
ap p ro ach  to red u c in g  illegal con ten t online, encourages positive use 
of this new  m e d iu m  an d  avoids the need  for legislation such as that 
p ro p o sed  in the U.S.

IW F has resu lted  in  several benefits for the w ider industry. T hese 
include:

• the industry  has p rov ided  a practical approach  to reducing  ille
gal con ten t online;

• the police have b een  given a practical m eans of responding  to 
com plain ts of illegal con ten t online and  an additional source of 
inform ation;

• help ing  the industry  to p rom o te  a safer online environm ent for 
th e ir  custom ers a n d  enhancing  those in it as responsible businesses;

• red u ced  risk o f police action against ISPs and  w ithout the nigh 
im possible task o f m on ito ring  the contents of the ir servers.

IW F has also led th e  industry 's efforts to participate in international 
developm ents in regu la tion  and  con ten t rating.

R ecreationa l Softw are  A dvisory Council
T h e R SA C  (http://w w w .rsac.org) is an indep en d en t non-profit organi
sation based  in W ashing ton  D .C . It em pow ers the public, especially 
parents, to m ake in fo rm ed  decisions abou t electronic m ed ia  by 
m eans of an open , objective, con ten t advisory system.

R SA C i (RSAC for the In ternet) was launched in early 1996. It oper
ates on two principles:

• self rating  by  con ten t providers; and

• individual selection of accep tab le  conten t levels by supervisors.

C o n ten t prov iders rate the ir sites with RSA C using four categories: 
sex, nudity, v io lence and  offensive language on a scale of nought to 
five. T o enable RSA Ci, a paren t or care giver switches on the system  
at the ir b row ser then  sets the desired  filter levels which can only be 
a ltered  via the use of a passw ord.

R SA C i has b een  in teg ra ted  into M icrosoft's brow ser In ternet 
E xp lo rer and  will soon be in teg rated  into N etscape N avigator. To 
date, m ore than  75, 000 sites have ra ted  with RSACi, and  som e 1,500 
of these are A ustralian. R oughly  4,000 new  sites per m on th  are rating 
w ith RSACi.

To becom e a successful rating schem e, a critical mass of con ten t 
m ust be rated . To reach this, R SA C  has planned:

• a public education  cam paign  to raise aw areness; 

to incorpora te  R SA C i into all browsers;

• to  in tegrate R SA C i into search engines to give users the option 
of searching for ra ted  sites;

• to incorpora te  RSA C i into m ajor w eb au thoring  tools to encour
age rating of a site as p a rt of its creation;

• to include RSA Ci in to  p o pu la r software blocking tools and  
license RSA Ci database  to enhance th ird-party  filtering systems; 
and

• to collaborate with the In ternational W orking G roup  on C on ten t 
Rating.

David Goldstein

The new Age 
responds

D ear Sir,

M y attention  has been  draw n to 
the article by  R ichard  Evans in 
C om m unications U pdate on page 
16 of issue 142, A pril 1998 entitled 
"C hurch and  state together in the 
new  Age".

I found the article of som e interest 
although for w hat it is w orth, I 
though t two aspects w ere disap
pointing.

Firstly, tha t while you say "the 
ju ry  is still out" you seem  to have 
reached  your own conclusions 
and are hap p y  to side with a  few 
staff w ho have also com e to a 
view w ithout w aiting for all the 
evidence to com e in.

Secondly, tha t instead of talking 
abou t som e of the issues con
fronting papers like The Age, and 
w hether ou r changes are begin
ning to address w eaknesses in 
coverage, you have succum bed to 
the M ed ia  W atch standby  of 
overly concentrating  on "bloop
ers" and  the superficial (eg. the 
pictures in the w raparound) ra ther 
than seriously looking at b ro ad er 
issues, strategy and  execution.

T he only o ther issue I w ould  raise 
is w here you  have found m e 
saying m y critics are "arrogant 
and sanctim onious", as tha t is not 
som ething I believe I have ever 
said.

T hese issues aside, it is always 
instructive to see how  others see 
it, and  we w elcom e the conversa
tion.

Yours sincerely 

Steve H arris  

E ditor

The Age, M elbou rne
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http://www.rsac.org



