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A D M I N I S ' T R A , - I V E  L A W  W A T C H  
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S t u d e n t  A s s i s t a n c e  Review T r i b u n a l  (SflKT) 

L e g i s l a t i o n  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  S e n a t e  on 11 Sep t ember  
1985 wh ich  p r o p o s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s ,  o f  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i u e  
n a t u r e ,  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  SARTs. Tho C o u n c i l  was n o t  
c o n s u l t e d  b e f o r e  t.he l e g i s l a t i o n  was i n t r o d u c e d .  The B i . 1 1  
p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  nurnber of e x i s t i n g  T r i b u n a l s  s h o u l d  be  
a t l o l i s h e d  and  one  T r i b u n a l  s e t  up w h i c h ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  would 
c o n ~ p r i s e  a  p o o l  o f  Convenors  ( f o r m e r l y  c a l l e d  C h a i r p e r s o n s )  
and rnc!rnbers. I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be one  Convenor 
and a  nurnber o f  rnernbers i n  e a c h  S t a t e ,  and t h a t  T r i b u n a l s  
would be constituted o u t  o f  t h i s  p o o l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of-  
h e a r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p e a l s .  

O t h e r  changes  p roposed  would e n a b l e  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a c t i n g  
Convenor s ,  wo~nld a l . l ow  t h e  SAHT t o  r e r n i t  rnat:i:ers t o  C.he 
Department .  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t . i . o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s  
d i r e c t i o n s  o r  recorr~mentlat; , ions, and wou1.d p r o v i d e  For  rnore 
f l e x i b l e  p r o c e d ~ . ~ r e s  r e g a r d i n g  h e a r i n g  n o t i . c e s .  

These  changes  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t;.he S t u d e n t  n s s i s t a n c e  
Arnendrnenl. R i l l  1 9 8 5 .  I n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  B i l l .  t h e  M i n i s t e r  .For 
Cornrnunity S e r u i c e s ,  S e n a t o r  Gr imes ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was 
i n t e n d e d  t o  r e a p p o i n t  a l l  p r e s e n t  C h a i . r p e r s o n s  and members OF 
e x i s t i n g  SARTs a s  Conuenors  and members o f  t h e  new T r i b u n a l .  
The M5 .n i s t . e r ' s  s econd  r e a d i n g  s p e e c h ,  wh ich  o u t l i n e s  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  R:i. l l ,  may be found  i n  n u s t r a l i a n  S e n a t e ,  
Har!.sar.r?_ ...... ttti Seeeetrtrc..n!I:?~~,.r: .1_.~.Ss,5., a t  pages  414--.41.5. 
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The f o l l o w i n g  r e c e n t  wo rks  r e l a t i n g  t o  a t l r r ~ i n i s t r a t i u e  l a w  may 
be o f  i n t e r e s t :  
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