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Remote area radio
services at Mount
Tamborine, Queensland

he ABA has decided not

I to vary the technical op

erating conditions of the

commercial radio services 4RBL

and 4BRZ Remote North East

Zone at Mount Tamborine,
Queensland.

‘After weighing up the com-
peting considerations with re-
gard to the remote area radio
services at Mount Tamborine,
the ABA has decided not to
alter the technical specifications
of these services as requested
by the licensee, Rebel FM,’ said
Ms Maddock.

‘The ABA does not consider
that the additional overspill of
the services into the Gold Coast
market that would result from
the changes can be justified,’
said Ms Maddock.

The licensee, Rebel FM Stereo
Pty Ltd, had sought modifica-
tions to the maximum transmit-
ting power in certain directions
incorporating an increase in the
antenna height for these serv-
ices.

There are credible arguments
that the signal strength of Rebel
FM’s services in its licence area
to the west of Mount Tamborine
should be at least as good as
the fortuitous signals from the
commercial radio services li-

June 2005

censed to serve the adjacent
Gold Coast area. However, the
population in the Gold Coast
licence area that would receive
a fortuitous signal if the modi-
fied technical specifications
were used would vastly out-
number the population cov-
ered in the Mount Tamborine
part of Rebel FM’s licence area.

The ABA has decided to make
FM channel capacity available
for the 4RBL FM service at
Barrington and Coomba Park/
Stroud on 97.7 MHz and 94.1
MHz respectively. The ABA also
decided to make FM channel
capacity available in the
Coomba Park/Stroud area for
Rebel FM’s second commercial
radio service, 4BRZ, on
93.1 MHz.

These decisions are contained
in a variation to the licence area
plan for radio services in the
Remote Central and Eastern
Australia licence area.

For copies of the licence area plan
The variation to the licence area
plan for radio services in the
Remote Central and Eastern
Australia licence area is available
from the ABA website, at
www.aba.gov.au or tel:

1800 226 667. &y

Channels for digital
television repeater
services in north west

Tasmania

he ABA’s variation to the
| digital channel plans for
the north west region of
Tasmania include the allotment
and assignment of channels for
digital television repeater serv-
ices at Barrington Valley,
Burnie, East Devonport, Lileah,
Meander, Penguin, Port Sorell,
Smithton, Ulverstone, Waratah
and Wynyard.

The plans set out the chan-
nels the existing commercial
and national television broad-
casters will use for their digital
transmissions. The ABA has also
identified as yet unassigned
channels that may be used for
other purposes, including
datacasting.

‘In finalising these plans the
ABA weighed up a number of

important factors. These include
the aim of spectrum efficiency,
the need to minimise any
changes that viewers will have
to make to their existing recep-
tion equipment to receive dig-
ital broadcasts and the
desirability of broadcasters be-
ing able to use their existing
transmission facilities to broad-
cast digital television services,’
said Ms Maddock.

For copies of the plans

An explanatory paper, which
discusses issues raised in
submissions, and the variation to
the digital channel plans for
Tasmania (North West region) are
available on the ABA’s web site at
www.aba.gov.au or tel:

1800 226 667.
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