
Press Council AuditABA’s Glimmer o f 
Hope for TV Localism

Using localism as its rationale, the 
Australian Broadcasting Authority 
will introduce only one competing 
commercial TV service in the 
Sunraysia district.

This is at odds with the policy of 
three-channel equalisation o f the late 
eighties which in other regional mar
kets imposed network schedules at the 
expense o f local windows.

Under the ABA's Licence Area Plan 
(LAP) for the Mildura/Sunraysia re
gion, the local channel STV, provided 
by Television Victoria Ltd, would face 
only one-on-one competition. The re
gion's population of around 54,000 is 
currently served by three television 
services (com m ercia l STV, 
retransmitted SBS and ABC), one 
commercial radio, one community ra
dio and one ABC regional radio sta
tion. The ABA's concern for localism is 
based on the high cost of exclusive 
network program deals, and reduced 
station revenue, in a three-way mar
ket.

Under the Broadcasting Services 
Act, the regulator is no longer required 
to have regard to the commercial vi
ability of a service; but the ABA seems 
to be interpreting the objects of the Act 
in a way that the market-oriented 
drafters o f the Act did not foresee.

The Act provides for a regulatory 
environment intended to stimulate an 
industry that is efficient, competitive 
and responsive to audience needs. It 
also requires the ABA to encourage an 
‘appropriate coverage o f matters o f lo
cal significance'. In this LAP, the ABA 
recommends limiting market entry in 
order to serve this specific policy objec
tive.

The overall aim of the ABA's plan
ning for Mildura is to identify addi
tional channels and improve services. 
Another preliminary ABA view is that 
three UHF channels should be reserved 
for two national television services and 
one community television service. (Al
though the area was not on the Gov

ernment's priority list for the intro
duction of SBS television, a commu
nity funded self-help scheme brought 
the service to Mildura in 1992.)

Two new FM radio channels are 
proposed, one to be allocated to the 
incumbent commercial radio station 
3MA if it chooses to take it, and the 
other to be available for open tender. 
The local community station 3HOT 
will be allowed a significant increase 
in its transmission power. The ABA 
will advise the Minister about the 
strong demand for an Aboriginal radio 
service, and proposes to make avail
able one limited coverage channel at 
Dareton for that purpose.

The Mildura/Sunraysia proposal is 
one o f the proposals in the exposure 
draft of the ABA's third Licence Area 
Plan, part o f its three-year program of 
technical and service planning for 22 
television zones and 23 radio zones 
across the country.

These LAPs are where the ABA 
now focuses its energies in community 
consultation. They are intended to be 
a one-off process, although licence al
locations are reviewed after five years. 
There was a public conference in 
Mildura last November as well as op
portunities for written submissions. 
The ABA has invited public comment 
on the preliminary proposals by 30 
November. □

The Australian Press Council is 
currently undertaking an ‘ethical 
and quality audit9 of the press 
based on its objective of maintain
ing the character of the Austral
ian press in accordance with the 
highest journalistic standards, 
and preserving its freedom.
The process involves:
• evaluating complaints against the 

press and the way the Council han
dles them;

• surveying previous complainants; 
and

• surveying professional and public 
attitudes to ethical issues, through 
a series o f public meetings and case 
studies seminars.

People interested in attending a case 
studies seminar can contact the Coun
cil's office to find out when there will 
be one in their area. Meanwhile, i f  you 
need to know more about the Council 
is and what it does, the latest edition of 
its booklet No. 5, Aims, Principles, 
Constitution and Complaints Proce
dure, is now available. Tel: (02) 261 
1930/1800 025712orfax(02)2676826.
.....And while we are on the subject of

the Press Council, its recently released 
Annual Report (No. 18, June 1994) 
shows a drop in the number of com
plaints (from 429 in 1992-93 to 406 in 
1993-94), after a steady rise from 1988- 
89 (around 200 complaints) onwards.

Could it be that our newspapers are 
improving? O f the 84 Adjudications 
the Council issued, 32 were upheld 
wholly or in part, and 51 were dis
missed (one was inconclusive).

The annual report contains the re
sults o f a five-year review o f complaints 
statistics. Despite considerable gov
ernment, legal and academic concern 
over the issue o f privacy, only 4.2 per 
cent o f all complaints were about inva
sion o f privacy and none of these came 
from public figures. Inaccuracy, mis
representation  or false reporting 
topped the bill (22 per cent), followed 
by imbalance/bias (16.4 per cent), un
fair treatment (12.4 per cent), breach 
of ethics/irresponsibility (11.9 per cent) 
and offensive reporting/cartoons, bad 
taste (11.4 per cent).Q

November 1994 ♦ 14^ Communications Update


