increasing need for police administration to deploy diminishing
resources to service an array of complex policing problems in
the most effective and efficient manner.

The majority of Western world police agencies have
modelled their goals and philosophy on Peel’s Eleven Principles
of Law Enforcement — which hold that securing the willing co-
operation of the community and promoting crime prevention
are central to the police mission. Australian experience in
police/community involvement has demonstrated the willing-
ness of the general public to actively participate in police
initiated programs aimed at crime control.

Community support in Australia has been most evident in
the enthusiastic support given to the Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme. Based on similar programs established in Asia and the
United States, the Australian scheme aims to involve the
general community in activities designed to protect property,
and encourage early detection and reporting of crime. The
scheme upon which Neighbourhood Watch was based sought
to reduce the rate of preventable crime, and in particular
residential burglary. This is achieved by residents organising
into neighbourhood zones, and through a process of crime
prevention awareness and action, reduce the likelihood of
criminal attack upon their property and person.

The pilot Australian Neighbourhood Watch scheme began in
Victoria in 1983. The scheme was so well received by the
Victorian public that in 1984, the Australian Federal Police,
through its Police/Community Relations Unit, developed and
introduced a similar pilot program in the Tuggeranong Valley
in the A.C.T. Again, the scheme was so enthusiastically
welcomed by residents that in January 1985 a decision was
taken to implement the program on a selective basis throughout
the Canberra area. At present, almost 42,000 Canberra
residences are actively involved in the scheme, covering
approximately 68 “zones”. Each zone contains 600 houses, and
within those zones individual leaders are chosen to co-ordinate
implementation of the various elements of the scheme. The
Neighbourhood Watch program has been an unqualified
success. The implementation of Neighbourhood Watch gen-
erated significant media interest which has also heightened
people’s awareness of crime prevention. An aspect of major
significance is that while dramatic reductions occurred in
burglary in Neighbourhood Watch areas in 1985, there was no
continuing increase in Territory burglaries.

Community policing is not a new concept, but in a
democratic society like Australia it remains a vital concept
which offers some exciting and timely opportunities for change.
The A.C.T. experience with the Neighbourhood Watch
program serves only to enforce this notion. It is a program
heavily reliant upon public participation for its success and
momentum. That it continues to grow in strength demonstrates
the enthusiasm with which the community has welcomed the
scheme. In a paper delivered at an Institute of Criminology
Seminar on Community Policing in 1984, Inspector David
Smith, of the Research and Development Branch of the
Victoria Police, stated:

“Necessity and desire appear to be creating a climate in

which the police can gain additional public support — if

the police make the effort. A starting point is an energetic

Neighbourhood Watch Program.”

The A.C.T. experience has demonstrated that community
support of policing is both effective and rewarding. The AFP
has made a strong commitment to the scheme, and the
continuing and overwhelming support of the Canberra com-
munity has established a neighbourhood spirit which has
effectively combated the high incident of criminal activity at the
community level. The scheme is worthy of the highest praise
and continuing support is to be encouraged to ensure that the
notion of community policing remains a vital element in the
fight against crime and disorder in Australia.

WHAT A SURPRISE!

F the reaction of children at Royal Canberra Hospital is any
I guide, Kenny Koala is about to become a best-seller author.
That is, of course, if his new publication was for sale.

Kenny’s first publishing effort is a colouring and bed-time
story book titled ‘Senior Constable Kenny Koala and the BIG
SURPRISEY

The launching took place on 16 July in the children’s activity
room at the hospital and was attended by Assistant Commis-
sioner Val McConaghy and Capital 7 Television’s Chief
Executive, Mr Bill Rayner. Both were presented with copies of
the book by the AFP’s graphic designer, Terry Browne, who
‘helped’ Kenny write and illustrate the story.

The theme of the book, children’s safety, is woven into the
pursuit of the ‘BIG SURPRISE’.

Inititial distribution is free and will be by request to Capital
7. The book also will become a part of the AFP Safety
Education Unit's regular children’s education program.



