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w ith a "longterm  sustainable 
future".

A lthough  protocols are yet to be 
decided , the D atabase is expected  
to b e  a valuab le and  versatile 
acquisition. In  add ition  to its 
ability to generate  a range of 
inform ation for b roadcaste rs and  
g overnm en t policy m akers, it is 
envisaged as a significant m anage­
m en t an d  m arketing  tool and  has 
b een  hailed  by  the D ep a rtm en t of 
C om m unications and  the A rts as 
a potentia l "launching pad  for the 
m arketing  of com m unity  b ro ad ­
casting".

Together with advice that 
the community sector 
should spend the infra­
structure funding "appro­
priately, efficiently and 
effectively", the 
government considers 
this investment an 
opportunity for 
community broadcasting 
to "shape its own 
destiny" and "establish a 
role in the new communi­
cations environment"

Such a  facility will be w elcom ed 
by those in g o vernm en t and  the 
sector w ho believe tha t m ore 
accurate  and  verifiable d a ta  will 
help  increase sponsorship  op p o r­
tunities. But o thers will see it as a 
catalyst for an  even g rea te r com ­
m ercialisation of the com m unity  
b roadcasting  sector.

Likely to be m ore  controversial 
are plans regard ing  the future role 
of an  u p g rad e d  C om R adS at. T h e  
governm en t seem s to view  the 
satellite as a m eans of rationalis­
ing the grow ing n u m b er of aspi­
ran t b roadcasting  groups, suggest­
ing tha t w here possible such 
g roups shou ld  m erge or act as 
consortia  and  use a m ore sophisti­
ca ted  "'seam less' p ro g ram  service" 
as a substitute and  supp lem en t to

local program m ing . T he  C B A A  
has also p roposed  a new  role for 
the satellite, suggesting 
C om R adS at be used as a  w ay of 
reserving spectrum  space for a 
com m unity  broadcasting  licensee 
in areas w here a local g roup  is 
expected  to m aterialise b u t is yet 
to em erge.

By m eans of a tem porary  licence 
allocated to  local governm ent, a 
com m unity  broadcasting  service 
w ould be  p rovided  by 
C om R adSat. O nce the local 
station becom es fully operative, 
the satellite service w ould revert 
from  "program  supplier" to "pro­
g ram  augm enter". T h e  encourage­
m en t for aspiring broadcasters to 
form  consortia is also om inous 
given the governm ent's concerns 
ab o u t the size of the sector and 
tha t the in troduction  of DRB 
requires a consortia of stations to 
share transm ission infrastructure.

It could be construed  as an irony 
tha t the sam e governm en t facilitat­
ing the sector's grow th is also 
seeking to ultim ately m ake it self 
-sufficient. It was, however, a 
Coalition governm ent- inspired 
am endm en t to the Broadcasting 
Services A ct 1992 tha t in troduced  
a T em pora ry  C om m unity  
B roadcasting L icence. This has 
sim plified and  qu ickened  the 
process faced by aspirant g roups 
in getting "to air" and  eased the 
logjam  created  by the lack of such 
a provision in the original Act. As 
the A ustralian B roadcasting 
A uthority  p lann ing  process 
reaches its conclusion, m ore per­
m anen t com m unity  broadcasting  
licences are also being  issued. But 
in recognising tha t the com m unity  
sector could  alm ost doub le  in 
size, the governm en t has indi­
cated  tha t it canno t m aintain  
average per station support.

N either does governm en t con ­
sider the cu rren t funding m odel 
adequately  flexible to  su ppo rt the 
technological and  service changes 
being  expected  of the sector. 
R a th e r than  continue the cu rren t 
practice of tagging the m ajority  of

funding to  the p rin t handicapped , 
ethnic an d  A borig inal sub-sectors, 
distributing the balance am ong 
the rem aining generic stations, the 
suggestion is for "safety net" fund­
ing for the th ree designated  
groupings w ith the rem ainder to 
be m ade available for special 
projects, innovations and  "start-up 
funding" for new  stations. W hile 
there will be som e su p p o rt for this 
initiative, the C B A A  has deem ed  
it a controversial p roposal, even 
though it acknow ledges th a t cur­
ren t funding a rran g em en ts  have 
long been  a centre of tension.

Irrespective of the final funding  
form ula, the g o v ern m en t is only 
likely to continue fu n d in g  the 
sector's basic req u irem en ts , leav­
ing individual stations a n d  the 
sector as a w hole to ge ne rate 
w hatever additional blinding is 
required. This, in a c lim a te  w here 
com m unity  b roadcaste  rs face:

rising costs as g o v e rn m e n t utilities 
such as the N ational T ran sm issio n  
A uthority  becom e p riv ratiised and  
users are requ ired  to p;ay com ­
m ercial rates;

m ore com petition for sjpo'nsors as 
the nu m b er of co m m e rc ia l b ro ad ­
casting and  narrowcastiingt services 
rise; and

g reater rivalry at the co m m u n ity  
level for the fu n d ra is in g  dlollar.

W ith the sector keen to> m ig ra te  to 
DRB and  the D igital Riadiio 
A dvisory C om m ittee e s tim a tin g  
each operator's new  h a rd w a re  
transm ission costs at am yw/here 
betw een $50,000 to $15(0,000, 
funding pressures are lilkelly to be 
accentuated . Both the g(ow ernm ent 
and the C B A A  recognisse tha t 
these developm ents hav/e tthe 
potential to fragm ent a (coim m u­
nity broadcasting  sector allready 
contem plating an uncerttaiin  
future.
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