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I N T H E N E W S

Notice to Ten to remedy
foreign ownership
breach

The ABA has issued notices
to licensees of the com-

mercial television broadcaster
Network Ten, directing that
breaches of the foreign control
limits be remedied within six
months.
The notices were issued after

Ten advised the ABA that, fol-
lowing recent share trading ac-
tivity, the level of foreign
ownership in the Ten licensees
has increased to slightly above
the foreign control limits (20
per cent) prescribed under the
Broadcasting Services Act (see
below).
‘Ten has been very coopera-

tive in this matter, and has
advised the ABA that it will
work hard to prevent breaches
of this type occuring in the
future,’ said Lyn Maddock, Act-
ing ABA Chair.
The ABA has issued notices to

the licensees of the Ten serv-
ices Network Ten (Sydney) Pty
Ltd, Network Ten (Melbourne)
Pty Ltd, Network Ten (Bris-
bane) Pty Ltd, Network Ten
(Adelaide) Pty Ltd and Net-
work Ten (Perth) Pty Ltd.

The Broadcasting Services Act
The objects of the Broadcast-
ing Services Act include ensur-
ing that Australians have
effective control of the more
influential broadcasting serv-
ices, and promoting the role of
broadcasting services in devel-
oping and reflecting a sense of

Australian identity, character
and cultural diversity.
Section 57 (3) of the Act states

that foreign persons must not
have aggregate company inter-
ests in a commercial television
broadcasting licensee exceed-
ing 20 per cent.
Section 70(1) of the Act states

that if the ABA is satisfied that a
person is in breach of a provi-
sion of Division 2, 3, 4 or 5 of
the Act, the ABA may issue
notices to the person or the
licensee, directing the person
or the licensee to take action so
that the person is no longer in
breach of that provision.
Section 70(3) states that the

notice is to specify a period
during which action must be
taken to ensure that the person
is no longer in breach.
Section 70(4) specifies that

the period must be one month,
six months, one year or two
years.
Under Section 70(5), if the

ABA is satisfied that the breach
was deliberate and flagrant, the
period specified in the notice
must be one month.
Under Section 70(7), if the

ABA is satisfied that the
person breached the relevant
provision as a result of the
actions of other persons none
of whom is an associate of
the person, a period of one
year or two years must be
specified, but such a period
must not be specified in other
circumstances.

2GLF FM Liverpool –
Green Valley

Policy and procedures in place
outlining mechanisms to facilitate
internal conflict resolution

Complaint

On 13  and 18 November 2003,
the ABA received a complaint
from a member of the Liver-
pool-Green Valley Community
Radio Coop Ltd that the licen-
see of the community radio
service 2GLF did not have a
conflict resolution policy.

Decision

The ABA determined that, on
18 November 2003, the licen-
see of 2GLF, Liverpool-Green
Valley Community Radio Coop
Ltd, was in breach of clause 6.2

of the Community Broadcast-
ing Code of Practice 2002, as it
did not have a written policy
and procedure in place with
mechanisms to facilitate con-
flict resolution within the or-
ganisation.

Action taken

The licensee has provided the
ABA with policy documents re-
lating to the rights of volun-
teers and presenters. It has also
advised that these documents
were reviewed at the licensee’s
board meeting of 19 January
2004 and adopted as policy at a
meeting of 9 February 2004.

Investigation
report

Investigation reports : breach findings
To view the full report on these investigations, go to the ABA
web site: www.aba.gov.au/tv/investigations/
breach_findings/ or
www.aba.gov.au/radio/investigations/breach_findings/
where the reports are arranged according to month of
completion.


	COVER
	Contents page
	 ABA CONFERENCE 2004
	ABA conference 2004 - Lyn Maddock
	The Minister’s speech
	Between worlds: ABA Conference, June 2004, Simon Molloy
	Future choices
	The consequences of technological change:
	Fair, accurate and biased
	Sports rights: Trends, issues and forecasts for sports programming
	Programming, advertising and audiences
	The direction of broadcasting and communication regulation

	IN THE NEWS
	Revised code of practice for commercial TV
	Changes to requirements of broadcasting political matter
	Australian Communications and Media Authority
	Professor Flint steps down as ABA chairman
	Australian content standard varied
	2UE prosecution not to proceed
	Local news and information in rural and remote Australia
	Investigation report - 2GLF FM
	Notice to Ten to remedy foreign ownership breach
	Recent planning decisions
	Ravenshoe, Weldborough, Emerald, Mackay, regional Victoria


	NEWS UPDATE
	Applications invited for new community radio licences to
	Swan Hill, Roxby Downs, Braidwood, Lithgow, Warrumbungles


	Temporary community broadcasting licences
	Latrobe Valley
	Applications invited for commercial radio licence in Melbourne
	Proposed variations to TV licence area plans: 
	Remote Central and Eastern Australia
	Remote and regional Western Australia

	C and P programs
	Changes proposed for radio services in Bourke
	Proposed channels for digital TV services 
	North Eastern Victoria
	In mid north coast of Queensland

	New on www.aba.gov.au
	CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS
	INHOPE
	Stop-IT conference on Internet child pornography
	Working Party 6E

	International broadcast & media briefs
	International broadcast & media briefs
	Back cover

