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Commissioner Mick Keelty hosted 

a reception at the AFP College in 

Canberra on 26 February to recognise 

the outstanding contribution to 

policing in the Pacific made by senior 

AFP members Shane Castles and 

Andy Hughes.

As former commissioners of police for 

the Solomon Islands and Fiji, respectively, 

Commissioner Keelty praised each man’s 

bravery in the job and how their conduct 

under extreme duress enabled them to 

return to Australia as role models for other 

AFP officers. 

“We have two commissioners who have 

shown enormous personal commitment 
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and courage to the people of another 

nation.

“here are not many commissioners I have 

met who would have undergone the sort 

of experiences they’ve undergone. hey 

didn’t compromise their integrity and 

they didn’t compromise the principles of 

policing,” he said.

Mr Castles and Mr Hughes said that, 

while disappointed about the terms on 

which they left the Pacific they had no 

regrets about what they achieved in their 

roles as commissioners.

In his 20 months tenure, Mr Castles 

had significant achievements with 

more than 200 recruits graduating from 

the Solomon Islands Police Academy 

and many officers completing the 

Solomon Islands Police Force Leadership 

Development Program conducted by the 

Australian Institute of Police Management.

As the first Australian to serve in the role 

of Fiji Police Commissioner, Mr Hughes 

reflected on the 3½ years he oversaw an 

organisation of 4200 police, 32 police 

stations and 94 police posts.

“If anything, I’ve opened the eyes, the 

minds and hearts of the Fiji police and 

what they are capable of and the path 

they should be following. I think I’ve been 

able to increase their self-esteem and 
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confidence and make them recognise 

and reflect on what it means to be a 

professional police officer and their duty 

of service to the community,” he said.

Mr Hughes said it was important to 

understand that the threat of a coup had 

been bubbling since 2003 and it was 

something that the police force had to 

manage.

“I do believe that we frustrated the 

planning to commit a coup by taking a 

determined stance – the thin blue line as 

they say,” he said.

Under other circumstances and driven 

by the Solomon Islands Government, 

Mr Castles came under attack for his 

investigations of those responsible for 

the April ‘06 riots in Honiara, and was 

declared an “undesirable immigrant” by 

Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare. 

Commissioner Keelty highlighted at the 

dinner that Mr Castles put his life on the 

line for the people of the Solomon Islands, 

driving through rioting crowds to get a 

writ signed by the Governor-General for 

the state of emergency.

In Fiji, Mr Hughes had endured intense 

political pressure while maintaining the 

rule of law in Fiji in the lead up to an 

eventual military coup in December. Apart 

from personal threats, threats were made 

against the well-being of his family.

With more than 50 years of policing 

service between these two men, they 

have chosen to take different paths into 

the future. 

Mr Castles is taking early retirement to live 

in Merimbula on the NSW south coast 

and Mr Hughes is awaiting news on a 

peacekeeping position with the United 

Nations and in the interim is taking an 

extended holiday.

While Fiji resolves its own path to 

democracy the Regional Assistance 

Mission to the Solomon Islands will 

continue its presence in the Solomon 

Islands and retain the balance of law and 

order.

Commissioner Keelty said that the AFP 

has learnt a lot from enforcing the rule of 

law and democracy in troubled pacific 

nations.

“For a long time now the AFP has been 

committed to assisting the development 

of police forces not only in the Solomons 

and Fiji but also Vanuatu, Tonga, Timor-

Leste, Cambodia and Asian countries. It is 

important to stand for the apolitical nature 

of policing – it has to serve the community 

as well as the Government,” he said.

Fiji Police Commissioner Andy Hughes 

officiating at the May 2005 funeral of Assistant 

Superintendent Asaeli Tamanitoakula.

Shane Castles assuming the role of 

Commissioner of Police for the Solomon 

Islands in April 2005.
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