
QUESTION TIME

The Speaker’s 'struggle'
Question: Why does a newly elected 
Speaker struggle when escorted to the 
Speaker’s ( 'hair in the House of 
Representatives Chamber?
A n sw e r : It is a  trad ition  orig in a tin g  from  
m ed iev a l E n g lan d  w hen  th e jo b  o f  S p e a k e r  
w as frau gh t w ith danger. B ack  th en  th e  
S p e a k e r  w as a  key p layer in th e  pow er 
strugg le  b etw een  the m on arch y  an d  
p arliam en t. A s  th e  sp o k esm an  for a 
p arliam en t th at w an ted  to  w rest greater 
pow er for itse lf from  th e sovere ign , th e 
S p e a k e r  o ften  found h im se lf in a  perilou s 
situ a tio n . A  n u m ber o f  S p e a k e rs  d ied  v io le n t  
d e a th s  by w ay o f  e x e cu tio n  o r  m urder, w hile  
o th ers  w ere im prison ed , im peach ed  or 
ex p e lle d  from  office. Today, a s  a  sy m bo lic  
gestu re , it is cu sto m  for a  new ly ch o sen  
S p e a k e r  to  a c t  a s  though  h e  o r  sh e  is

un w illin g  to  tak e  th e  job . W h en  a  new  
S p e a k e r  h as b een  e le c te d  in th e H o u se  
o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s , th e  successfu l 
c an d id a te  ‘strugg les’ a s  h e  or sh e  is led to  
th e  S p e a k e r ’s  C h a ir  by th e  proposer an d  
se co n d e r o f  th e  n o m in atio n .

Have you got a question?
If you h a v e  a  q u e stio n  th at you w an t 
an sw ered  ab o u t th e  H o u se  o f  
R e p re se n ta tiv e s , p lease  c o n ta c t  us: 

L ia iso n  an d  P ro je c t s  O ff ic e  
H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  
P a rliam en t H o u se  
C A N B E R R A  A C T  2 6 0 0

P h o n e : ( 0 2 )  6 2 7 7  2 1 2 2  
F a x : ( 0 2 ) 6 2 7 7  8 5 2 1
E m a il: l ia iso n .re p s@ a p h .g o v .au

Member fir  Wakefield (SA). Neil Andrew (centre) 'struggles' as hi­
ts led to the Speaker’s Chur by thi- Member for ( lonmgfvnite (Vic), 
Stewart McArthur (left) anti the Member for Malice (Vic),
John Forrest (nfffu). Photo AUSPIC.

EXTRAS

Guide to community grants
A re  you look in g  for sources o ! fu n d in g  for com m u n ity  p ro jects?
If so , ch eck  th e ‘G u id e  to  C o m m u n ity  G r a n ts ’ p roduced  hy the 
P arliam en tary  Library. T h e  gu id e  b rin gs to ge th e r sou rces o f  
C o m m o n w e alth , sta te  an d  n o n -go v ern m e n t co m m u n ity  gran ts. It is 
av a ilab le  at: w w w .aph .gov .au/library /in tgu ide/sp /spgran ts.h tm

Seminars in Melbourne and Perth
The H o u se ’s  an n u al sem in ar program  w ill visit M elb o u rn e  an d  Perth  

th is year, with an  About the House se m in a r  d esign ed  for p e o p le  w ho 
n eed  a  w orking know ledge o f th e  leg isla tiv e  a n d  c o m m itte e  processes 
o f  th e  H o u se  o f R ep resen ta tiv e s. C o n d u c te d  hy th e  D ep artm e n t o f  
th e  H o u se  of R ep resen ta tiv e s in a sso c ia tio n  w ith the Public  S e rv ice  
an d  M erit P ro tection  C o m m issio n , th e se m in a rs  will be h eld  in 
M elb ou rn e  o n  19 Ju ly  an d  P erth  on  9  A u g u st . Fees are ap p licab le .

F o r  fu rth e r in fo rm atio n
V isit w w w .aph .gov.au/house/info/sem in ars
Ph on e: (0 2 )  6 2 7 7  2122
Etna i I: sent inar.reps@ aph .g< tv.au

Keep up-to-date with House News
W h ile  you ’re w aitin g  for th e n e x t  e d itio n  o f  About the House to  arrive, 
you c a n  keep  right u p-to-d ate  w ith  w h at’s g o in g  on  in th e  H o u se  o f 
R e p re se n ta tiv e s  v ia th e  new  I louse  N ew s w eb site.

H o u se  N ew s (w w w .aph .gov .au /h ou se/h ouse_n ew s) p ro v id es the 
latest new s o n  th e  n u ts-an d -bo lts o f  w h at’s  h ap p en in g  in th e  1 louse. 
You c a n  access new  leg islatio n  th a t ’s  b een  in troduced  an d  ch eck  
ou t progress in co m m itte e  in v estiga tio n s— w ho’s quizzing w ho 
a lx iu t w hat.

H o u se  N ew s a lso  p ro v id es an  easy  gatew ay  to  a  variety  o f  in fo rm ation  
o n  th e  work of th e  H o u se  (th e  D aily  Program , H an sard  tran scripts, 
v o te s  an d  proceed in gs, an d  h an d y  su m m aries o f u p co m in g  an d  
p rev io u s busin ess). T h e re ’s  a lso  lin ks to  a  ran ge o f  features in clu d in g  
th e  H o u se ’s sem in ar program , a n d  e v e n  a  page of p h o to s a n d  cartoo n s.

H o u se  N ew s is th e  la te st  an d  e asie st  w ay yet to  find  ou t w h at’s 
h a p p e n in g  at your H ouse. B ookm ark  it now !

www.aph.gov.au/liouse/house_news

Get your 2002 House of Representatives pin
T o  order your lim ited e d itio n  pin  (p ic tu red  right) p le a se  sen d  $ 5 .9 5  p e r  p in  (in c lu siv e  o f  G S T  an d  p o stag e ) to:

L ia iso n  an d  P ro je c ts  O ffice
H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s
P arliam en t H o u se
C A N B E R R A  A C T  2 6 0 0

P lease  m ake ch eq u es o r  m on ey  o rd ers p ayab le  to: C o lle c to r  o f  P u blic  M o n ie s , H o u se  o f  R ep resen ta tiv e s .
For in form ation  o r  a ss istan ce  call: (0 2 )  6 2 7 7  2 1 22 .
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