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Government to refrain from passing Commonwealth legislation or taking other action that might
seek to override the Act and facilitate the development of a nuclear facility in Victoria.

It is worth noting that legislation has been introduced or enacted in other states seeking to,
amongst other things, prohibit the construction or operation of nuclear facilities. Please see the
Nuclear Facilities Prohibition Act 2007 (Qld), the Uranium Mining and Nuclear Facilities
(Prohibitions) Bill 2006 (Tas) and the Nuclear Facility (Prohibition) Bill 2007 (SA).

UPDATES IN WATER LEGISLATION *

Critical Water Infrastructure Projects Bill

The Water Amendment (Critical Water Infrastructure Projects) Bill 2006 was introduced to the
Legislative Assembly on 19 December 2006. The Bill proposes to amend the Water Act 1989 to
facilitate critical water infrastructure projects.

The Bill confers power on the Premier to make a “critical water infrastructure project” order on the
recommendation of the Water Minister, after the Minister has consulted with the Treasurer and the
Planning Minister.

Once a project is declared to be a critical project, the Planning Minister becomes the responsible
authority, rather than the Local Council, under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 for any
planning scheme relating to a project area. The Bill also provides that, where a facilitating
authority exercises the power for the purposes of a critical water infrastructure project, s 3(3) of
the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act would not apply where there is any inconsistency
with Part 7B of the Water Act. This means that water authorities can compulsorily acquire land
without having to first amend the relevant planning scheme.

The Bill ensures that a “facilitating authority” specified in an order would be able to carry out
construction of works for a critical water infrastructure project, to operate these works, and to enter
into any relevant agreements. The power granted to a facilitating authority is not restricted, and
extends to any function outside its district for the purposes of a critical water infrastructure project
without the approval of the Minister. Unless otherwise stated, a facilitating authority is the owner
of the works relating to the project.

While arguably the same result could have been achieved through the existing provisions in the
Planning and Environment Act 1987, the Bill streamlines the processes and seeks to ensure that
critical water projects, such as the “goldfields super pipe” that brings Bendigo and Ballarat into the
Goulburn catchment can be facilitated without administrative delay.

DISCUSSION PAPER ON PROPOSED REGULATORY CHANGES TO PROMOTE
INDUSTRIAL WATER RE-USE *

Under the Victorian Government White Paper Our Water Our Future Actions 5.42 and 5.43, the
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) and the Department of Human Services (DHS) were
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