
T e ls tra  m o ve s  to _____
p le a se  th e  c o u n t ry

In  advance of the Ju ly  31 dead line 
set for the A ustralian  C o m m u n ­
ications A u thority  re p o rt into the 
analogue A M PS service, T elstra 
has ag reed  to u p g rad e  its ana­
logue A M PS m obile netw ork  to  a 
new  generation  m obile  technology  
know n as C D M A  (C ode D ivision 
M ultiple Access).

A ccord ing  to T elstra, the decision 
m eans tha t areas of A ustralia  
w hich cu rrendy  receive m obile 
p hone  coverage from  the T elstra 
analogue A M PS netw ork  will 
continue to receive the sam e 
coverage w hen the netw ork  is 
up g rad ed , and  follows the govern ­
m ent's allocation of add itional 
spectrum  earlier this year. It also 
m eans tha t after 2000 w hen  the 
AM PS system  will be ph ased  out, 
m obile phone users in ru ra l areas 
will no longer have to choose

betw een having an A M PS m obile 
phone tha t gives coverage in the 
country, or a G SM  m obile phone 
tha t gives coverage in u rban  areas.

A reas of regional A ustralia which 
now  get AM PS coverage will be 
u p g rad ed  to receive C D M A  cov­
erage. Ultimately, the service is 
in ten d ed  to also cover u rban  areas 
and  all o ther areas w hich currendy 
use the A M PS network. It is antici­
p ated  tha t th ird  party  resellers will 
get w holesale access to the new  
network.

M ore than  $400 m illion will be 
invested in C D M A  w hich will use 
the 800 M hz spectrum  recendy 
acquired  by Telstra in the mass 
spectrum  sell-off by the govern­
m ent.

C D M A  is a digital technology like 
the G SM  system  already  in opera­
tion in A ustralia bu t it has a simi­
lar range to the A M PS system, its 
coverage from  each base station 
being  roughly equivalent to tha t of

A M PS. A ccord ing  to Telstra, 
C D M A  allows m ultiple phone 
calls to be carried  on a single 
frequency by "encrypting" each 
conversation. T h e  signal drops ou t 
at the end  of its range. Like GSM , 
C D M A  provides high security  and  
can carry  large quantities of d a ta  
w hich allow users to access the 
In ternet, da ta  transfer, voicem ail 
and  o ther m essaging system s and  
services.

A M PS users will need  to buy  a 
new  "dual m ode" h a n d s e t , allow­
ing users with a C D M A  handset 
to access the old A M PS netw ork 
for as long as it rem ains opera­
tional. T h e  handset is expected  to 
cost roughly  the sam e as existing 
G SM  handsets once the technol­
ogy is in place.

T he C D M A  netw ork should  be in 
place in those areas w here the 
AM PS netw ork is schedu led  to 
close at m idnigh t on D ecem ber 
31, 1999.

A rts  transfer to  D oC A

The Communications and the 
Arts branch of the former 
Bureau of Transport and 
Communications Economics 
(BTCE) will transfer to the 
Department of 
Communications and the 
Arts (DoCA) this month.

T he b ranch  had  rem a ined  in the 
B T C E  as p art o f the then  
D ep artm en t of T ra n sp o rt w hen  
the D ep artm en t of T ra n sp o rt an d  
C om m unications was split in late 
1993. It con tinued  research  on  a 
range of com m unications issues 
w orking closely w ith D o C A  b u t 
the recen t m ove by the d e p a r t­
m en t from  Civic to Forrest in 
C an b erra  has m ade close con tac t 
betw een the two agencies m ore  
difficult.

A ll positions in the form er BTC E 
b ran ch  will transfer to D oC A . T he 
b ranch  will be renam ed  the 
C om m unications R esearch Unit 
(CRU) and  will reside in the 
T elecom m unications Industry  
D ivision. T he  un it will continue to 
b e  led by D avid L uck w ho will 
rep o rt to Fay H olthuyzen.

S ecretary  of the departm ent, M r 
Stevens, has ind icated  tha t the unit 
will continue to undertake  inde­
p en d e n t research  and  retain its 
cu rren t level of budget funding. Its 
research  will cover a w ide range of 
com m unications issues of interest 
to  all areas of the portfolio. O ne 
o f the benefits of co-location will 
b e  the additional opportunities 
available to em ploy the recognised 
research  skills of the unit on cur­
ren t policy issues.

T h e  C R U  will also be able to bid 
for som e fee-for-service consul­
tancy  w ork such as tha t recently

u ndertaken  for the W orking 
G roup  on Putting Cables 
U nderg round .

T he unit will be  encouraged  to 
continue publishing the results of 
its m ajor research  projects and will 
rem ain  a focus for the com m unica­
tions research  com m unity. A n 
im portan t task will be to continue 
to organise the annual 
C om m unications R esearch  Forum  
w hich will again be  held  in 
C anberra , from  S ep tem ber 24-25, 
1998 at O ld  Parliam ent H ouse.

For the latest inform ation and  
details on how  to register for the 
forum , visit the  C R F website at 
w w w .dca.gov.au/crf or contact 
A drian  W alker at the B TC E on 
ph: 02 6274 7242, fax: 02 6274 
6816, o r em ail 
Bsem inar@ em ail.dot.gov.au

David Luck, research manager, 
Communications Research Unit
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