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AAT assumes % a x a t i o n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

J u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  r e u i e w  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Commiss i one r  o f  
T a x a t i o n  upon  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t a x a t i o n  assessmen ts  has been  
t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  T a x a t i o n  Boa rds  o f  Rev iew  t o  t h e  AAT w i t h  
e f f e c t  f r o m  1  J u l y  1986 .  The e x i s t i n g  avenue  o f  a p p e a l  t o  a  
Supreme C o u r t  f r o m  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Cornmiss ioner  r e l a t i n g  t o  
o b j e c t i o n s  has been  r e t a i n e d .  T h i s  m a j o r  change s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p l e m e n t s  t h e  recornrnentJat:ions o f  t h e  A d r n i n i s . k r a t i v e  Rev iew  
Counc-i.1 -i.n i t s  R e p o r t  No .  17,  R,~.~2~w-.of-lL~,Ka.tIIo_~.IIIIII _D.~_c.~1.._s2.~e~r!_~.-.~b.~~ 
Boa rds  o f  Rev iew  (RGPS, 1983 ) ,  t ransrni . l : . ted t o  .\-.he gove rnmen t  
i .n m id -1983 ,  The 1 e g i s l a t i . o n  has  c r e a t e d  a s e p a r a t e  Taxat:i.on 
Appeals D i v i s : i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  RAT, t o  w h i c h  members o f  t h e  AAT 
a r e  a s s i g n e d  a f t e r  co r i su l . ta t : i on  be tween  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  and  t h e  
A. t torney. . . . .Genera l .  The e x : i s t i n g  Boa rds  o f  Rev iew  have  been  
abol i . ! ;hed and  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  cha:ir\rr~en and  rnerr~bers who h e l d  
o f f i c e  i . r nmed ia te l y  b e f o r e  1  J u l y  1986 became f u l l - - t i m e  s e n i o r  
rnr?rr~ber>s o f  t h e  hAT by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l . a t : i o r i  as  i f  t h e y  had  
been  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i t  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  ART h c t  ( s e e  
'Personal . : i .a '  o n  p .  152 f o r  t h o s e  who becarne RAT members i n  t h i s  
m a n n e r ) .  Appea l s  f ro rn ,  o r  r e f e r e n c e s  b y ,  %he AAT o n  q u e s t i o n s  
o f  l a w  a r e  now d i r e c t  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t ,  and  n o t  by  way o f  
S t a t e  Supreme C o u r t s  as  was t h e  case  w i t h  t h e  T a x a t i o n  Boa rds  
o f  Reui.ew. 

The A A T  f a c e s  t h e  t a s k  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  l a r g e  b a c k l o g  of 
re(questrs f o r  r e v i e w  w h i c h  b u i l t  u p  p a r t l y  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
t a x  a v o i d a n c e  boorr~ o f  t h e  1970s and  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 s .  T r a n s i t i o n a l  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  have  been  made t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m a t t e r s  a l r e a d y  
p a r t  h e a r d  t o  cont:,:iriue t o  be  h e a r d  by  a n  RAT, cor ist : i . tut :ed by  
one more o f  t h e  f o r m e r  rnerr~bers o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Rev iew  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m a t t e r .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  AAT 's  more  
f l e x i b l e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i t s  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h o l d i n g  
preliminary canferenca:!s and  di.rect::ioris h e a r i n g s ,  w i l l  a ss : i s t  
i n  s p e e d i n g  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  and  de te r rn ina t : ion  o f  t h e  b a c k l o g  
o f  c a s e s .  The ART, u n l i k e  t h e  Boa rds  o f  Reviehr, may be 
c o n s t : i . t u t e d  by  one inernber if t h e  occas i . on  r e q u i r e s ,  w h i c h  
sl.1oul.d al.r;o cont r : ibc~t :e  t o  more r a p i d  procesr ; j .ng o f  r e q u e s t s  
f o r  r e v i . e w .  The quest:..-j.on whe.kher e x t r a  r e s o u r c e s  can  be  rnade 
ava i . l . ab lc?  t o  a s s i s t :  b o t h  t h e  Aust:ral:i.an 'Taxatr:ion Q f f i c e  and  
t h e  O A T  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  b a c k l o g  i s  s t i l l  u n d e r  c o n s % d e r a % i o n  by  
t.he govel-rirr~erit.. 



So1~1e mt:)tl:iF;icat:,:i.ms . to  t.he AA'S1s norr r la l  p r o c t a d ~ ~ r e s  haue been  
rnade i .n  r6 . la t : i .on t o  taxa t - i .o r i  r na t t c ! r s ,  Os Irrar; t h e  case  i n  
rel.a.l:.i.on k o  . the r e f e ? r e n c e  o f  ob;jectr;ioris lro trhe 0oa r t l s  o f  
Rc!vi.ew, raaq~~ps.l.r; t o  t1-1~: Corr~~.r~:i.~si.oric!r o f  T a x a t i o n  f o r  ra;!~Fc?re:'ri~a: 
o.F o b j e c t i o n s  - to  . the n o r  [ d i l l  be exarni.ned f i r s t  by Irhe 
C o rr~rr l i .  r; s i .  o n e r , IAI ll i. c l.1 p r o v i. t l  e s a rl o p p o r t u n i. t y f o r 
recor ls : ic la?ra. t ior~ o f  t lec is . i .or is  . Con.k.rary . to .I.he Co1.1nc.i.1 s v i . e ~ ~ r s  
i r i  i t s  r c ! !po r t ,  b u t  coris:ir;t.e?ri.tl.y 1 ~ 1 j . t k 1  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of' t h e  
Bo i i~ rds  o f  Rev : i . e~~~ ,  a1 . l  I:axat:ion ~-eu:i.e~*r dec- is i .or is  a r e  . to  be  
c o r ~ d u c t e d  -i.n p r : i ua te  unl.er;s t h e  t axpaya? r  ~-c:?qc~a?sts a pub1:i.c 
h e a r i . n g ;  . the  i . den t i , k y  o.f %he t . a x p a y c r  \ ~ r i . l l .  n o t  he  r e u e a l . e d  i n  
t h e p t.1 b l. i. !; he? cl r ci! a s o ri s f o rL d c! c :i r; :i o ri , 'T' a x pa  y e r r; w :i 1 1, ri o k b e 
a b l e  t o  o1ntai.n s ta . terne~i .ks  o f  rt:?asoris lrrorn . the Corrlrr1iss:ioner ,For 
dec-i.si.on!; d i . s a l . l . o ~ ~ r i r i g  objc! !ct ior i r ; ,  but .  f r o m  I J u l y  1 9 8 8  the! 
Cornrrli s s i o rie r I A I ~  1. l be r e  q 1.1 i r c?d t:o p r o  u i. t l  e Ir h e A R T  1~1-i. .t h a 
s t a t e rrle ri .l. o f  r t? a s o rl s a t:. t 11 e t: :i. rnc: lnr 11 e? 1.1 a rrl a t t e r :i !; r 6: f e I- r, e t l  t o  
trhe A A ' T ,  and  a copy o-F .I:hose r e a s o n s  1 ~ 1 i . l ' l  b e  made a v a ' i l . a b l e  - to  
t h e  t a x p a y c ? ~ .  

SOITIE! o t h e r  changals t:o ex is t . : ing pract : icc? arc? :interc;!r;t; ir lg, The 
OAT arid . the S~lprerne C o u r t s  have  been  g i v e n  a cl:i.scre.t:.i.on, i .n 
appropr: i .at .e cases ,  t o  parrrni t  a t a x p a y a i ! ~  t-o ~~ r i t l a? r i  t h e  grot.~ridr; 
.For r e v i e ~ d  beyond  t h o s e  s t:ated i . n  . the ob j ec - k i . o l i .  The 
Cornmri r; r; :i o ri e r ha r; b c? c? ri g i. u c! rl p olhre r t: o a? x t: c:! rid t h e  t :i rne IA:~ t 1-1 i ri 
~ ~ r h i c h  a n  o b j e c t i o n  rnay be l o d g e d ,  and  a r e f u s a l  %.o clo so i s  
reu ierhrab le by t h e  A A ' T ' .  I n  I t eep ing  w:ith t l i e  prc?u:iot.ls 
p r o u i s i . o r ~ s ,  . the 1eg : i s l . a~ t : i on  p r o h : i . b i t s  . the e x e r c i s e  o f  pokrc3rs 
u r ide r  t h e  p r o u i s : i o r i s  o.F t h e  fiA-1" A c t  arid o f  t:he A d r r i r i i s t r a t : i v e  
D e c i s i o n s  ( J ~ ~ d i . ~ i i a l  R ~ V ~ B I A J )  A c t  wh: ich cot.tl.d have  enalnl.ed . the 
AR'T' o r  t .he Fede ra l .  Cour,t.. t o  praauent o r  res t - ra : i .n  t h e  r e c o u e r y  
o f  t:ax p e n d i n g  r e v i e w  of a n  o b j e c % i . o n  u r ide r  . the new proui.!;:i.ons. 
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Access ,  R r e p o r t  o n  S t a g o  Orie o f  t h e  PI-oje?ct:, Not:i.f icat:: iori o f  . ..... ..-. ............ 
D e c i s i o n s  and R i g l i t s  o f  Rev: ie~u, IAras c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  June  
rnecl!tirig o f  Co t~nc : i . l  . F u r t l i e r  cons: iderat : ior i  i s  curr 'er i . t l .y b e i n g  
g i u e n  . to t h e  r e p o r t  and i.t i s  expecked  . t h a t  t h e  Cot.~nc: i l  w i . l . 1  
a g a i n  c o n s i d e r  t h e  rr1at.t:elm a t  : i t s  Septe~nbc-:r rr1eet:irig . 

S t a g e  'Slnro o f  . the Access p r o j e c t  r e c e n t l y  corrlmenced ant i  a 
r e s e a r c l . ~  tearr~ corrlpl- i .sing Mr Torn Brenriar i  ( c o n r i t ~ l t a r i t )  , 
Mr  0 i l . l .  I lughes ( p r o j e c t  o . F f i . c e r )  arid Mr P a u l  T ' r a v i . ~  ( a n  
o f f i c e l a  o f  t h e  Departn6:r i t  of '  Soc:ial. S @ c t . ~ r i . t y ) ,  r e c e n t l y  
v is i . l :ed ' T ' o~~~ r i s v : i l . l e ,  B r i s b a n e  and Sydney : in r e l . a t : i on  t o  t h e  
s t u d y .  The a r e a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i . n t e r e s t  m r e  t h e  ope ra t i . o r1  ofT 


