A sketch plan of Level 2 of the new AFP headquarters,

New HQ for AFP

« From Page |

The AFP's projects officer for the build-
ing, Mrs Dorothy Poggio, said that detailed
discussions had already begun on the

extensive internal ‘fitting out' of the
building.
The building is designed to accom-

modate 600 people—providing accom-
modation for those AFP personnel
presently scattered in numerous Canberra
buildings such as MTIA House, NRMA
House, Havelock House, Unit 5 and the
Alexander and AMP Buildings.

Mrs Poggio said that major features of
the building were the twin-tower design,
its impressive entrance foyer, internal
courtyard and the arrangements made to
house specialist scientific and technical
equipment.

A brief description of the building is:

Ground Floor: The main entrance foyer
and also a medical centre and theatrette,
interview and briefing rooms and dining
area which can, if necessary, for formal
occasions accommodate 300 people. The
area will have a general staff dining room
and executive dining room. And a bar/ rec-
reation area which accesses an internal
courtyard. The ground floor also contains
the library and various exercise rooms.

Level One: This houses the operations
rooms—one for Canberra and the other a

We all hear about the silent ma-
jority, those who support police,
but don't say so publicly. Two did
recently—in the nicest way.

A card, under the heading "Just to Say
Thank You Sincerely", arrived recently
from Canberra resident, Helen M. Kenny.

Mrs Kenny, of Evatt, wrote:

"Dear Sir,

| am writing to express my sincere ap-
preciation to the two members of your
Police Force who showed us such kindness
and consideration during the severe hail-
storm, which hit the West Belconnen area
on Saturday, December 10th.

I regret that | am unable to identify the
policewoman and the policeman who
came to our assistance. | know the lady
was from Stirling and the gentleman, |
think, was from the Spence area. Sadly,
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national operations room—the scientific
directorate and various conference rooms
and offices.

Level Two and upwards are the various
open plan office accommodation and
executive area.

As part of the security arrangements for
the building, no windows are provided
below a level of about six metres above the
ground. The secure internal courtyard over-
comes the problem of providing natural
lighting to lower accommodation.

The whole of the exterior of the building
will be centrally monitored with security
cameras from the operations and com-
munications areas.

The building also has extensive under-
ground parking facilities. This area will be
for official police vehicles only and is ser-
viced by a number of lifts.

On higher levels, windowed facades
face in all directions of the compass. Direct
sunlight is controlled by the use of tinted
windows and adjustable Venetians be-
tween double glazing insulated window
mullions.

In the typical office area, no point is
more than eight metres from a window,
providing a high level of natural light.

In keeping with other buildings in the
area, the headquarters will have sheltered
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showing the layout of office accommodation on that floor.

pedestrian areas on all major street front-
ages, with the addition of deciduous trees
to give shade in the summer and allow the
sun to penetrate in winter.

Minister
names
second

Deputy

The appointment of Mr Roy
Farmer. QPM, as a Deputy Com-
missioner of the Australian Federal
Police was announced recently by
the Special Minister of State, Mr
Kim Beazley.

Mr Farmer is the second officer to be
appointed to that rank, joining Deputy
Commissioner Mr John Johnson.

The Minister said that the appointment
of Mr Farmer would be of considerable as-
sistance to the Commissioner, Major-
General R. A. Grey, in maintaining the high
standard of general policing in the Aus-
tralian Federal Police.

Mr Farmer, 51, joined the former Com-
monwealth Police in 1969, after serving in
the New South Wales Police Force.

He has had a distinguished police career,
rising to the rank of Acting Assistant Com-
missioner in the Commonwealth Police,
before being appointed Assistant Com-
missioner in the Australian Federal Police
in 1979.

In 1981 he went to the United Kingdom

where he undertook the Senior Command
Course at the Police Staff College,
Bramshill.
Deputy Commissioner Mr Roy Farmer after
taking his oath of office before the Chief Judge
of the A.C.T. Supreme Court, His Honour Sir
Richard Blackburn.

Some words of praise

today, we live in a society of "knockers",
and people are very quick to criticise the
Police. | wish you to know that these two
members are a credit to themselves and to
the ACT Federal Police.

My elderly mother was alone in the
house when the storm hit. When the Police
arrived, they were soaked to the skin and
wearing only light clothing. They were able
to reassure my mother and inspected the
interior of the house for leaks, but not be-
fore showing their further consideration in
removing their wet shoes before entering
the house.

We had occasion to ring them again in
the next two hours, and again they were
prompt and considerate in their attention.

Once more, | would like to express my
sincere gratitude to them."

The second was from Mr Alan Rowe, a
community worker with Queanbeyan City
Council.

"Dear Commissioner Grey,

| am writing on behalf of the school
board, kindergarten children and staff of
Wanniassa Primary School, to thank you
for the participation by the staff of Wan-
niassa Police Station on Friday 16
December, 1983.

Each year | play the part of Father
Christmas for the Wanniassa Junior School
and arrive with those Police who are avail-
able. They then assist in handing out lolli-
pops and ice blocks. As part of my Christ-
mas message | introduce the Police officers
and | tell the children that the Police are
their friends, they love them and care
about their safety and happiness, and that

they will always help them.

It is great to see your men talking with
the little children. It is a warm and happy
occasion.

As the officers this year said: "It is a real
change from either going to trouble or
coming back from trouble.”

Would you please convey our appreci-
ation to Sgt. Evans, Sgt. McEvoy, Snr.
Constables Fuller and Milliken and their
colleagues.

As the community worker with Quean-
beyan City Council, | appreciated the work
of the police. Their job is the most difficult
in the community and they do it with
dedication.

We, in Canberra, are fortunate in the
quality of the persons who make up our
Police."



