm

or tel: Freecall 1800 810 241.

Explanatory papers discuss

issues raised in submissions and

explain the reasons for each

decision, and variations to

digital channel plans contain the

ABA’s decisions.
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the commercial digital televi-
sion services at Mt Tamborine.
The ABA consulted on pro-

posed changes to the Gold Coast
national services in the May
2003 draft variation to the dig-
ital channel plans. The ABA is
awaiting advice from the na-
tional broadcasters on their re-
quirements at Mt Tamborine
before finalisation of the varia-
tion to the digital channel plan
for the national services.
The decisions in this variation

only affect the digital television
services; analog television re-
ception on the Gold Coast will
not improve as a result of this
variation. To access the im-
proved reception, viewers will
require a digital set-top box or
digital television. The national
television services, ABC and
SBS, commenced digital trans-
missions from Mt Tamborine in
August 2002. The commercial
broadcasters are expected to
commence digital transmissions
from Mt Tamborine in February
2004, however this timing is
dependent on the new infra-
structure being in place on time.

Moving from analog to digital broadcasting
Schedule 4 to the Broadcasting Services Act sets out arrangements for

the conversion, over time, of the transmission of television

broadcasting services from analog mode to digital mode. Under the

arrangements, the ABA is required to formulate two schemes for

conversion – a commercial television conversion scheme, and a

national television conversion scheme.

Commercial Television Conversion Scheme (CTC Scheme)

The ABA formulated the CTC Scheme in March 1999. The Scheme

commenced on 9 June 1999. The ABA varied the CTC Scheme on 21

December 2000. The ABA varied the CTC Scheme in January 2003, to

provide for Part B – Remote Licence Areas.

National Television Conversion Scheme (NTC Scheme)

The ABA formulated the NTC Scheme in December 1999. It was

approved by the Minister for Communications, Information

Technology and the Arts on 2 February 2000, and commenced on

that date. The Minister approved a variation to this Scheme on

20 December 2000. The Minister approved a variation to the NTC

Scheme in January 2003, to provide for Part B – Remote Licence

Areas.

Digital channel plans

The ABA finalised the digital
channel plans for Brisbane and
Toowoomba in July 1999.
In September 2000, the ABA

varied the digital channel plans
for Brisbane and Toowoomba
to include the allotment and
assignment of digital repeater
channels at the Gold Coast and
Sunshine Coast. At the same
time, the ABA also removed the
allotment of digital channels at
Toowoomba. The allotment of
digital channels for
Toowoomba was considered
in the development of the dig-
ital channel plans for Regional
Queensland determined by the
ABA in October 2001.
In May 2003, the ABA re-

leased a draft variation to the
digital channel plans for Bris-
bane, Gold Coast and Sunshine
Coast that incorporated changes
to the technical specifications
of both the national and com-
mercial digital television serv-
ices at Mt Tamborine.

Additional frequency to
improve 3HM’s service
in Portland

The ABA has decided to make
available an additional fre-
quency for commercial radio
service 3HFM (MIXX FM) to
serve the town of Portland,
Victoria
The new service will operate

on 93.7 MHz from a transmitter
at Mt Clay.
‘The ABA decision follows

consideration of requests from
the licensee of the commercial
radio service in Hamilton to
provide an adequate service to
Portland, which is with in the
Hamilton licence area,’ said Pro-
fessor Flint.
The 3HFM main transmitter,

which operates on 88.9 MHz
from Mt Bainbridge, does not
adequately serve the Portland
area. The licensee of the 3HFM

service has been conducting a
test transmission on 93.7 MHz
from Mt Clay since April 2003.
The draft variation to the Ham-

ilton radio licence area plan
were released for comment on
9 July 2003.

Licence area plan

A copy of the variation to the

Hamilton licence area plan is

available on the ABA web site at

www.aba.gov.au or by calling

Freecall 1800 810 241.


