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New licences allocated:

New community radio
licence for Moranbah

The ABA has allocated a
datacasting licence to the
Australian Broadcasting

Corporation (ABC) for the
whole of Australia.
‘The proposed service will add

value to the digital television
service provided by the ABC,’
said Ms Maddock.
Datacasting services can in-

clude electronic program
guides, Internet content, elec-
tronic mail, information serv-
ices, educational programs,
interactive computer games,
text or still images, and adver-
tising or sponsorship material.
‘The ABA expects that the

appeal and value of digital tel-
evision services generally will
be further enhanced as new
datacasting services start to be-
come available over the next
year or so through digital tel-
evision receivers and set-top-
boxes,’ Ms Maddock said.

Datacasting
A datacasting service is broadly
defined as a service that deliv-
ers content in the form of text,
data, speech, music or other
sounds or visual images (or in
any form or combination of
forms) to persons with appro-
priate reception equipment,
when the delivery of the serv-
ice uses the broadcasting serv-
ices bands.
Similar services delivered out-

side the broadcasting services
bands are not regulated as
datacasting services.

The definition of datacasting
is wide enough to include the
delivery of radio and television
programs. However, datacasters
face restrictions on providing
the kinds, or ‘genres’, of pro-
grams and audio content com-
monly regarded as traditional
television or radio program-
ming.

Licence conditions
The types of programs caught
by the genre conditions include,
drama, sports, music, info-
tainment or lifestyle, documen-
tary and ‘reality television’,
Category A programs. There
are also restrictions on Category
B programs which include news
or current affairs programs, fi-
nancial, market or business in-
formation bulletins and weather
bulletins. Some qualifications
to the genre restrictions allow
datacasters to provide short
extracts of Category A and B
programs.
The audio content conditions

are intended to prevent
datacasters from transmitting
matter that would be regarded
as a traditional radio program.
Provisions have been included

to prevent the use of Internet
carriage services as these and
ordinary electronic mail are not
subject to the genre or audio
conditions. There are also pro-
visions for exempting certain
content copied from the Internet
from the genre or audio condi-
tions.

Digital datacasting
licence for the ABC

The ABA has allocated a
new community radio
licence for Moranbah,

Queensland, to Rock FM Asso-
ciation Inc.
The service will broadcast on

96.9 MHz on the FM band.
Rock FM Association Inc. is
currently broadcasting on that
frequency under a temporary
community broadcasting li-
cence that expired on 30 Sep-
tember 2003. The permanent
community radio broadcasting
licence commenced on 1 Octo-
ber 2003.
‘The new service will add to

the range and diversity of serv-
ices in the Moranbah area,’ said
Ms Lyn Maddock. ‘The appli-
cant satisfied the ABA that it
would meet the existing and
perceived future needs of the
general community in the
Moranbah area.’
The ABA made this licence

available after a process of con-
sultation with the people of the
local community to seek their
views on what additional broad-
casting services were needed
in their area.
Rock FM Association Inc. was

the only applicant for the
licence. Its application was as-

sessed with particular regard to
whether the proposed service
would meet existing and per-
ceived future community needs.
Rock FM Association Inc.’s

current temporary service op-
erates 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. The proposed
service will provide programs
that will cover a wide range of
local issues, news, information
and music that appeals to the
many different community
groups across the Moranbah
licence area.

Moranbah
The Moranbah area is currently
served by two national radio
services; 4ABCRN and 4QAA;
and two commercial radio serv-
ices; 4HI and 4HOT. It is also
served by national television
services ABC and SBS, and three
commercial television services;
STQ51, TNQ54 and RTQ57.
In September 2002, the ABA

varied the Emerald licence area
plan to include one new com-
munity radio broadcasting li-
cence be made available for
Moranbah. The plan was origi-
nally determined in March 1998.


	In the news
	Listeners happier with choice of music on radio
	‘Net Detectives’ Internet safety game
	New licences allocated:
	Digital datacasting licence for the ABC
	New community radio licence for Moranbah
	The analog commercial radio sector
	Nine applicants for new Adelaide commercial radio licence
	New minister for the communications portfolio
	Trading the regulatory obligations of broadcasters

	News update
	Draft variation to Gosford and Taree licence area plans
	Changes proposed for radio services in Cocos Islands
	C and P programs
	The progress of digital television broadcasting
	Temporary community broadcasting licences

	Conference and study group reports:
	Digital radio study group consultative forum
	World Radiocommunication Conference 2003
	International ratings conference

	International broadcast & media briefs
	conference diary

