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THE MEDIA:
REPORTER OR REFORMER?

In  March, the Press Council co-sponsored a forum in Sydney at which media professionals 
from here and abroard discussed the media's ethical responsibility.

Ca n  the m edia help reduce 
conflict? O r should it just 
report? Indeed, should the 
m e d ia  try  to  ch a n g e  

society for the better? These were some 
o f th e  is s u e s  d isc u sse d  a t an 
Internationa 1 Med ia Forum  in Sydney 
on the w eekend of 15 and 16 M arch. 
F orty-tw o  jo u rn a lis ts , p u b lish ers, 
e d ito rs  a n d  co m m e n ta to rs  from  
A ustralia and  overseas m et at the 
roundtable forum  convened by the 
A ustralian  P ress C ou ncil and the 
In te r n a t io n a l C o m m u n ic a tio n s  
Forum.

W hile the th em e was the seem ingly 
bland, T he R o l e  a n d  R e s p o n s ib il ity  
o f  th e  M e d ia ,  the subject m atter was 
full of u ndercu rrents such is "W hat is 
truth an y w ay ?" as the participants 
got dow n to  questions like how  to 
report clashes of race and culture, let 
a lo n e w a r ; h o w  to te ll w h e th e r  
reporting is balanced; and w hat are 
the a im s  a n d  a s p ir a t io n s  o f 
publishers?

The forum  w as opened by the C hairs 
of the tw o convening  bodies.

Professor D avid F lin t, Chairm an of the 
Press Council, noted that, w orld-wide, 
percep tions of the m edia w ere not 
flattering:

"I d on 't pay m uch attention to the media 
because I don't believe any of them ," 
said one critic in Paris. Or from  Rome: 
"W hen I buy a new spaper I am perfectly 
aw are the inform ation I get is b iased ."

Today there were few er new spapers 
and m ore highly educated journalists, 
said Prof Flint, and this m ight contribute 
to such m istrust. H e em phasised that 
state  in terv en tion , often  p rop osed , 
w ould not be a rem edy but w ould only 
m ake things far worse.

IC F Chair W illiam  Porter, introducing 
h is  o rg a n is a tio n , sp o k e  o f its  
es ta b lish m en t and aim s. A fter his 
retirem ent as a publisher in 1990, he 
convened the ICF as a w ay for media 
people to thrash out questions of ethical 
responsibility am ong them selves.

R ichard  W alsh, Chairm an of Australian 
C o n so lid a te d  P re ss  In te rn a tio n a l, 
com m enting on the general themes, was 
unw orried by public criticism.

"T h e press should be an irritant: It 
will alw ays have its critics," he said, 
disagreeing w ith the view  "thatthere's 
a thing called truth and you go out 
with a cam era, photograph it and 
reproduce it in w hatever m edium  you 
belong to. 1 respect that philosophical 
belief. But som e of us believe there's a 
battleground o f d isputing opinions 
and you can 't photograph it. It's a 
very slippery thing, a chim era ..."

H e in s ta n c e d  th e h o rro rs  o f 
paedophilia, and drew  attention to 
o n e  " e x tr a o r d in a r i ly  in te re s tin g  
ethical qu estion": the fact that some 
teachers, suspected "on  the say-so of 
children but not actually found guilty, 
can no longer get em ploym ent". He 
thought the m edia contributed  by 
stirring the m ud on issues and "m aybe 
find great d ifficulty  in com ing to grips 
w ith its rights and w rongs. The truth 
is we d o n 't stir as m uch as w e w ant to 
"because of the fear that "in  exploring 
som e issues w e will arouse prejudice 
and paint a picture of ourselves which 
we d on 't like".
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REPORTING RACE AND 
CULTURE CONFLICTS
R oss Tzannes, Deputy Com m issioner 
o f th e  N S W  E th n ic  A ffa ir s  
Com m ission, chaired the first session 
w hich  d iscu ssed  how  the m ed ia  
should approach  the rep ortin g  of 
c la sh e s  w h ich  in v o lv e  d if fe re n t 
cultures. The m edia, he sa id , m ust act 
as the com m unity's conscience, as the 
shaper of its self-perception. Concepts 
of cultural diversity are so fragile, he 
added, and the pow er of the m edia so 
potent.

The discussion w as led by two m en 
with w ide international know ledge 
of this scene: Rajm ohan G andhi, and 
Dr Zaki Badawi.

R a jm o h a n  G a n d h i, a n  In d ia n  
journalist and academ ic, gave two 
exam ples of w here the Indian m edia 
had helped defuse potential violence 
and one where it had increased such 
dangers. W hen Indira G andhi was 
assassinated by  Sikh m em bers of her 
bodyguard, there w as trem endous 
public hostility tow ards the m inority 
Sikh com m unity, and som e5 000Sikhs 
w ere  k ille d  in  re p r is a l . In d ia n  
new spapers played a p artin  restoring 
some confidence betw een the Sikh 
com m unity and the Indian nation.

In  1992  w h en  a H in d u  m ob 
dem olished a m osque at A hyodya, 
journalists w ere attacked and their 
e q u ip m e n t d a m a g e d . In d ia n  
new spapers took the clear line that 
extrem ist H indu opinion could n otbe 
to lera ted  and h elp ed  d efu se  the 
situation.

By contrast, one of India's great 
new spapers, The Times o f  India, 
printed in its Bom bay edition 
in  Ja n u a ry  1 997  a la r g e  
su p p le m e n t e u lo g is in g  a 
p op u larist p o litic ia n  w h ose 
extrem e sectarian attitudes had 
inflam ed the bloody H indu- 
M uslim  riots in the city during
1993. The publishers w ere paid 
8 m illio n  ru p e e s  and  
underm ined the reputation of 
the newspaper.

It m ust be difficult in Australia, M r 
Gandhi added, to visualise the pressures 
o f a clim ate of frenzy and hatred under 
w hich m any journalists operate. But 
"as  a responsible w riter I have a duty 
not only to present w hat is being said 
fairly but also to do som ething to reduce 
the hatred and possibilities of violence; 
at least to prom ote dialogue."

D r  Z a k i B ad aw i, C hairm an  of the 
Im am s and M osques Council of the 
UK, began with a defence of journalists: 
"Journalists ... serve w hat the public 
w ant. People buy a new spaper because 
it satisfies their prejudices. If you w ant 
to reform  the press, start not w ith the 
sym ptom , the new spaper m en, but with 
the disease. Prejudices are fed to the 
very y o u n g .. ."

Dr Badaw i w ent on to describe the 
difficulties of living in the W est as a 
M uslim , and therefore "targeted by the 
m ed ia  in  p a rtic u la r  in  a k in d  o f
'Islam ophobia'__ The world press has
com e to associate Islam  w ith violence, 
M uslim s with terrorism , provoking an 
irra tio n a l h atred  for 'th e  M u slim  
w o rld '". W ould anyone regard 'the 
C hristian w orld' as a unit? But "you  can 
pass judgm ent on 'the M uslim  w orld' 
by the action of one state, one group or 
even one individual.

At the height of the crisis arising from 
the fatw a  against Salm an Rushdie, a 
young television journalist asked Dr 
B ad aw i w ho a m o n g  th e M u slim  
c o m m u n ity  w ou ld  co m m e n t. D r 
B ad aw i gave h im  the n am e o f a 
p ro fe s s o r . A fte r  c o n ta c t in g  th e  
professor, the reporter com plained :

D r Z ak i Badaw i, Ross T zannes, Rajm ohan G andhi

"N o, no. W e d on 't w ant somebody 
sensible; we w ant som ebody m ad".

A ustralia, noted R oss Tzannes, has 
the m ost culturally diverse population 
in  th e w orld . Both  m ain  political 
p a r t ie s  h a v e  m a d e  a g en u in e  
m ulticultural society  a m ajor aim  for 
over 20 years.

O n e  E u ro p e a n  co m m e n ta to r  
com plained that the scale of the SBS 
service and A u stralia 's m ulticultural 
intent is little know n. Before travelling 
south he had been told  m uch about 
spectacular scenery bu t nothing about 
the very significant social experiment7 
o f A u stralia 's attem pt to m ake a home 
for the w orld.

M r T zan n es poin ted  out that this 
experim ent w as still " in  the balance" 
and "exceptionally  delicate. It could 
go either way. W e have as a country 
an extraordinary am ount invested in 
a s u c c e s s fu l o u tc o m e " , and  the 
com position of the population m eans 
"th ere 's  no turning back".

The d iscussion turned to the subject 
o f P au lin e H an son  and the "race 
d ebate" she had inspired. M r Tzannes 
argued that M s H anson w as a "m edia 
c rea tio n . ... T h is  m o st a r tic u la te  
w om an w as given the im age of an 
inarticulate battler". The m edia had 
pu blicised  her v iew s on race and 
im m igration, he said, because they 
prom ised to lead to a vigorous debate, 
bu t soft-pedalled her other view s, for 
in s ta n c e  th a t A u s tr a l ia  sh o u ld  
w ithdraw  from  the UN and prepare 
for invasion from  Asia.

O ne A ustralian journalist pointed  out 
that m uch of the controversy 
over M s H anson 's prejudiced 
view s w as encouraged b y  "red 
neck elem en ts '" over talk-back 
radio. Biased presentation  and 
m anipulated telephone polls 
had in flam ed  the situ atio n . 
"T h e  m a in s tre a m  m e d ia  
covered the debate in very  strict 
ethical and sensible te rm s," 
said C harlton.

Ian  H ick s told how The Sydney  
M orning H erald, of w hich  he is
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assistant editor, published 
a rare front-page editorial 
confronting the d istortions 
of her claim s on the extent 
of im m igration and special 
privileges for A borigines.
'T h e  antiseptic of disclosure 
w as a p p lie d  to  th e  
v e n o m o u s  an d  n o x io u s  
nostrum s she provoked," he 
said.

It was a debate the country 
had to  h av e, su g g e ste d  
W arren  B e e b y , ed ito ria l 
m anager of N ew s Lim ited.
Mr Beeby said that m any of the issues 
she raised continued to be crucial and 
"at the end of it that debate will leave 
the country a better p lace".

"But does the disproportionate pow er 
of the m edia d istort the p ictu re?" 
asked Tzannes. "D oes being an irritant 
unleash undesirable pow ers?"

S ir Z elm an C ow en, form er Governor- 
General and one-tim e Chairm an of 
the British Press C ouncil said that the 
m e d ia 's  p o w e r  " g iv e s  y ou  th e  
opportunity - and the obligation - to 
consider the m ischief that m ay be 
done. The only thing I fear is the laying 
down of prescriptions and rules. That 
is antithetical to everything in our 
v a lu e s ."  S ir  Z e lm a n  ag u ed  th a t 
"judgm ent" wa s needed by the m edi a 
in determ ining w hat to print.

AIMS AND ASPIRATIONS OF 
PUBLISHERS
Rum ours of m ajor changes to m edia 
ow nership regulations in Australia 
h av e b ee n  c a u s in g  c o n tro v e rs y , 
particularly su ggestions that ru les 
e n fo rc in g  d iv e r s ity  w o u ld  b e  
weakened to alio w com panies to own 
a new spaper and television station in 
the same area. So the forum  session 
on T he A im s a n d  A s p ir a t io n s  o f  
Publishers w as tim ely. The discussion 
w as led  b y  Jo h n  B F a ir fa x , a 
d e sc e n d a n t o f A u s tr a l ia 's  g re a t 
new spaper publishing dynasty, and 
P au l C h a d w ic k , M e lb o u rn e  c o ­

ordinator of the C om m unications Law 
Centre, a m edia think-tank.

Jo h n  B F airfax  has the con tro llin g  
in terest in R ural P ress, A u stra lia 's  
largest publisher of non-m etropolitan 
p e r io d ic a ls . H e arg u e d  th a t th e  
principles of publishing new spapers 
would continue to apply in the electronic 
age. He thought that the size and lack of 
intim acy of, and unreliability of sources 
on, the Internet would keep it from  
having the credibility of new spapers as 
a source of news.

He related how  the Board of John Fairfax 
Ltd had once asked his father to resign 
as a director because he had accepted a 
bank directorship, and they felt that 
readers would perceive his bank interest 
as influencing editorials. "In  those days 
the Fairfax family took an active, daily 
interest in their newspapers to the virtual 
exclusion of everything else. The same 
can be said of the Packer family. Those 
w ere the days w hen publishers were 
publishers."

M r Fairfax asserted that proprietors 
should be divorced of other com m ercial 
interests because Australia is so sm all 
that its m edia is capable of getting into 
the hands of very few.

"There is no part of the media other 
than new spapers capable of acting as 
the Fourth  Estate. They m ust keep 
governm ents focussed and politicians 
honest. So it was vital for m edia not to 
be politically  com prom ised by non­
m edia interests involving governm ent 
lice n ce s ....

"O n ly  th rou gh  d ilig en ce, 
independence and integrity 
ca n  th e  c r e d ib i l i ty  of 
new spapers be m aintained 
and perhaps regained. The 
freely printed w ord should 
b e  th e  o n e  th in g  th a t 
p reserv es our dem ocratic 
society. And th atcan on ly  be 
a c h ie v e d  b y  p e o p le  
d e d ic a te d  to  th e  h ig h er 
princip les of journalism  and 
w ithout the contam ination 
o f c e r ta in  o u ts id e  
com m ercial in terests."

P au l C had w ick  quoted the A m erican 
press critic A J Leibling as saying, 
"Freedom  of the press belongs to those 
w ho ow n o n e". N ow adays, w ith the 
convergence o f print, broadcasting, 
f ilm , te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  and 
com puting, press freedom  "belongs 
to th o se  to w h om  the p ow er of 
property is d eleg ated ". So "the core of 
the issue" for tod ay 's ow ners is by 
w hat processes and for w hat purposes 
the pow er is delegated, to w hom  the 
delegates are accountable and "how  
can a c c o u n ta b il ity  b e  e x tra c te d , 
w ithout threatening liberty  through 
governm ent in tervention?"

H e saw the basic issue as legitim acy. 
The large proprietors say only that 
they do not use their pow er. "But 
those w ho w ork for them , w ho gather 
the new s and select and edit it, know  
that the pow er is there, setting the 
param eters o f p olicy . That know ledge 
shapes the cynicism  of the press—

"O f all the possible aspirations of 
publishers, to restore and m aintain 
that sense or legitim acy is surely the 
finest."

Asked about the value of charters of 
editorial independence, John Fairfax 
responded, " If  you ow n a new spaper, 
you ought to be able to do w hat you 
like w ith it." In Rural Press, how ever, 
a lot of autonom y is given to the editor.

R ich ard  W alsh  said that new spapers 
had becom e "less im portant in the 
political process ...T o  talk about a 
proprietor exercising the sort of power
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a Beaverbrook or Frank Packer did is 
just ridiculous. There are so m any 
other w aysof getting inform ation and 
entertainm ent. The real straightjacket 
that keeps publishers and journalists 
on track is that if they do not produce 
a n ew sp ap er th a t m ak es d e c e n t 
money, they get hurled out. It 's  a very 
com plex business, but it 's  a business, 
a d isc ip lin e  u n d er w hich  w e all 
publish."

S ir Z elm an C ow en countered that it 
was a very special sort of discipline 
because of the "sort or things that are 
canvassed and argued in a newspaper. 
Issues of a very w ide range: m oral 
questions, political questions."

R a jm o h a n  G a n d h i a d d ed : 
"N ew spapers have to survive and be 
profitable. But I can 't for the life of me 
accept that m aking m oney is the sole 
aim  of a new spaper just as I cannot 
accept that m aking m oney is the sole 
aim of a physician or a law yer or an 
architect."

Paul C hadw ick asked Richard W alsh 
why his em ployer, Kerry Packer, who 
owned the country 's largest chain of 
m a g a z in e s  an d  its  b e s t  ra t in g  
television netw ork, w anted to acquire 
th e seco n d  la r g e s t  c h a in  o f 
m etropolitan new spapers as well.

M r W alsh  rep lied : "T h e  [Packer] 
public com pany, PBL, says that in so 
far as it's interested in acquiring shares 
in Fairfax, it w ants them  for econom ic 
reasons. It claim s that it can run the 
business better and achieve synergies 
w hich in fact will enrich its equity 
holders. It is not say in g  that it 's  
attem pting to do that in order to exert 
greater pow er than it needs to ."

Mr Fairfax summed up, "W e can never 
forget as publishers, journalists or 
w hatever, w hether y ou 're  m aking 
m oney or not, you still have a social 
responsibility."

BALANCED REPORTING
The session w hich gave rise to the 
m ost interesting debate w as one on 
b a la n c e d  re p o r tin g , c h a ire d  by

W illiam  Porter and R ichard W alsh. 
P o r te r  b eg a n  by  in tro d u c in g  a 
videotaped speech by M artyn  Lew is, a 
prom inent BBC new s presenter, who 
w as taking every opportunity to call for 
"a  shift in the new s agenda so that 
explaining and analysing m ankind 's 
achievem ents becom es ju stas im portant 
as investigating its failures. Alongside 
the reporting of problem s should com e 
- on a m uch m ore regular basis - the 
airing of possible solutions."

R ich ard  W alsh  took up M r Lew is' 
com plaint that good ratings were treated 
as m o re  im p o rta n t th an  g ood  
journalism . "But if it 's  good ratings, 
th a t 's  w hat peop le w ant. L ew is is 
actu ally  not com p lain ing about the 
m edia, but about the society in 
w hich he lives. He w ants society 
to have a d iffere n t kind of 
agenda."

But the forum , he said, was 
basically focussed on the print 
m ed ia , so he tu rned  to the 
"legitim ate need of print readers 
to be inform ed and entertained.
...P rin t is a great m edium  for 
analysis and argum ent. Each of 
us w ants to read that argum ent 
at our own pace. Broadcast is a 
tyrant - there is only one pace." So a 
new spaper should "be full of argument. 
The only time we should cavil is when 
it is not transparent whether it is giving 
fa ct or o p in io n . W e s h o u ld n 't  be 
surprised that print no longer w ants to 
run round taking polaroid photographs 
of the Truth."

A p ortra it in  o ils , said  M r W alsh, 
referring to the Archibald Prize, can 
represent a deeper kind of truth. "B y  
arguing about it, by seeing Truth not as 
o n e  fix e d  th in g  b u t as an  e v e r- 
evolutionary process out of argum ent, 
we can see that print is particularly 
good at being the com pere for argument, 
and the pain we get from  the problem s 
M artyn Lew is has talked about isn't 
quite so acute."

W illiam  Porter said that BBC N ew s had 
in fact begun to put m ore em phasis on 
constructive solutions to the problem s 
in the news. And that anyw ay "Lew is 
w as not talking about a good new s only

p o licy ... bu t a balanced new s policy".

S ir  Z elm an  C ow en spoke about "a  
real d ifficu lty " he saw , of saying 
confidently about som ething, "that's 
T ru th". The perception of something 
by a variety of people - even something 
that looks objective - is "n ot like th at".

M r W alsh said he shared that view. "I 
d on 't see how  m oral ideas can be true 
... W e should cu ltivate the cult of 
scepticism  about our ow n ideas most 
of all. O nly a society that is prepared 
to keep allow ing the challenge of its 
m ost en tren ch ed  sh ib b o leth s will 
p rogress."

Bernard  M argu eritte  noted that he 
had "been  w aiting for Richard to use

h is a d m ira b le  ta le n t to  g ive the 
opposite v iew ." N oting  that W alsh 
had characterised Lew is' argum ent 
as w anting to change the w orld, he 
asked, "W h at is w rong w ith that? 
M any of us are hoping to change 
society. W hy should w e keep this 
m aterialistic, hedonistic, consum erist 
and violent society and not try to move 
to a society w here m oral and spiritual 
values are at the centre? T h at's  a 
legitim ate thing to attem pt, and the 
m edia should play a ro le ."

M. M argu eritte  gave exam p les of 
new spapers and television stations 
w ho d ec id ed  to p o rtra y  "fa m ily  
values" and ratings and sales went 
up.

H e w e n t o n : " T h e  m is s io n  of 
journalists is to serve the people. How 
can dem ocracy function if we don't 
have w ell-inform ed citizens? I would 
agree with Lew is that there is a great

William Porter and Richard Walsh
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deal of laziness. It is m uch easier to 
w rite aboutbad  things, about conflict, 
than about - well, not only positive 
ev en ts, bu t w hat is hap p ening  in 
society: the environm ent, the cities ... 
W e have to do that in an interesting 
w ay and show our readers w hy it is 
relevant to them. I d on 't share your 
view  that by accepting things as they 
are w e are serving dem ocracy ."

M r W alsh  re p lie d , "W e  h av e  to 
d istin g u ish  betw een  o u rse lv es  as 
citizens and as participants in  the 
m ed ia . Yes: as an in d iv id u al I'm  
unhappy w ith society. I w ant change. 
I've spent m ost of m y adult life trying 
to precip itate  change. But I d o n 't 
transpose m y desire for change into a 
critique of the m edia. Because I believe 
it is right and proper to reflect the 
society they operate in ."

D r Ja n n e r  S in a g a , an Ind onesian  
publisher, noted that, in the final 
a n a ly s is , w h a te v e r  is  re p o rte d  
depends on the quality  of the person 
who does it and "h is  view s o f the 
world ... and his norm s of w hat truth 
is."

M a rg a re t J o n e s ,  fo rm er F o re ig n  
Editor of the Sydney Morning Herald, 
said that she was "u neasy  with the 
policy of balanced new s, because this 
can in adverse circum stances lead to 
m anaged new s. Any journalist who 
has w orked in a country w here the 
m edia is controlled by the governm ent 
has seen very gross exam ples of th is". 
For exam ple, w hen she asked the 
editor of the People's Daily w hy no 
natural disasters w ere reported, he 
had looked her straight in the eye and 
said , "E v en ts o f that sort d o not 
happen in C hina". She saw  dangers 
in m anaging new s and not letting it 
flow as it com es.

Pam ela B on e of The Age pointed out 
that the m edia does self-censor to 
protect the public from  som e o f the 
w orst horrors that actually  happen - 
for instance things she saw  in Rwanda 
in 1996 w hich she "w ou ld n 't write 
about and the photographer w ouldn't 
photograph because it w as just too 
horrible to present."

Jo h n  Farquharson, one-tim e deputy 
editor of The Canberra Times and editor 
o f the South Pacific Post in Port M oresby, 
recalled Sir Z elm an's point about the 
need for judgm ent. "I d on 't think we in 
the m edia are alw ays given credit for 
w hat we do do, the self-discipline that 
goes on all the time in every newspaper."

A gain, Sir Zelm an sum m ed up: "I think 
there are things wrong with M artyn 
Lew is' statem ent, but there is in it a core 
o f truth."

W hich left unansw ered the question 
raised by the desire for reporting which 
balances the news: who decides w hat 
balance is required and w hat stories to 
be told? Everyone assum es that their 
"balan ce" is the correct one. W ould you 
w ant new s that has been balanced by  a 
re lig io u s  fu n d a m e n ta lis t; a so v ie t 
com m issar; or an historical revisionist?

OTHER SESSIONS
The forum  also discussed questions of 
balance in w ar reporting and of changes 
in eastern Europe and south Asia in the 
afterm ath of the end of the Cold W ar, 
and engaged in a case studies sem inar.

Polish journalist and author Ja n  P ieklo  
w ho has written extensively about the 
traged ies in the form er Y u goslavia 
in tro d u c e d  the d isc u ss io n  o f w ar 
reporting. H e looked in particular at the 
m edia of the form er Yugoslavia and 
h ow  th e y  now  se rv e  n a tio n a lis t  
propaganda.

"So  long as the m edia continues to play 
the role of agitator, no-one will be able 
to find a peaceful solution to the Balkan 
conflict."

The international media, M r Pieklo said, 
had also contributed greatly "to  the 
B a lk a n  m e s s "  in  sev en  w ay s: 
s e n s a t io n a lis m , s im p lif ic a t io n , 
focu ssin g  on p oliticians, ignorance, 
fragm en tation , Sara jevo-centred ness 
and political correctness.

The discussion looked at the reporting 
of other conflicts as well, particularly 
the poor reporting in Australia of the 
Bouganville war.

B ernard  M arg u eritte  reports from  
W arsaw  for French radio, television 
and print m edia, and also appears 
regu larly  on Polish  television . H e 
observed that a rapid im provem ent 
in the m edia w ould be strange as the 
journalists had too long w orked as 
propagandists and lacked training in 
jo u rn a lis tic  m eth o d s. In stead  the 
eastern  m edia w ere stressin g  the 
sensational.

D r Ja ra  D av id -M o sero v a , a V ice- 
President of the C zech Senate and a 
form er A m b assad o r to A u stra lia , 
spoke of the C zech situation. The 
sudden freedom  of 1989 brought a 
to ta lly  free  p ress  from  w h ich  "a  
num ber of excellent journalists have 
em erged. But still the public finds it 
d ifficu lt to cope with this reporting" 
because in the W estern tradition, it 
concentrates on w hat is going wrong.

D r Ja n n e r S in aga surveyed for the 
fo ru m  th e  ro le  o f  th e  p re ss  in  
In d o n e s ia 's  h is to ry . T h e o ffic ia l 
doctrine for publications, he said, is 
freedom  and responsibility. "From  
tim e to tim e there is a w arning from  
the governm ent if the press exerts too 
m uch freedom  bu t the corridor has 
been w ider and w ider."

In the fo ru m 's  fin a l sessio n , the 
delegates used case studies based on 
A ustralian Press C ouncil com plaints 
to sim ulate the adjudication process, 
as a way of looking m ore closely at 
particular questions of press ethics 
and responsibility.

The forum  dinner w as addressed by 
Sen . C hris Schacht, who deals with 
C o m m u n ica tio n s  m a tters  for the 
Labor opposition in C anberra. His 
speech stressed im portant questions 
o f h u m a n  r ig h ts  in  A u s tr a l ia 's  
international dealings.

JA C K  R  H ER M A N
(based on a report for the IC F by

JO H N  W IL L IA M S)

[A fu rth er rep ort on  the forum  is 
prin ted  on  page 10 o f th is issue.]


