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CENTRAL AMERICA -
THE CONTADORA PEACE PROCESS:
NICARAGUA AND THE UNITED STATES -

Acocording to the BBC World Service, 22 September 1984, the Nicaraguan leader

Mr Daniel Ortega is ready to sign the "peace plan" (the "Contadora Act")prepared
by the Contadora Group - Columbia, Venezula, Mexico and Panama. He indicated that
his country would be prepared to sign this without modification and called upon
the United States to also sign the draft peace treaty. Since the United States
claimed an historical right to be involved in the affairs of central America, he
observed that it should also sign the treaty and comply with its provisions. Some
of the documents relevant to the Contadora peace process include:-

1. The Cancun Declaration on Peace in Central America, 17 July 1983:
UN Document A/38/303 and S/15877; 23 ILM 841 (1984);

2. Document of Objectives of The Contadora Group and the Central American
States, 9 September 1983: UN Document S/16041; 23 ILM 846 (1984);

3. Commnique of the Contadora Group and Central American Foreign
Ministers, 8 January 1986: UN Document A/39/71 and S/16262;
23 IIM 857 (1984).

4. Contadora Act for Peace and Co-operation in Central America

(Reference should also be made to selected documents published in 23 IIM 852-864
(1984) and to the Costa Rica - Nicaragua Joint Resolution (1984) Australian I.L.
News 384; 23 IIM 863 (1984).

The Contadora Act for Peace and Co-operation in Central America is a draft tready
prepared by the Contadora group. The signatories to the treaty would be Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. The Contadora group would
be parties to an "Additional Protocol" which would be annexed to the Contadora Act.
We publish below a non official translation of the revised version of the
Contadora Act, made available to us in October 1984 by His Excellency, J. Cabrera
Munoz Iedo, Ambassador of Mexico to Australia.

In the meantime the US has signalled objections to some aspects of the Contadora
Act, and in November, some of the proposed parties to the Act indicated the need for
further revisions.
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