
xii

Notes on Contributors

xii

John Basten is currently serving on the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of New 
South Wales. He studied law at Adelaide and Oxford Universities, taught for a year 
at the University of Chicago and for some seven years at the University of New 
South Wales. Before his current appointment, he was a Queen’s Counsel with a 
mainly appellate practice, much of which involved administrative and constitu-
tional law. He has also been a part-time Commissioner of the New South Wales Law 
Reform Commission (responsible in 1999 for a Review of the Anti-Discrimination 
Act 1977 (NSW)), a part-time Hearing Commissioner at the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission (Cth), and an Acting Commissioner of the NSW 
Independent Commission Against Corruption. From October 2010 until March 
2011 he was a Robert S Campbell Visiting Fellow at Magdalen College, Oxford 
University.
Theresa Baw is a barrister who has practised at the New South Wales Bar since 
2006. She holds a BEc and LLB (Hons) from the University of Sydney and a MCom 
from Macquarie University. She is a member of the Australian Association for 
Constitutional Law. Before joining the Bar she was a solicitor at Minter Ellison. 
Her practice includes public, commercial and criminal law. She has advised and 
appeared extensively for clients of the Public Interest Law Clearing House (PILCH) 
and for referred litigants of the pro bono assistance scheme of the Federal Court. 
In 2010, she was a guest speaker at Australian National University’s Centre for 
International and Public Law annual conference in public law.
Stephen Free practises as a barrister at Eleven Wentworth Chambers in Sydney, 
specialising in public law, regulatory and commercial matters. Stephen studied 
at the Australian National University and at the University of Oxford, where he 
was awarded the Vinerian Scholarship. He practised as a solicitor with the Crown 
Solicitor’s Office of NSW before being called to the Bar. Stephen has lectured in 
constitutional and administrative law and other subjects at the University of Sydney 
and the University of Oxford.
James Hutton is a barrister at Eleven Wentworth, Sydney. His practice is mainly in 
the areas of commercial and administrative law. He holds the degrees of BA/LLB 
(Hons) from the ANU and a BCL from the University of Oxford. Before joining the 
Bar, James was an associate to Chief Justice Gleeson of the High Court of Australia 
and practised in the litigation and dispute resolution team at Blake Dawson (now 
Ashurst), Sydney. He has taught contracts, torts and administrative law at the ANU 
and the University of Sydney.
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Patrick Keane was appointed to the High Court in March 2013. At the time of his 
appointment he was Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Australia. He served as 
a judge of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of Queensland from 2005-2010 
before joining the Federal Court. He is a graduate of the University of Queensland 
and Oxford University. He was admitted to the Queensland Bar in 1977 and in 
1988 he was appointed Queen’s Counsel. He was Solicitor-General for Queensland 
from 1992 to 2005.
Geoffrey Kennett SC (BA (Hons), LLB (Hons), M Pub Law (ANU), LLM (Syd)) 
was a legal adviser in the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department and 
Counsel Assisting the Solicitor-General before commencing practice as a barrister 
in 1998. He was appointed Senior Counsel in 2010. He practises mainly in the areas 
of constitutional and administrative law. He holds Honours degrees in arts and law, 
and a Masters in Public Law from the Australian National University, and an LLM 
from Sydney University.
Jeremy Kirk SC is a barrister, based in Sydney, specialising in appellate, public 
and commercial cases. He holds the degrees of BA/LLB (Hons) from the ANU, and 
has a BCL and DPhil from the University of Oxford. 
Richard Lancaster SC has been a barrister since 1997 and Senior Counsel since 
2009. He is a member of the Constitutional and Administrative Law Section of 
the NSW Bar Association and he has been a member of the Bar’s Human Rights 
Committee for many years. He appears regularly in public law matters, but also 
practises more widely in environmental law, commercial law, intellectual property, 
trade practices and other matters. His professional activities include his position as 
the Editor of the Australian Law Reports.
Stephen Lloyd SC is a barrister, who has practised at the Sydney Bar since 1998. 
Previously, he worked in a range of positions in the Commonwealth Attorney-
General’s Department and the Australian Government Solicitor. He holds degrees 
in commerce and law from the University of New South Wales, and an LLM from 
Cambridge.
Nye Perram is a judge of the Federal Court based in Sydney. He holds a BA and 
LLB (Hons) from the University of Sydney and a BCL(Dist) from the University 
of Oxford. He is also a part-time Commissioner of the Australian Law Reform 
Commission, a Presidential member of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and 
a Deputy President of the Copyright Tribunal.
Peter Quiggin PSM is the First Parliamentary Counsel of the Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel (OPC), which is responsible for drafting all principal legislation, all regula-
tions and a range of legislative instruments for the Australian Government, including 
taxation legislation. OPC is also responsible for the publication of Commonwealth 
legislation through ComLaw and the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments 
(FRLI). His initial seven year appointment as First Parliamentary Counsel started on 
13 May 2004. He has since been reappointed for a further seven years, commencing 
on 14 May 2011. He has been a drafter with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel for 
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over 20 years and has drafted legislation covering a wide range of topics including 
taxation, native title and immigration. He is the President of the Commonwealth 
Association of Legislative Counsel (CALC). He has a BSC/LLB from the Australian 
National University and a Graduate Diploma in Professional Accounting from the 
University of Canberra.
Alan Robertson is a judge of the Federal Court based in Sydney. He is a gradu-
ate of the Australian National University, with the degrees of BA (Hons) (1972) 
and LLB (Hons) (1980). He worked in the Commonwealth Public Service in 
Canberra between 1973 and 1983, latterly in the Attorney-General’s Department. 
Justice Robertson moved to the private Bar in Sydney in 1983, reading with WMC 
Gummow. He was appointed Senior Counsel for New South Wales in 1995. At 
the Bar Justice Robertson practised mainly in public law including constitutional 
law, administrative law and revenue law. He was a part-time member of the 
Administrative Review Council from 1992 to 1997. Justice Robertson was the 
convenor of the Administrative Law Section of the NSW Bar Association from 
1995 to 2008 and convenor of the Constitutional and Administrative Law Section 
from 2008 to 2011. From 1988 to 2006, Justice Robertson was a member of the 
Administrative Law Committee, Law Council of Australia. From 1987 to 2009 
he was the Consultant Editor of the CCH High Court and Federal Court Practice 
and, from 1997 to 2009 he was consultant editor of CCH’s Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal Handbook.
Kristina Stern SC graduated in law from Melbourne University (first class Honours) 
in 1987. She then worked as a solicitor before completing a PhD from Cambridge 
University and teaching at King’s College and University College London. She then 
spent ten years at the London Bar at 39 Essex Street, practising in both public and 
private law. She was admitted to the NSW Bar in 2006 and was appointed Senior 
Counsel in 2011. She has a broad based practice including public, commercial and 
professional negligence and disciplinary proceedings.
David Thomas holds a BA (first class Honours and the University Medal) and 
LLB (first class Honours and the University Medal) from the University of Sydney. 
He received a BCL (with Distinction) from the University of Oxford, while hold-
ing the Sir Robert Menzies Memorial Scholarship in Law and the Broughton & 
Forrest Exhibition. He has practised at the Sydney Bar since 2006. Before coming 
to the Bar, he was Associate to Justice William Gummow AC at the High Court 
of Australia and a solicitor (from 2002) at Mallesons Stephen Jaques (now King 
& Wood Mallesons) in Sydney. He has lectured (part-time) in Equity and Trusts 
at the University of Sydney (2004-2005). He has previously contributed to the 
Law Quarterly Review (UK), Company and Securities Law Journal and Australian 
Intellectual Property Journal. 
Neil Williams SC is a barrister practising in Sydney. He was appointed senior 
counsel in 2001. He holds a degree in economics from the University of Sydney, 
and a degree in law from the University of New South Wales, and a Masters in 
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Public Law from the Australian National University. He is the convenor of the 
Constitutional and Administrative Law Section of the NSW Bar.
Houda Younan is a barrister practising at the New South Wales Bar since 2007. She 
is also admitted as an attorney and counsellor at law at the New York State Bar. She 
holds a BA (Government) and LLB, with first class Honours, from the University 
of Sydney. She also holds an LLM, with first class Honours, from the University of 
Cambridge, where she was awarded the Clive Parry Prize for International Law.
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