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TWO REPORTS ON THE PRESS

ATTACKS ON THE PRESS

i  The Committee to Protect Journalists 
j  released, in March, its annual review of 

press freedom violations worldwide. The 
review noted that 56 journalists had been 
ki lied in the line of duty in 1993 and that 
126 journalists were jailed in 28 nations at 
the end of the year.
More than half those jailed has been there 
for more than two years and all were 
jailed because of their reporting.
The review, Attacks on the Press in 1993, 
lists over 700 violations of press freedom 

| in 85 countries, as well as two extensive 
| reports, one on Haiti and the other on the 
■ unsolved murders of immigrant 
j  journalists in the US.

The CPJ admits that, due to the difficulty 
of obtaining reliable information in many 
countries, hie report greatly understates 
the frequency and severity of the 
problems.
The section of the report on Australia 
noted the jailing of a journalist and the 
threat to two others of jail in 1993. All 
resulted from attempts by the journalists 
to protect their confidential sources.

W ORLD PRESS FREEDOM
A report from Freedom House, sponsored 
by the Freedom Forum, listed the 
A ustralian press amongst the world's five 
most free press nations because of the 
vibrancy, diversity and lack of 
government encumbrance. The "top five" 
were, in order, Belgium, New Zealand, 
Australia, Norway and Denmark.
The survey, issued to mark the UN's 
International Press Freedom Day on 3 
May, measured the print and electronic 
media of 186 countries in four broad
areas:
• whether laws or administrative 
decisions influence the content of the news 
media;
• the degree of political influence or 
control over media;
• economic influences on the media by 
government or private entrepreneurs; and
• the degree of oppression ranging from 
killing journalists to censoring material.
Australia lost some points in the last 
category, presumably due to the contempt 
laws which saw journalists jailed or 
threatened with jail in 1993 and the 
"chilling effect" of defamation law.

ABOUT THE PRESS COUNCIL
The A u stralian  Press C ouncil w as  
e s ta b lis h e d  in  1 9 7 6  w ith  th e  
responsibility of p reservin g  the free
d o m  of the press w ithin  A ustralia  
an d  en su rin g the m ain ten an ce of the  
high est journalistic stan d ard s, w hile  
a t the sam e tim e servin g as a forum  
to  w h ic h  a n y o n e  m a y  ta k e  a 
com p lain t con cern in g  the press.

It is fu n d e d  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r  
ind u stry , an d  its au th ority  rests on  
the w illingness of publishers and  
e d ito rs  to  re s p e c t th e C o u n cil 's  
v ie w s, to  a d h e re  v o lu n ta rily  to  
e th ica l s ta n d a rd s  an d  to a d m it  
m istakes publicly.

The C ouncil consists of 21 m em bers. 
A p art from  the ch airm an  (w ho m u st  
h ave  no association  w ith  the press), 
there are  10 publishers' nom inees, 
s e v e n  p u b lic  m e m b e rs , tw o  
journalist m em bers and an  editorial 
m e m b e r . (N o n e  o f th e  p u b lic  
m e m b e rs  c a n  h a v e  h a d  a n y  
previous connection w ith  the press.) 
The n ew sp ap ers'rep resen tatives are  
d raw n  fro m  the ranks of m e tro 
p o lita n , su b u rb a n  a n d  c o u n try  
publishers as w ell as from  A A P . The  
public is rep resented  by people from  
all w alks of life.

The Press C ouncil is able to am en d  
its constitution  w ith  the ap p roval of 
its con stitu en t bodies. Significantly, 
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  is p la c e d  on  
m em bers acting as individuals rather 
than  as the rep resentatives of their 
ap p oin tin g organisations.

Complaints Procedure
If y o u  h ave a  com p lain t again st a 
n ew sp ap er or periodical, you  should  
first take it up w ith  the ed itor or 
o th e r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  
publication con cern ed .

If the com p lain t is n ot resolved  to 
y o u r satisfaction, you  m a y  refer it to 
the A u stralian  P ress C ouncil. A  
c o m p la in t  m u s t  be sp e c if ic , in  
w ritin g , an d  a cc o m p a n ie d  b y  a 
cu ttin g  o r clear p h o to sta t of the  
m a tte r  c o m p la in e d  o f , w ith  
su p p ortin g  d ocu m en ts o r evid en ce, 
if an y. C om p laints m u st be lod ged  
w ithin  three m on th s of publication.

T h e  C o u n c il  w ill  n o t  h e a r  a 
com p lain t subject to  legal action  or, 
in the C ou n cil's view , possible legal 
action , unless the com p lain an t is 
w illing to sign a w aiv er of the right 
to such  action.

A d d ress com p lain ts o r inquiries to:

E xecu tive  S ecretary
The A u stralian  Press C ouncil
Suite 303 ,
149 C astlereagh  Street 
S ydney N SW  2000

F or inform ation or ad vice, telephone  
(02) 261 1930; callers from  outside  
the S yd n ey M etrop olitan  area  can  
rin g  on  Free Call (1800) 02 5712.
A  b o o k le t se ttin g  o u t the a im s, 
p ra ctice s  an d  p ro ce d u re s  o f th e  
C ouncil is available free from  the  
ab ove ad d ress.

MAILING LIST AND MAILING LABELS

From time to time, those on the 
m ailing  list m ove. If you  w ould  like 
to continue to receive the News, 
please le tth e  Press Council know  o f  
any change in address.

Also, please check the label on the 
envelope o f  this issue to ensure th a t 
it is accurate. Any corrections to the 
labels should  be fo rw arded  to  the 
Press Council office.
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