
How Pay TV Could Look
The following program schedule is an alternative approach to pay TV programming proposed by consultant Richard Rowe. It 
covers one day on a pay TV system with five channels, programmed to attract different target audiences at different times of 
the day.

M onday 1 2 3 4 5

09:00
Live co ve ra g e : 

fina l round o f 
in te rn a tio n a l 
g o lf

P ro sp e c ts :

W h a t’s on in 
p o lit ics , b u s in e s s  
a rts , e tc

M o v ie : 

S to rm  B o y

A u stra lia n  

s e g m e n t o f th e  
F inancia l N e w s  
N e tw ork

Age o f  R e a so n : 

th e  Jo h n  
Farnham  c o n ce rt

12:00
In te rv ie w : 
P e te r G a rre tt 
on the  
e n v iro n m e n t

M ovie :
S w e e tie

N a ture  W a tch : 
C o -p ro d u c e d  by 
N H K  o f Ja p a n  
and  T V O n t.

Ja g  v s  M e rc e d e s : 
a m o to rin g  o r 
in v e s tm e n t 
d e c is io n

O ff C a m p u s  
F ra n ce  in w o rd s  
and  m us ic

15:00
M o vie :
M id n ig h t C o w b o y

D ista n t S e a ts : 
A D o l l ’s  H o u s e  
from  B e lvo ir 
S tre e t Th ea tre  
(p a y per v iew )

1 9 8 9  W orld  
S u rf C irc u it

O s c a r  P e te rse n  
in C o n c e rt

Th e  A rt and 
S c ie n c e  o f the 
A rc h ite c t

18:00
Do It Y o u rs e lf: 
H ow  to program  
yo u r PC

C o ve ra g e  o f the 
C o n te m p o ra ry  
Art Fair from  
the  Royal 
Exh ib itio n  B ldg 

M e lb o u rn e

An In s id e  Look  
at In d u stry : 
the  m aking  of 
p a p e r

Th e  India o f 
S a lm a n  R u sh d ie : 
from  the  D is c o v e ry  
C h a n n e l

V irg in ia  S lim s
In te rn a tio n a l
T e n n is

Big Holes Gaping in BS Act
The Federal Court recen tly  rejected  an application  
by the C om m unications Law Centre to take part in 
the proceed ings brought by Steve C osser against the  
decision by M inister for Com m unications Bob Collins 
to bar the use o f MDS for pay TV. The court also  
ordered the Centre to pay C o sse ts  costs.

The CLC wanted to represent the interest of Australian 
TV viewers in the action. The Court found however that no 
matter how well intentioned and useful the Centre’s role 
may be in presenting a broader perspective and a more 
neutral focus than the other parties, its participation was 
‘not necessary’ to the determination of the issues before the 
court.

Acting Director of the CLC, Michelle McAuslan, said 
that the Court’s decision marked a return to the bad old 
days of broadcasting regulation where interested persons 
or groups - other than station licensees - had little or no 
chance of being heard in the resolution of broadcasting 
disputes. ‘The Centre is particularly concerned to ensure 
that the ABA carries out its functions independently of 
government interference and in the public interest’, Ms 
McAuslan said.

Although the Centre is grateful that Steve Cosser has 
waived the payment of costs, the fundamental problem of

lack of public process in the Broadcasting Services Act 
remains, she said.

The Centre has now written to the Minister seeking 
amendment to the Act to make it adequately reflect the 
Government’s stated commitment to take account of the 
public interest in broadcasting decisions.

In the same letter, the Centre drew the Minister’s 
attention to the seven month period that has elapsed since 
it first sought information from the ABA on licensees’ 
compliance with the advertising time standard, to assist 
the Centre in making submissions on the FACTS draft 
codes of practice.

During the drafting of the Act, DOTAC had told the 
Centre that such information could be obtained under 
Freedom of Information legislation. In practice, the Centre 
has found that the FOI Act is ‘wholly unsatisfactory’ as a 
means for the public to gain access to information.

The Centre called on the Government to implement 
regulations to:
• restore the previous ABT system of an open inquiry file;
• provide for all documents considered by the ABA to be 

publicly available;
• recognise the standing of any person to participate in 

ABA investigations and hearings. □
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