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comp l i ance  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r e c e d e n t ;  and it i s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  p r e c e d e n t ,  i f  i t  were t o  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w o u l d  be u n d e s i r a b l e .  

The Commonwealth Government e n j o y s  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  commerc ia l  communi ty .  I t  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  
be p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  . . .  

A government response  t o  t h e  Comrnit . tee1s r e p o r t  i s  a w a i t e d  
w i t h  i n t e r e s t .  I n  any case, !-d-y,$-~?_~,,j?~y,l%g welcomes t h e  
i n u o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  Con~r r~ i t t ee  w i t h  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
Ombuds~nan and b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  1rri1.l 
b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  Ombudsman and p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y .  

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  L A W  W A T C H  

I n t e r - d e p a r t m e n t a l  r e p o r t  on c o s t s  
o f  f r eedom o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

The r e p o r t  of t h e  Senate  S t a n d i n g  Commit tee on  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
and L e g a l  R f f a i r s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f reedom of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a w a i t e d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t .  An 
in. ter . . . -depar%mental  committee has a l s o  r e c e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
FOI l e g i s l a t i o n  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  has examined t h e  c o s t s  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The IDC has r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  government and a  
copy o f  i t s  r e p o r t  has been p r o u i d e d  t o  t h e  Senate S t a n d i n g  
Commi t tee .  Amongst t h e  recorr~ment lat ions made i n  t h e  IDC r e p o r t  
a r e  t h e  fol .7.owing : 

. T h a t ,  i n  l i m i t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  d i r e c t  agency access upon 
t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a  r e q u e s t  be p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  AAT t o  o b t a i n  
d i r e c t i o n s  as t o  f u r t h e r  p r o c e s s i n g  (eg  where t h e r e  i s  a  
more a p p r o p r i a t e  avenue, v e x a t i o u s  a p p l i c a n t ,  e t c )  
inc1ud:ing ' n o  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n 1  d i r e c t i o n  ( c f  s . 6  Ornbudsrnan 
A c t ) .  

T h a t  t h e  r e v i e w  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t ,  t h e  RAT, 
t h e  Ombudsman and t h e  proposed Da ta  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency be 
c l a r i f i e d  t o  m l n i m i s e  d u p l i c a t i o n  and o v e r l a p  o f  e x t e r n a l  
r e v i e w  f u n c t i o n s .  

. T h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  be t a k e n  t o  encourage t h e  ART t o  
p l a c e  more emphasis on i n u e s t i g a t i o n  and c o n c i l i a t i o n  and 
t o  conduc t  h e a r i n g s  w i t h  l e s s  f o r m a l i t y ,  f o r  example:  

g r e a t e r  use o f  preliminary con fe rences ;  

no c o u n s e l  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  o f  RAT; 

t e l e p h o n e  h e a r i n g s  wherever  conuen ien t ;  

l e s s  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  o r a l  and documentary e v i d e n c e .  
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S t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i o n  was passed by t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  1986 
b u d g e t  s i t t i n g s  w h i c h  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  who have a  s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t  
of a  P P e  a  1. . T  he St~F!~~L.-A_~-~~sk~~ccc~E?E?E?AAm_er!A~ccr!.trtr-P_~-c_r..198P_ w  a  s  
p roc l .a i rned  t o  come i n t o  e f f e c t  f r o m  1 Janua ry  1987. U n t i l  
t h a t  d a t e  we re  two schemes coue red  by t h e  Studep_t_ 
A s s i s t a n c e  -..-.--...- -- A c t  1973 - t h e  T e r t i a r y  E d u c a t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme 
(TEAS) and t h e  P o s t g r a d u a t e  Rward Scheme (PGA). The Amendment 
A c t  p l a c e s  t w o  new schemes on a  s t a t u t o r y  b a s i s ,  namely ,  t h e  
A d u l t  Secondary  E d u c a t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme (ASEAS) and t h e  
Secondary  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme (SAS) .  I t  i s  p roposed  t h a t  TEAS, 
ASEAS and SAS w i l l  be known as AUSTUDY. 

'The e f f e c t  o f  t ,hese changes w i . . l l  be .the e x t e n s i o n  o f  a p p e a l  
r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  S t u d e n t  A s s i s t a n c e  A c t  t o  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  113000 s t u d e n t s .  'The Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  o v e r  90% of s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  
be coue red  by t h e  A c t  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1987. The m a i n  
pe rsons  who r e n ~ a i r ~  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  cove rage  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  a r e  
a b o r i g i n a l  s t u d e n t s  and i s o l a t e d  c h i l d r e n .  They w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  be coue red  by n o r i - - s t a t u t o r y  g r a n t s  schernes. I n f o r m a l  
i n t e r n a l  r e u i e w  o f  d e c i s i o n s  o p e r a t e s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  
n o n - s t a t u t . o r y  schemes . 

SSAT s t a t i s t i c s  

The Annua l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Depart,rnent o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  shows a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  numbers o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Appea ls  T r i b u n a l s  d u r i n g  1385-86. D u r i n g  .the 
y e a r ,  1787 new med ica l ,  a p p e a l s  we re  l o d g e d  (down f r o m  2082 i n  
1984--85) and t h e  number o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  y e a r  was 2147 (down f r om 2678 i n  t h e  p r e u i o u s  y e a r ) ,  The 
nurnber o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  w h i c h  t h e  SSATs had on  hand a t  t h e  
end o f  1985-86 was 670 compared w i t . h  1027 i n  1.984--85. New 
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  a t  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  
l e v e l .  a r e  p o s s i b l y  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  changes .  

The Rnnua l  R e p o r t  a l s o  shows a  marked i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  SSRT recornrnendati.ons b e i n g  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t .  I n  1985--86 t h e  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  14.56% 
compared w i t h  3.4% i n  1984-85, 3.7% i n  1983-84 and 2.5% i n  
1982--83. ( T h i s  m a t t e r  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  corrlrnent i n  t h e  
December 1986 i s s u e  o f  t h e  ~~_c~_a,~~,,,.~e~-u_,~~_ty~.Report~gr_.) 




