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Th e  A u s tra lia n  B ro a d c a s tin g  

A u th o r ity  (A B A ) c o lle c te d  

c o m m e rc ia l b ro a d c a s t in g  

lic e n c e  fe e s  o f  $ 1 8 1 .5  m illio n  

d u r in g  F Y 1 9 9 6 -9 7 . Fees  a re  

b a s e d  on  re v e n u e  e a rn e d  by  

c o m m e rc ia l te le v is io n  a n d  

ra d io  in d u s tr ie s  a n d  the  m o n e y  

c o lle c te d  g o e s  in to  the  

C o m m o n w e a lth ’s  c o n s o lid a te d  

re ve n u e . Th e  A B A  c o lle c te d  

$ 1 7 0 .7  m ill io n  fro m  4 4  

c o m m e rc ia l te le v is io n  s e rv ic e s  

(c o m p a re d  to $ 1 5 4 .4  m illio n  in  

th e  p re v io u s  y e a r)  a n d  $ 1 0 .8  

m iilio n  fro m  1 8 0  c o m m e rc ia l 

ra d io  s e rv ic e s  (c o m p a re d  to  

$ 1 0 .6  m illio n  fro m  16 5  

s e rv ic e s  in  th e  p re v io u s  ye a r).

Th e  g o v e rn m e n t ha s  d e c id e d  to  

a llo w  the  c o m m u n ity  

b ro a d c a s t in g  s e c to r  to  

c o n tin u e  to u t ilis e  the  e x is t in g  

s ix th  te le v is io n  c h a n n e l u n til a t  

le a s t  2 0 0 0 . C u rre n t fu n d in g  

a rra n g e m e n ts  c o n tin u e . Th is  

m e a n s  th a t  c o m m u n ity  g ro u p s  

c a n  c o n tin u e  to  c o m p le m e n t

p ro g ra m m in g  p ro v id e d  b y  

o th e r  fre e -to -a ir  b ro a d c a ste rs  

a n d  p ro v id e  d ive rse  

p ro g ra m m in g  w hich  p ro m o te s  

c u ltu ra l d iv e rs ity  in lo ca l a rea s . 

N ew s L td  is ru m o u re d  to be  

p u rs u in g  the  c h a n n e l in  o rd e r  

to la u n c h  a fo u rth  c o m m e rc ia l 

fre e -to -a ir  s e rv ic e  in A u s tra lia .

The  A u s tra lia n  B ro a d c a s tin g  

A u th o r ity  (A B A ) is to m a k e  

a v a ila b le  a th ird  c o m m e rc ia l 

ra d io  b ro a d c a s tin g  lice n ce  fo r  

E m e ra ld  in  Q ue e n s la n d . In te r­

e s t in  p ro v id in g  the s e rv ic e  ha s  

a lre a d y  been  e x p re s s e d  by  

S U N  FM  S te re o . R a d io  lice n ce  

p la n s  fo r the c e n tra l c o a s t o f  

Q u e e n s la n d , in c lu d in g  

E m e ra ld , w ill be  fin a lis e d  

sh o rtly .

The  A B A  is p ro p o s in g  to  m a k e  

l ic e n c e s  a va ila b le  fo r a t le a s t  

1 5  n e w  ra d io  s e rv ic e s  fo r  

a llo c a tio n  in  the  N e w  E n g la n d  

re g io n  o f  N e w  S o u th  W ales.

The re g io n  in c lu d e s  the  ra d io

m a rk e ts  o f  A rm id a le , 

G u n n e d a h , In ve re ll, M o re e  a n d  

Ta m w o rth . L ic e n c e s  w o u ld  be  

m a d e  a va ila b le  fo r o n e  n e w  

c o m m e rc ia l ra d io  se rv ic e , 

e ig h t n e w  c o m m u n ity  ra d io  

s e rv ic e s  a n d  s ix  n e w  o p e n  

n a rro w c a s tin g  ra d io  s e rv ic e s .

N e w  S c ie n tis t  m a g a z in e  

re p o rts  th a t c in e m a  a u d ie n c e s  

in  L o n d o n  a re  ta k in g  p a r t  in  an  

e x p e r im e n t to se e  if  th e y  ca n  

te ll the  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  

re g u la r  3 5 -m illim e tre  film  o r  

v id e o  p u m p e d  in to  the  th e a tre  

via o p tic a l ca b les . I f  th ey  c a n ’t, 

then  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  g ia n t  

B ritis h  Te leco m  c o u ld  s ta r t  

d e liv e r in g  m o v ie s  to c in e m a  by  

ca b le .

The la unch  o f  Te ls tra ’s new  

“s m a r t ” p a yp h o n e s  a n d  S m a rt  

P h o n e ca rd s  in M e lb ourn e  in 

Ja n u a ry  m a rk ed  the s ta rt  o f  the  

c o m p a n y ’s ro llou t o f  n e w  tech ­

n o lo g y  p a yp h o n e  te rm ina ls

th ro u g h o u t V ictoria . The n e w  

p h o n e s  w ill re p la ce  T e ls tra ’s  

e x is tin g  p a yp h o n e  n e tw ork  

a cro ss  A u s tra lia . B y  m id -1 9 9 8 , 

there  w ill be a lm o s t 3 0 ,0 0 0  o f  

the  new  p a yp h o n e s in operation .

In fo rm a tio n  from  the 1 9 9 6  

C e n s u s  ca n  n o w  be a c c e s s e d  

from  a n e w  m a p -b a s e d  

In te rn e t s ite  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  the  

A u s tra lia n  B u re a u  o f  S ta tis t ic s  

(A B S ). The  w eb s ite  ca n  be  

fo u n d  a t h ttp :/ /  

w w w .a b s .g o v .a u

E s th e r A lte r  is the  la te s t fu ll­

tim e  m e m b e r  o f  the  A u s tra lia n  

C o m m u n ic a tio n s  A u th o r ity  

(A C A ), b r in g in g  to fo u r the  

n u m b e r  o f  A C A  m e m b e rs . M s  

A lte r  is a le g a l p ra c t it io n e r  a n d  

h a s  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  the  

V ic to ria n  S m a ll C la im s  T rib u n a l 

a n d  R e s id e n tia l T e n a n c ie s  

T ribun a l. S h e  is a m e m b e r  o f  

the  N a tio n a l C o u n c il o f  W o m e n  

o f  V ic to ria .

From the archives...

Alan Bond’s second 
pay TV network

Bond M edia’s Satellite 
Leisure Services subsidiary 
has taken the first step 
towards launch-ing a second 
private pay TV network.

Bond has made a bid for 
Movie-link Corporation, a 
small com-pany supplying 
videotape enter-tainment to 
hotels and motels. The bid is 
linked to Bond Media’s plans 
to use vacant satellite 
capacity. Bond executives are 
tight-lipped on the details.

Last year, Bond took over the 
pay TV network interests of

his two major competitors -  
M essrs Holmes a Court and 
Packer -  to secure a 
monopoly over the non­
domestic pay TV market.

Bond’s Sky Channel now 
narrowcasts commercials and 
sports -  including the horse 
races -  to 3,000 subscribing 
hotels, motels, clubs, TABs 
and racecourses...

Murdoch monitor

• The Australian government 
gave permission for News 
Corp.’s foreign takeover of 
AAP and Australian

Newsprint Mills but refused 
the takeover of AAP 
Information Services.

• The Trade Practices 
Commis-sion blocked News 
Corp .’s proposed 
acquisition of AAP, AAP 
Information Services and 
Australian Newsprint Mills.

• US Congress passed legis­
lation forbidding the Federal 
Communications 
Commission from granting 
cross-media waivers, 
directed at forcing Murdoch 
to sell either his TV stations 
or newspapers in New York 
and Boston.

• News Corp. lifted its share 
in the Pearson Group to just 
over 20 per cent. Pearson is 
one of the bidders for the 
Fairfax-owned Australian 
Financial Review.

• President Reagan described 
the Congressional move to 
force Murdoch to sell his 
newspapers or TV holdings 
as a “blow to free speech” .

• Sky Channel Satellite TV, 
News Corp.’s pan-European 
TV service, is studying the 
feasibility of a satellite TV 
news channel for Europe to 
compete with Ted Turner’s 
Cable News Network (CNN).
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