
The road to the AFP   
The AFP’s international reputation of excellence begins at the AFP 
College and continues throughout a police of cer’s career.  
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Graduation day after 24 weeks of training.
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Constable El Hewitt practises pistol drills  
before live ring the Glock standard police  
rearm during her recruit course.

Constable Saxon Martin does an initial vehicle check  
during the Driver Training Module of his recruit course.

Constable El Hewitt prepares for training.
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It was a long and winding road that brought Constable 

old single parent had dreamed of coming to Australia 

that would prove to be the bedrock of her values as 

presence made her feel safe despite a problematic 

the judicial system and prison management systems 
in Victoria, which brought her in contact with police 

 

troubled backgrounds, working in the justice system 
and her own concerns as a parent raised her concern 

through the doors had some sort of relationship with 

Each recruit, of course, has their own journey that 

Once inside the doors of the college, the recruits then 
embark along a common journey toward a career in 

Recruitment

Assistant Commissioner Shane Connelly was directly 
 

Assistant Commissioner Connelly is quick to  
 

have been very happy with the standard of constable 

present change within the modern world demands  
a management philosophy that factors change  

is designed to integrate the capability needs of 

then can look for the right people for the right job, 
whether as sworn or unsworn members of the 

Annual recruitment

Diversity  

of the Australian community from each new 

of diversity, including gender and indigenous 
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It also includes skills diversity such as people 

language skills and also may have other technical 

“Diversity is so important to us and skills diversity is 
so important to us because the world is becoming 

“You can see that in the ICT area, you can see that in 
the cybercrime areas, in forensics and for accounting 

University graduates
Connelly says recruiting every year will also allow the 

small numbers of graduates every year will ensure 

from diverse backgrounds with a diverse range of 

AFP College

Recruit training consists of eight major learning 
 

 
 

do focus largely on theory lessons as the recruits 
begin to absorb the organisation and law  

“We started off doing a lot of theory, which is very 
necessary to give an insight into the organisation 

trained to conduct interviews and take statements 

training versions of the technology and management 
tools they will use once they graduate to process the 

Stewart Allen says the initial weeks of training are an 

essential that recruits are immersed into the police 

information but they are having police values 

Recruits do the hard yards at physical training. Recruits conduct a training scenario at the AFP’s Majura training facility.
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a critical part of their education but they also need 

to the police lifestyle and bringing them into the 

“We introduce them to how they will be perceived 
and how to engage with the public and the 

Instructors use a process colloquially called ‘listen, 

information and new skills embedded as a foundation, 
recruits then progress to advanced practical modules 

modules that have gone before and further add to the 

operational safety is essential training in the range of 

the equipment they carry in order to establish their 
own safety, and that of other team members and the 

“We all make mistakes but I think that everyone 
would agree that we are not perfect and if we are 
going to make mistakes then now is the forum to 

Driver training was also a popular module among 

being around in the public, seeing it on the other side 

 
defence member, also got a lot of value from the 

“One of the highlights was learning how to 

that point from being a pretty cautious driver where I 
felt in control of the vehicle and could drive quickly in 

Constable El Hewitt during operational safety training on her recruit course. Recruits during training in Canberra.

“Diversity is so 
important to us and 
skills diversity is 
so important to us 
because the world is 
becoming more and 
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“I knew that there 
was going to be 
physical and mental 
challenges but I 

have a clear idea of 

Constable El Hewitt on the ring range during recruit training.
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Values 
The one constant among the recruits was the 

something back as part of a bigger whole is what 

was actually one of the highlights of the course 

“I knew I was going to be challenged, I knew that 
there was going to be physical and mental challenges 

research on the internet and you can read and ask 

think everything came together at the RAVC (Recruit 
Applicant Validation Centre) weekend which was the 
validation weekend before we started and that was 

“Every day just being part of this group of fellow 

every day when you know that you are working with a 

Likewise, Constable Martin says the unity of purpose 
and integrity was something that was very apparent 

course mates and people involved with the training —  

They are very laid back but very professional when 

“I think everyone has a sense of humour and they 
have all been selected on the same sort of criteria and 
that is to work very hard and work very professionally  
— but they can also have a joke and it just breeds a 

Click here to watch an interview  
with Constable Kate Wilson-Smith  
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Graduation
The challenges of recruit training are a milestone 

graduated on 19 June this year in the presence of 

“On Monday or shortly thereafter you will start your 

to turn you from recruits into constables, the reality  
 

“You are no longer just members of the public, 

demand integrity, we demand values, we demand 

And so the journey continues for the newly graduated 

has returned to her adopted home of Melbourne 

Meanwhile, new recruit courses have started on their 

Constable  
Kate Wilson Smith  

receives the  
Commissioner’s Award  

for Excellence

Constable Luisa Genovese delivers the ‘student 
response’, on behalf of both graduating courses, to 
AFP Commissioner Andrew Colvin’s address. 
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marched onto the parade while family, friends and loved 
ones cheered them on for their last step before taking active 

An opportunity for family members to photograph the 
 

to the parade to take a memento of the occasion before  

Commissioner Andrew Colvin thanked staff for their effort 

“I know from my discussion with the recruit training team that 
 

“You have shown commitment and dedication and that will 

Commissioner Colvin also announced that Recruits 
Mohammad Joya and Michael Ronan had respectively been 
awarded the Alan Castles Award, which is chosen  

 

Recruit Johnathon Trott delivered the student response 
on behalf of both courses before Commissioner Colvin 

 

 
 

New AFP members 
take post
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