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Recent planning decisions


FM radio services for 
Launceston 

The ABA has decided to con- channel will also result in im
vert both commercial radio proved reception of ABC Local 

services and the ABC Local Radio in the area. 
Radio service in Launceston, On the evidence currently 
Tasmania from the AM band to before it, the ABA is not satis-
the FM band. fied that an additional commu-
‘This decision represents a sig- nity radio service in the 

nificant change for radio listen- Launceston market would be 
ers in Launceston and will result likely to to add substantial di-
in them having access to the versity to the programs avail-
improved sound quality of FM able in the market. An aspirant 
radio currently enjoyed in other community radio group, World 
Australian communities of com- Music Radio, has expressed in-
parable size,’ said Lyn Maddock, terest in providing a 
Acting ABA chair. multicultural community radio 
The ABA decided that com- service in the area. The ABA 

mercial radio services 7LA notes the proposal to introduce 
would operate on 89.3 MHz a self-help SBS radio service in 
and 7EX would operate on Launceston (with the 
90.1 MHz in the FM band. Launceston City Council as li-
The ABA also decided that the cence holder) and proposes to 

ABC Local Radio service would review the community radio 
move from 711kHz on the AM situation in two years. 
band to operate on 91.7 MHz The decisions are contained 
in the FM band. The ABC’s in the variation to the 
other national radio services, Launceston licence area plan, 
NewsRadio, Classic FM, Radio available from the ABA ’s 
National and Triple J all oper- website, www.aba.gov.au/ra-
ate on the FM band in the dio/services/services/tas/ 
Launceston region. The FM launceston/index.htm or tel: 

1800 226 667. 

Improved commercial 
radio reception in 
Mullumbimby 

The ABA has decided to only rectify the reception defi
make channel capacity ciencies in the southern part of 

available for commercial radio the 2MW licence area but en-
service 2MW Murwillumbah to sure that there is no overspill 
rectify reception deficiencies in into the adjacent Lismore com
the Mullumbimby area of New mercial radio licence area’ said 
South Wales. Ms Maddock. 
The ABA has made 103.5MHz The ABA’s decision is con-

on the FM band available for a tained in the variation to the 
transmitter at the Vodafone site Murwillumbah licence area 
near Ocean Shores with a maxi- plan, available from the ABA’s 
mum effective radiated power website, www.aba.gov.au/ra-
of 250W and a directional ra- dio/services/services/nsw/ 
diation pattern. murwillumbah/index.htm or tel: 
‘The ABA’s decision will not 1800 226 667. 
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