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Subscription TV industry 
spends $17.7 million on 
Australian drama programs 

The subscription television 
industry spent $17.707 
million on eligible Aus

tralian and New Zealand drama 
programs in 2003-04 in meet
ing its obligations under the 
subscription television drama 
expenditure scheme. 
‘The subscription television 

industry provides substantial 
support to Australian drama pro
duction. This support provides 
an opportunity for Australians 
to create and participate in a 
wide variety of productions 
ranging from short films such 
as Hooked and Essington, fea
ture films such as Somersault, 
and television series such as 
McLeod’s Daughters, Love My 
Way and The Cooks,’ said Lyn 
Maddock, Acting ABA Chair. 
Under the scheme arrange

ments set out in the Broadcast
ing Services Act, licensees and 
channel providers are able to 
nominate eligible drama ex
penditure towards meeting re
quirements from 2003-04 or 
2002-03. 
Of the $17.7 million spent in 

2003-04, $8.937 million was 
nominated to acquit expendi
ture obligations from 2002-03, 
with the remaining $8.472 mil-
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Aggregate expenditure by subscription TV drama services on new Australian drama 

2003-04 2002-03 2001-02 

Total program expenditure $177,206,673 $199,326,879 $206,377,600 

New Australian drama 10 per cent requirement $17,720,667 $19,932,688 $20,637,760 

Actual new Australian drama expenditure $17,707,528 $19,130,511 $19,924,155 

Expenditure nominated to acquit previous year’s obligation $8,937,272* $8,246,506 $7,804,142 

$8,472,625 $10,965,030 $12,120,013 

Obligation to be met in the next financial year $9,248,042 $8,967,658 $8,246,506 

spent in excess of 10 per cent of their total program expenditure on new Australian drama programs. 

Expenditure toward current year’s 10 per cent requirement 

* Make up expenditure for the 2003-04 financial year has not been fully met due to the subscription television licensee TARBS World TV Australia Pty Ltd 
failing to provide a return for its drama channels for 2003-04. In addition, the shortfall in expenditure to be made up in the next financial year does not 
necessarily equal the difference between the 10 per cent requirement and the expenditure nominated toward this requirement, because some services 

lion nominated towards the drama program means a pro- an Australian program lation to the program or 
2003-04 requirement. An gram that has a fully scripted or program material or 
amount of $9.248 million has to screenplay in which the dra- (b) a drama program that is (d) expenditure incurred by 
be spent in 2004-05 to meet the matic elements of character, an Australian/New Zea way of the making of an 
drama expenditure requirement theme and plot are intro- land program or investment in the pro 
for 2003-04. duced and developed to form (c) a drama program that is gram or program mate 

a narrative structure, and in a New Zealand program rial and includes nil ex 
Background cludes: or penditure. 

(a) a fully scripted sketch (d) a drama program that is 
The Broadcasting Services Act comedy program or an Australian official co- Under section 103K of the Act, 
defines a subscription televi- (b) an animated drama or production (1) … if a person incurs 
sion drama service as a service (c) a dramatised documen within the meaning of the expenditure on an eligible 
devoted predominantly to tary Australian Content Standard. drama program, the eligible 
drama programs - that is, more but does not include: drama program is new if, and 
than fifty per cent of the pro- (d) a program that involves expenditure, in relation to a only if, the whole or a sub
gramming consists of drama the incidental use of ac program or program mate stantial part of the program 
programs. tors or rial, means: has not been televised in Aus-
Expenditure on new eligible (e) advertising or sponsor (a) expenditure incurred in tralia or New Zealand on a 

drama programs in 2003-04 in- ship matter (whether or acquiring the program broadcasting service at any 
cluded investment in and pay- not of a commercial or program material or time before the expenditure 
ment of licence fees for a range kind). (b) expenditure incurred in is incurred. 
of programs including shorts, producing the program 
feature films and drama series. eligible drama program or program material or 
Under section 103B of the means: (c) pre-production ex 

Broadcasting Services Act: (a) a drama program that is penditure incurred in re 

FEBRUARY 2005 7 


	In the News
	Regulating adult content on mobile phones
	Safety tips for mobile phone users
	ABA allocates new open narrowcasting services
	subscription TV spends $17.7m on Australian drama programs
	￼Australian content standard documentary guidelines
	FM radio services proposed for Launceston

	News Update
	C and P programs
	Australia to send 50,000 radio to areas hit by tsunami
	Proposed changes to Mount Tamborine services
	Changes to digital TV repeater services on NSW south coast
	Temporary community broadcasting licences 
	ABA audits ten largest ISPs for code compliance 
	Appointments
	Update on ACMA Bill
	New radio services for Bathurst area 
	New on the Web 
	ABA proposes FM translator for 2MW at Mullumbimby 
	ABA proposes merger of Upper Murray community radio areas 
	New community radio licence for Gilgandra, NSW 
	ABA extends community television trial in Lismore for a further six months 
	C and P programs - correction

	￼Your say
	Complaints and investigations
	ABA investigations into programming matters 
	ABA investigations into programming matters 
	Complaint handling by commercial radio stations


	￼Digital Radio in Australia
	￼￼International broadcast and media briefs
	Conference diary


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




