
Hill
side
This is the side of Capital Hill 

the media doesn’t usually 

cover. The stories and issues 

that backbench Members 

are raising in the House that 

have meaning for them and 

their electorates.

S om e 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  A ustra lians could be ne fit from  a 

new lens th a t he lp s  people w ith co lou r b lindness to  

view a m uch broader and clearer spectrum  o f 

colour. Teresa G am baro, M em ber for Petrie (Q ld), 

to ld  the House a b o u t the  Gold Coast-based 

com pany, ColorM ax Technologies, which is 

p roducing  the  ColorM ax lens tha t enhances the 

v is ib le  co lou r spectrum . The technology fo r the lens 

w as developed over a 10-year period involving 

v is ion sc ien tis ts  from  around the  worid . Australia is 

the  on ly country  ou ts ide  o f the  United S tates where 

the  lenses are available.

M em bers from  bo th  s ides o f po litics  have spoken 

o u t aga inst ch ild  abuse and called for the  

es ta b lishm ent o f a ch ild ren 's  com m issioner.

Jann McFarlane. M em ber fo r S tirling  (VIA), said 

there is a need fo r  a coord ina ted and resourced 

na tiona l po licy an d  stra tegy fo r the protection of 

ch ildren. She referred to  d is tu rb ing  research, 

pub lished in the  jo u rn a l Psychiatric Services, which 

ind ica ted  th a t 7 6  per cen t o f women and 7 2  per 

cen t o f m en w ith  severe m ental illnesses have 

been abused as ch ild ren . Danna Vale. M em ber fo r 

Hughes (NSW ), supported  the ca ll fo r a ch ildren 's 

com m iss ione r an d  referred to  a Queensland study 

w hich estim a ted  th a t 5 0  per cent o f ch ildren w ith in  

the  juven ile  court system  in one region were 

v ic tim s o f incest. Leonie Short, M em ber fo r Ryan 

(Q ld), sa id  there needs to  be a more coherent 

na tiona l approach  to  m andatory reporting  of 

suspected ch ild  abuse  as one part o f a greater 

stra tegy to  prevent such abuse.

M em ber fo r P a rram atta  (NSW ), Ross C am eron, 

recen tly  gave th e  H ouse an in te re s tin g  take  on 

th e  co llap se  o f HIH insu rance  com pany. "I w ould 

advance th e  h e re tica l p ropos itio n  th a t it 

represen ts  m a rk e t success," sa id  M r C am eron.

"I do  so be ca u se  it  is  essen tia l th a t we have a 

m e chan ism  to  shake  o u t the  in e ffic ie n t and 

pe rhaps th e  fra u d u le n t from  the  e ffic ie n t, the 

c o m p e titive  and productive .”  M r Cam eron argued 

th a t bus iness  fa ilu re s  o f the  m a gn itud e  o f HIH 

sho u ld  c re a te  a g rea te r pressure in the  

m a rke tp la ce  fo r d isc lo su re  o f cu rren t fin a n c ia l 

in fo rm a tio n  an d  sho u ld  crea te  a m ore  acu te  

aw areness a m o n g  d ire c to rs  o f th e ir fid u c ia ry  

ob lig a tion s . He w a rn e d  o f the  risks inhe ren t in 

governm ents  s te p p in g  in to  ba il o u t such 

co rpo ra te  co lla p se s . "The risk o f governm ent 

in te rve n tio n  is th a t  the  power o f fa ilu re  to  teach  

hard  lessons w ill be d im in ished ,”  M r Cam eron 

sa id . “The m o ra l hazard is th a t b a ilin g  o u t one 

fa ilu re  w ill m ake  fu tu re  fa ilu re  m ore  likely.”

The Australian cem en t industry is suffering from 

un fa ir com pe tition  from  other countries, according 

to  Stewart McArthur, the M em ber fo r Corangamite

(Vic). M r M cArthur c la im ed th a t o ther countries, 

which do not have the  sam e environm ental 

safeguards as Australia, are dum p ing  cem ent into 

Australia, im pacting  on the prices tha t Australian 

com panies can get for the ir cem ent. Last year the 

Australian Customs Service re jected c la im s of 

cem ent dum ping by the  Chinese, bu t the cem ent 

industry strongly d isputes the find ing. M r McArthur 

ca lled on Customs to  look again a t the evidence 

and “ com e forward w ith a find ing  so tha t the 

dum ping o f Chinese cem ent on the Australian 

cem ent m arket w ill no t cause the  m ateria l damage 

tha t is be ing alleged by the  cem ent m anufacturers".

Prime Television has been critic ised in the House 

fo r its decis ion to  te rm ina te  its loca l television 

news service in the region covering the eastern 

coast o f NSW and the  ACT. A llan Morris. M em ber 

fo r Newcastle (NSW), sa id  the decision w as an 

abso lu te  travesty. Accord ing to  M r Morris, the 

debate  on television aggregation, which allowed 

Prime to  extend its m arket, was underp inned by the 

need to  m a in ta in  regional television and provide a 

com prehensive service. “ For Prime to now say, as it 

seem s to  be try ing  to  say, tha t because som eone 

else provides a service it does not have to  do  so, 

is absolute ly  im m oral." Mr M orris said.

BHP has achieved a world record. Tim Fischer, 

M em ber fo r Farrer (NSW), reported to  the  House 

tha t BHP recently operated an iron ore tra in  in the 

Pilbara (WA) which carried som e 9 0 ,0 0 0  tonnes, 

had eigh t engines, and w as around 7.4 k ilom etres 

long. “ It proved tha t on standard gauge, when 

properly operated, you can achieve huge 

greenhouse benefits by un it tra in -loads o f a 

pa rticu la r com modity," M r Fischer said. “There is 

a grand fu ture fo r e ffic ien t and effective rail 

operation righ t across Australia, no tw ithstand ing  

the  fac t th a t we s till have five d iffe ren t operating 

gauges in th is  country."

Positive work th a t is be ing done in schools to 

stam p o u t bu lly ing is a t odds w ith  the trend in 

som e television programs, M iche lle  O 'Byrne, 

M em ber fo r Bass (Tas) to ld  the House. M s O'Byrne 

was critica l o f the  television show The Weakest Link 
fo r de rid ing  ind iv idua ls  and for advancing the 

proposition th a t no t w inn ing  is unacceptab le  and 

th a t ind iv idua ls  m ust bear the personal sham e of 

fa iling . “These shows encourage players to  get rid o f 

som eone sim ply because they d o  not like them  or 

they see them  as a threat," Ms O 'Bym e said.

"M y concern is th a t th is  type o f g lo rifica tion  is 

m uch a t odds w ith  the message we try  to  instil in 

ou r children. On the  one hand, we are busy te lling  

them  th a t bu lly ing is bad and, on the  other, we 

glorify i t  on television."
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