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HAVE YOUR SAY
Send your letters to:   

About the House Mail,  
International and Community  

Relations Office,  
PO Box 6021, Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600,  
or email: news@aph.gov.au  

or fax: (02) 6277 8521

Please include name, address and 
daytime contact details. Letters may be 

edited to fit available space and  
for clarity.

Thank you to our 
readers who sent in 

surveys or completed 
our survey online.

In the last issue of About the House 

(Issue 40) we asked you to fill out a 

survey to tell us what you think about 

the magazine. We received more 

than 2,000 surveys and the results are 

outlined in the graph below.

On the question of whether 

you prefer to read About the 
House in printed copy or online, 

an overwhelming majority of 

respondents (88 per cent) said they 

preferred to read the printed copy.

Thank you to our readers who sent in  

surveys or completed our survey online.  

The comments you have made will help  

us in bringing you news and features  

from the House of Representatives 

that are relevant to you.

The Australian parliament in 

conjunction with the United Nations 

Development Programme, and 

with funding from AusAID, has 

launched a three year parliamentary 

strengthening program for the Pacific 

island parliaments of Kiribati, Tonga 

and Tuvalu. The Pacific Parliamentary 

Partnerships program, which is 

also being supported by the ACT 

Legislative Assembly and the South 

Australian and Victorian parliaments, 

will help develop parliamentary 

skills among parliamentarians and 

parliamentary staff of the three  

Pacific parliaments. 

An induction program for newly 

elected Tongan parliamentarians 

and a study visit to Australia by the 

Tongan Speaker and Deputy Speaker 

helped launch the partnerships 

program. Tongan Speaker Lord 

Lasike said the induction program 

had been well received by the new 

parliamentarians, who not only 

learned in detail about the processes 

of parliament but also about 

parliamentary engagement with  

the community.
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