criteria in the Access and Com-
pliance Statement. They will
also need to include other rel-
evant supporting documenta-
tion, including a business plan
which demonstrates that the
applicant has the necessary
funds to commence and sus-
tain a successful 12 month trial.

Access and compliance
statement

Community television trials op-
erate under the open
narrowcasting television class
licence. An open narrowcasting
service is a service whose re-
ception is limited in one of the
ways identified in section 18 of
the Broadcasting Services Act.

Class licences are not sepa-
rately issued in the same man-
ner as service licences (such as
permanent community or com-
mercial licences). However, to
operate an open narrowcasting
television service using the
broadcasting services bands, a
service provider must obtain,
from the ABA, an apparatus
licence (under the Radiocom-
munications Act).

A condition is placed on ap-
paratus licences that they be
used only ‘to provide an open
narrowcasting television serv-
ice for community and educa-
tional non-profit purposes’. In
exercising its discretion to is-
sue apparatus licences to appli-
cants proposing to provide trial
community television services,
the ABA will have regard to the
following matters in order to
determine whether a service is
likely to comply with the li-
cence condition:
a.the capacity (management,

technical and financial ca-

pacity) of the applicant to
provide the proposed serv-
ice, or to continue to provide
the service

b.the corporate structure and
constituting documents of the
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applicant (i.e. is it profit-mak-
ing?)

c. the nature of any agreements,
or proposed agreements, be-
tween the applicant and any
third party

d.the level of openness or non-
exclusivity in membership
and membership policy and
the existence and fairness of
any grievance mechanisms
relating to membership ex-
clusions

e. the equity of access for mem-
bers to programming air-time
and the existence of struc-
tures including a grievance
mechanism, designed to al-
locate air-time fairly

f. the flexibility of the appli-
cant’s programming policy
and format so as to allow
new sources of programming
to be incorporated

g.the diversity and currency of
programming to meet the
needs of the local commu-
nity and

h. the right of the community to
take part in a broad range of
activities involved in the op-
eration and management of
the service.
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Trial community television
services are generally licensed
to operate for 12 months. If at
the end of a 12 month trial the
ABA decides to extend the trial,
it may require a trial operator to
demonstrate continued compli-
ance with the condition that the
licence only be used ‘to pro-
vide an open narrowcasting tel-
evision service for community
and educational non-profit pur-
poses’, and the matters set out
in (a) to (h) above. &

To lodge an application

Those wishing to lodge an
expression of interest should
contact the ABA’s Licensing
Section on 1800 226 667 or
(02) 9334 7700 for copies of the
Mt Gambier information kit.
General information is also
available on the ABA's web site at
http://www.aba.gov.au/tv/
licensing/community/trial.htm

Closing date

Expressions of interest must be
lodged before midnight on Friday
11 February 2005. The ABA will
assess all expressions of interest
on merit and only one licence will
be issued. &Y

TPS revoked

The ABA has revoked those
parts of the Television Pro-
gram Standards (TPS) that ap-
plied to community television
broadcasters.

The TPS were originally de-
termined by the Australian
Broadcasting Tribunal in 1989.
In 1994, the ABA determined
that certain TPS would con-
tinue to apply to community
television licensees.

The TPS were replaced by
the Community Television In-
dustry Code of Practice, which
was registered by the ABA on
23 September 2004.

The only TPS still in force
following this revocation is
TPS 23, relating to Australian
content in advertising, which
applies to commercial televi-
sion licensees. [
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