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W A R N I N G  ON 
C O U N T E R F E I T  
C R E D I T  C A R D S

The  p rac tice  o f im p o rtin g  c o u n te rfe it c red it 
cards con tinues  to  a ttra c t ja il sen tences.

In unre la ted  cases, a 48-year-o ld  M elbourne 
m an w as sen tenced  to  tw o  yea rs  in p rison  
and a fo re ig n  na tiona l is still to  face  c o u rt 
on a no the r m a tte r.

The  im p o rta tio n  o f c o u n te rfe it c red it cards 
is a c rim ina l o ffe nce , and is p roh ib ited  
under the  Customs Act 1901.

In the  f ir s t  case , the  m an w as convic ted  
a fte r p leading g u ilty  to  im p o rtin g  2 7  fake  
c re d it cards.

The sen tence w as reduced on the  g rounds 
the  man had helped C us to m s  w ith  inqu iries.

m ana g er fo r  a se c u rity  access com p any in 
A ustra lia  to  a ttend  a conven tion . He w as 
a lleged ly ca rry ing  w ha t he c la im ed to  be 
2 0 0 0  b lank v is ito rs  passes fo r  a d isp lay at 
the conven tion .

A c lo se r exam ina tion  o f the passes 
revea led th e y  w e re  covered  w ith  an 
adhesive which w hen peeled back revea led 
blank c red it cards in the  nam es o f m a jo r 
banks. A card em b oss ing  m ach ine and 
p rin te r w ere  a lso a lleged ly found  in the 
m an 's  luggage.

He w as a lso alleged to  be ca rry ing  a lm o s t 
$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  in fra u d u le n t tra v e lle rs  cheques. 
He w as charged w ith  o ffe nces  under both 
the  Customs Act and Crimes Act.

He had f ir s t  com e to  the  a tte n tio n  of 
C us to m s in M arch 2 0 0 3  a fte r o ffic e rs  
exam in ing  a ir cargo  a t M e lbourne  A irp o rt 
found  2 4  c o u n te rfe it c red it cards in a 
parce l fro m  M alaysia.

The  cards, all issued  under d iffe re n t nam es, 
w ere  addressed  to  the  m an. A subseq uen t 
search o f his hom e uncovered  ano the r 
th re e  c o u n te rfe it c red it cards.
The m an has lodged an appeal ag a ins t his 
sen tence w hich w ill be heard in early  2 0 0 5 .

In the  second case , o ffic e rs  a t Sydney 
A irp o rt s topped a m an arriv ing  in A ustra lia  
on a flig h t fro m  Kuala Lum pur.
The man c la im ed  to  be a m a rke ting
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