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C us to m s  o ffic e rs  a t the  F rem an tle  con ta in e r exam ina tion  
fa c ility  se ized 6 4 0 k g  o f cannab is in w h a t is th e  la rg es t haul o f 
the  drug a t the  A ustra lian  b order s ince 1 9 9 7 .

The  M in is te r fo r  Jus tice  and C us to m s, S e n a to r C hris E llison , 
said C us to m s, the  A ustra lian  Federa l Po lice  (AFP) and p riva te  
ind us try  had w o rke d  to g e th e r to  keep a m ass ive  q uan tity  o f 
n a rc o tics  o ff  the  s tre e ts .

"An a le rt em p loyee  a t a con ta in e r rep a ir fa c ility  had reason  to  
believe th a t a p a rtic u la r con ta ine r cou ld  con ta in  a fa lse  flo o r," 
S e n a to r E llison  said.

"The  repa ir com p a ny  no tified  the  shipp ing com pany 
resp ons ib le  fo r  the  con ta iner, w ho c on tac ted  C us to m s th rou g h  
th e ir  m em b e rsh ip  o f the  C us to m s Fron tline  p ro g ra m ," he said.

C us to m s  to o k  the  shipping con ta in e r to  its exam ina tion  fa c ility  
in F rem an tle  w here  it w as x-rayed, revea ling  anom a lies  in the  
f lo o r  c o n s is te n t w ith  a concealed  substance.

More information about 
Frontline can be found at 
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C u s to m s  and AFP o ffic e rs  then  d eco n s tru c te d  the  con ta ine r 
and d iscovered  ap p rox im a te ly  3 0 0  p lastic -w rapped bags o f 
cannab is lea f hidden beneath the  flo o rin g .

"Th is  is the  b ig g es t se izure  o f cannab is  a t the  border s ince the  
in trod uc tion  o f the  A ustra lian  G ove rn m e n t's  Tough on Drugs 
s tra te g y  in 1 9 9 7 ," S e n a to r E llison said.

"In p a rticu la r, the F ron tline  re fe rra l h ig h lig h ts  the  im p o rta nce  o f 
ind us try  and G ove rnm en t w o rk in g  to g e th e r to  p ro te c t the  
A us tra lian  com m u n ity .

"The  com p any is to  be con g ra tu la te d  fo r  rep o rting  its 
susp ic ions  to  C us to m s. Unusual d am age to  con ta in e rs  is ju s t 
one asp ec t th a t F ron tline  m em b e rs  are educated  to  look o u t 
fo r."
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